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The genus Festuca L. (Poaceae) includes
about 350-400 herbaceous species with wide
cosmopolitan distribution (Watson & Dallwitz
1992). The center of distribution ofthe genus
is in the meadows and steppes of North
America and Eurasia. Sorne species are present
in Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, and W
and SE Africa. High species diversity is found
in the pampas of Aargentina and the puna of
the Andes, with approximately 40 species in
Peru (Tovar 1993),30 in Bolivia (Renvoize
1998), and 30 in Argentina (Türpe 1969). So
far, 26 native species are known from the pá-
ramos ofthe northern South America; about
seven new species from this region will be
described soon (author's unpublished data).

As a result ofextensive field work as well as
the revision of numerous herbarium
collections, the presence of eleven species of
Festuca - of a total of 19 mentioned in the
literature (Hitchcock 1927, Saint- Yves 1927,
Pinto-Escobar 1966, 1986, Swallen 1948,
Alexeev 1984, 1986, Davidse 1994, Luteyn
1999, Range12000) - was confirmed for Co-
lombia. These species are: F. andicola Kunth,
F. arundinacea Schreb. (introduced), F.
asplundii E. Alexeev, F. azucarica E. Alexeev,
F. caldasii (Kunth) Kunth, F. cleefiana E.
Alexeev, F. colombiana E. Alexeev, F.
cundinamarcea E. Alexeev, F.procera Kunth,
F. reclinata Swallen, F. subulifolia Benth. The
species Festuca dolichophylla Presl and F.
vaginalis (Benth) Lregaard are not present in
Colombia and the use of these names for
Colombian specimens is incorrect. The type
locality of F. presliana Hitchc. is still unclear

(N. America, Peru or Colombia). Three addi-
tional species, all introduced from Europe,
be long to the genus Vulpia (V australis Nees
ex Steud., V dertonensis (Al!.) Ascher &
Graebn., V megalura Nutt). Two ofthe pu-
blished names are synonyms: F. breviaristata
Pilger (= F.subulifolia) and F. eminens Kunth
(= F. caldasii).

There are twelve species of Festuca reported
from Venezuela (Briceño & Morillo 1994,
Anonymus 1998) but five of them actually
belong to Vulpia and only five species have
been confirmed: F. coromotensis Briceño, F.
elviae Briceño, F.fragilis (Luces) Briceño, F.
tolucensis Kunth, and the introduced F.
arundinacea. The on-going revision of
Festuca has resulted in three new records for
Colombia: F. fragilis (Luces) Briceño, F.
sodiroana Hack. ex E. Alexeev and F.
ulochaeta Nees ex Steud. The last species is
reported for the first time for Venezuela too.

Festuca fragilis (Luces) Briceño, 1. Wash.
Acad. Sci. 32 (6): 157. 1942.

Distribution and habitat. Up until now, this
species was known only from the state of
Mérida in Venezuela. In Colombia, itgrows in
rocky superpáramo, at 4300 m on the Cordille-
ra Orienta!.

Specimen studied

COLOMBIA. Arauca: Sierra Nevada del
Cocuy, Laguna La Plaza, 4300 m, 31 Dec 1985,
Wood 5259 (COL).
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Festuca sodiroana Haek. ex E. Alexeev, Bot.
Zhurn. 69 (11): 1545. 1984.

Distribution and habitat. Festuca sodiroana
has be en considered endemic to Ecuador
(A1exeev 1986, Valencia et al. 2000). In fact, it
is widely distributed in Colombia where it has
been found in the three cordilleras, at elevation
ranges from 2700 to 3600 m. It grows naturally
in Andean forests but has spread into
disturbed areas where it grows in the shade.

Speeimens studied

COLOMBIA. Antioquia: Urrao, Llano Gran-
de, 3520 m, 10 Sep 1986, Roldán et al. 360
(HUA). Urrao, Páramo Frontino, 3500-3800 m,
3 Mar 1989, Roldán et al. 4504 (HUA). Cauea:
Macizo Colombiano, páramo de Las Papas,
2910 m, 11 Sep 1958, ldrobo & Bischler 3026
(COL). PNN Puracé, near San Juan, 3100-3300
m, 6 Apr 1985, Wood 4792 (COL).
Cundinamarea: Páramo de Tablazo, 3200 m, 8
Apr 1984, Wood 4347 (COL, FMB). Nariño:
Santiago, páramo Bordoncillo, 1°11 'N-77°
06'W, 3200-3400 m, 4 Apr 1992, Alberto etal.
144 (COL), 146(COL). VolcanoCumbal,3600
m, 8Mar 1999,Stancik 2754 (COL, PRC, PSO).
Volcano Doña Juana, 2900 m, 18 Mar 1999,
Stancik 2902 (COL, PRC, PSO). Volcano
Azufral, 3500 m, 9 Apr 1999, Stancik 2772
(COL, PRC, PSO). El Encano, Lagoon La
Cocha, 3100 m, 23 Mar 1999, Stancik 2991
(COL, PRC, PSO). Norte de Santander: be-
tween Pamplona and Mutiscua, 2700 m, 1Apr
1984, Wood 4326 (COL, FMB). Santander:
California,ValleCalifornia,2800 m, 14Sep 1985,
Wood 5066 (FMB). Tolima: Nevado del
Tolima, 3400 m, 16Dec 1984,Wood4648(COL,
FMB). Nevado del Tolima, El Rancho, 400 m,
7-8 Jun 2000, Stancik 3595 (COL, PRC).
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Festuca ulocltaeta Nees ex Steud., Syn. PI.
Gram. 1:305. 1854.

Distribution and habitat. Known from SE
Brazil and NE Argentina. The data published
from Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia (Hitchcock
1927, Tovar 1993) refer to different species.
Recently found in Colombia in the region of
Bogotá (Cordillera Oriental) and in Venezuela
(Andes of Mérida and Aragua States).
Festuca ulochaeta grows in humid forests,
forest c\earings and river margins, but has also
spread into disturbed areas. It has been
reported as growing at altitudes between 500-
2200 m in Argentina and Brazil. In Colombia
and Venezuela it is found between 2600 and
3300 m altitude,

Speeimens studied

COLOMBIA. Cundinamarea: Páramo del
Tablazo, W ofSubachoque, 3100 m, 1983,Wood
3842 (COL, FMB). Between La Calera and
Choachí, 1km aboye Mundo Nuevo, 2600 m,
140ct 1985, Wood5104(COL).
VENEZUELA. Aragua: Trayecto Colonia
Tovar, El Lagunazo, 2100 m, Feb 1953,
Aristeguieta 763 (VEN). Mérida: Lagoon La
Corornoto, 08°36'OI.6"N-71°0I'28.3"W, 3000-
3100 m, 6-7 Nov 2000, Stancik 4177 (CAR,
COL, PRC). Lagoon La Coromoto,
08"36'26.6"N-7Ioo 1'33.4"W,2800-3000m, 6-7
Nov 2000, Stancik 4179 (CAR, COL, PRC).
Lagoon LaCoromoto, 3200-3300 m, 3 Jul 1987,
Briceño el al. 2011 (personal herbarium).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I am grateful to the Instituto de Ciencias Na-
turales of the Universidad Nacional de Co-
lombia, the Instituto Alexander von Humboldt



(Colombia) and the Department ofBotany of
Charles Univerity ofPrague for their support
during my stay in Colombia and for their
support in different aspects of my research 1
am indebted to ICETEX (Colombia), office of
the International Re lations, for financial
support. 1 thank Caldasia Editors for their
usefu 1 comments on the manuscript and for
their corrections ofthe text in English. 1wish
to thank the herbaria visited for their help and
assistance. Special thanks go to my parents
for their unconditional support during rny
graduate studies.

LITERA TURE ClTED

ANONYMlJS. 1998. Lista de Trabajo para el
Nuevo Catálogo de Flora de Venezuela.
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Instituto
Botánico de Venezuela. Caracas.

ALFXEEV,E. 1984. The new taxa ofthe genus
Festuca L. (Poaceae) from Colombia and
Ecuador. 130t.Zhurna!. 69: 1543-1551.

ALFXEEV, E. 1986. Festuca L. (Poaceae) in
Venezuela, Colombia et Ecuador. Novost.
Syst. Vys. Rast. 23: 5-23.

BRICEÑO,B. & G. MORILLO. 1994. El género
Festuca en páramos de Mérida. Ernstia 4:
73-88.

DAVIDSE,G. 1994. FeS/l/ca L. En: G. Davidse,
S. Sousa & A. Chater (Ed. Gen.). Flora
Mesoamericana 6: 223-227.

Hrrcucocx, A. 1927. The Grasses of Ecuador,
Peru, and Bolivia. Contrib. U.S. Natl, Herb.
24: 292-556.

Recibido: agosto 2/2000
Aceptada: febrero 20/200 l

Daniel Stancik

LUrEYN,1. 1999. Páramos. A Checklist ofplant
diversity, geographical distribution, and
botanical literature. New York Bot. Gard.,
NewYork.

PINTO-EscOBAR, P. 1966. Catálogo ilustrado
de las plantas de Cundinamarca, Vol. f:
Gramineae, Bogotá.

PINTO-EscOBAR, P. 1986. Catálogo de las
gramíneas colombianas en el herbario gen-
eral de París. Mutisia 65: 1-19.

RANGLL,O. (Ed.). 2000. Colombia diversidad
Biotica fll. La región de vida paramuna.
Universidad Nacional de Colombia,
Bogotá.

RENVOIZE,S. 1998. Grasses of Bolivia. Royal
Botanical Garden, London.

SAINT-YvES, A. 1927. Contribution a létude
des Festuca (subg. Eufestucai de l' Améri-
que du Sud. Candollea 3: 151-315.

SWALLEN,1. 1948. New grasses from Hondu-
ras, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia,
and Brazi!. Contrib. U.S. Natl. Herb. 29: 251-
276.

TOVAR,O. 1993. Las gramíneas (Poaceae) del
Perú. Ruizia 13: 1-480.

TÜRPE, A. 1969. Las especies argentinas de
Festuca. Darwiniana 15: 189-283.

VALENCIA,R., N. PITMAN,S. LEÓN-YÁÑEZ& P.
JORGENSEN(eds.). 2000. Libro rojo de las
plantas endémicas del Ecuador. Herbario
QCA, Pontifícia Universidad Católica del
Ecuador, Quito.

WATSON,L. & M. DALLWITZ.1992. The Grass
Genera ofthe World. CAB International,
Oxon.

339


