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CHAPTER Il

Departure from Barranca—Village of Tencriffe—Sembrano—Isle San Pe-
dro—Pinto—Santa Anna—3ilonpox—The Governor of Monpox—Mar-
garita——Guamo—Pcnon—Bauko—Sierra-Ocanu._llog':dor_ﬁio—\’iejo-
Motales—Vadillo—The Inhabitants of the Magdatena—Boea Rosa-
fio—San Pahlo—The Point of Barbacon—Garapati-—Angustura—
Nare.

To accomplish onr journey to Bogata, it was
necessary to ascend the Magdalena; and al-
thongh the navigation is dangerous, and requires
a month to accomplish it, I considered it pre-
ferable to the journey over-land. Before em-
barking, 1 took the opinion of my host, who
gave me his advice in a few words, and painted
the sufferings I should have to endure in the
blackest colours.

The first proof of his not having been guil-
ty of any exaggeration, was in beholding the
five sailors, hired to conduct my piragua, and
who were completely incbriated. There was
somcthing very designing in their savage coun-
tenances, but this I afterwards found helonged
rather to their peculiar employment, than to
any thing particularly wicked in their dispo-
sitions. Thanks to the care of the'old Peru-
vian, my arrangements were pro}nptly coucluded.
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By five o’clock all my cflects were on board my
fragile bark; and iny bogas, as they call the
mariners of the DMagdalena, bade their adien
to Barranca chaunting the litanies of the Vir-
gin,

In consequence of their intoxication, at
every thrust which these boatmen gave with
their poles, to push forwards the piragua, they
staggered and fell one over the other into the
water, so that it was seven o'clock before we
passed Barranca-Nueva, which I had recently
quitted. At half-past eight we stopped at QOiou-
gar. The next morning, we again started before
the rising of the sun, and by the time it ap-
peared, beheld with delight a charming vil-
lage, to which its name Buena-Vista, signifying
a delightful prospeet, is certainly well applicd.

We thence glided along between the verdant
banks of a river, which, besides its magnitude,
presented me with many other traits of resem-
blance to the Senegal. The solitude of the
forests on its uncultivated horders, the heat that
we experienced, and the black hutnan Dbeings
who, at considerable intervals, were seen seated
under their cabins of reeds sarrounded Dby
ficlds of maize, or, cleaving the current of the
river in hollow trees, transported me in tinagin-
ation to the wilds of Africa.

‘The negro of the Magdalena does not, how-
ever, possess the manly courage, the bold intre-
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pidity, and the mmscular form of the inhabitant
of Senegal; neither has he that blind confi-
dence in the protection of his God, with which
a scrap of paper purchased of an impostor of
a priest, inspires the other. The African, rely-
ing on the efficacy of such a talisman, neither
dreads the gripe of the crocodile, nor the venom
of the snake ; he throws himself without dread
into the water, and penetrates without inquic-
tude into the deepest thickets. The degenerate
black of the Magdalena is every where in dread
of meeting with an enemy, and ncver forgets
the spot that has been fatal to an imprudent
being. ¢ Here,” said one of my bogas to ine,
“ 1 man and his ass were devoured by a ser-
pent : there, a boga fell a prey to a cayman,
and in that place, a jaguar tore an infant to
picces ;"—and such are the frightful recollec-
tions afforded by every part of the ¥agdalena,
The African, on the contrary, when amid bis
native streans recites nothing but the sanguinary
contcsts sustained by man against ferocious ani-
mals, and the victories which crowned his fana-
tical valour.

Without regarding the danger we ran of
encountering the partisans of Morales, we kept
upon the shore of Santa-Martha, in order to
avoid the dangerous currents of the other side
of the river; and, after having proceeded three
lengues beyond Tencrifle, making our whole
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day’s voyage thirty leagues, we took up our
abode for the night upon o sandy spot of shore
in the province of Carthagena.

The labours of my hogas were now exces-
sively painful ; from the river becoming very nar-
row, the eurrent was much inereased in vielence,
and could only be surmounted by keeping close
in shore, and hauling ourselves along by the
branches of the trees. Ve here experienced
some gales from the north, that greatly tem-
pered the heat, which we found excessive during
that part of the night when they cease to
blow ; on the contrary, from two o'clock in the
worning to the rising of the sun, the cold was
so picreing, that I was unable to sleep. We were
here no longer solitary possessors of the river;
for, since the last cvening, we were gratificd with
the sight of fishermen and crocodiles vying with
each other in giving chase to the fishy tribe.

At two o'clock, we passed Sembrano, and
the island of San Pedro; and, taking the
right branch of the stream, enjoyed a delicious
prospect.  The isle of San Pedro is entirely co-
vered with trees, whose brauches serve as a vefuge
for thousands of parroquets ; the variegated plu-
mage of the macaws forms an agreeable contrast
to the gloomy green of the trees, while the shrill
cries of these birds somewhat rclieve the silence
of this peaceful part of the river. Ibn these so-
litudes, man 1might find av agrecable retveat
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where the soil, enriched by the inundations of
the river, would largely recompense his labours;
the situation is also favourable in a commer-
cial point of view, as it is a convenient distance
from Barranca and Moopox. On quitting this
asylum of peace, we again found ourselves ex-
posed to the currents of the river, and not with-
out danger from its rocks and shoals. A Pro-
montory formed of vast cliffs, against which the
waters of the Magdalena were precipitated with
violence, in particular, caused a current which
we surmounted with much hazard and difficul-
ty, and it was ten at night before we had finished
our labours. A sand bank, as usuval, was our
place of repose. _

Little accustomed to the course of life to
which one is condemncd on the waters of the
Magdalena, the neighbourhood of serpents and
caymans, the bites of mosquitoes, and the cy
cold occasioned by the dews and the humidity of
the soil prevented me from sleeping the whole
of the night; but when use had fortified e
against these inconveniences, the necessity of
taking rest made me disregard them.

When a person is witness of the fatigues
which the mariners of the Magdalena undergo, he
restrains himself, however anxious he may be to
procecd with more expedition, from uttering any
complaints, or from being vexed at the frequent
delays. The bogas make a practiceof stopping as
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often as possible ; to dav they thought it neces-
sary to dig up some turtle’s eggs; but after all
their trouble, they were unsuccessful, and the
fruit of their labours was a few dozen cggs of
the caymman, which were very properly destroyed:
scarcely had they made this sacrifice, when they
had the happiness of meeting a fisherman with
his piragua laden; my geocrosity was instantly ap-
pealed to, and I had an opportunity of displaying
it ata trifling expense, for with a couple of reals
I purchased a dozen large fish which we found
quite suflicient for several mecals,

Little alarmed by the perils, with which we
had been inforined, we should be menaced an the
side of the province of Santa Martha, we con-
tinued coasting along that shore, stopping a few
minutes at Pinto to purchase some tobacco and
sugar-canes ; commodities which, in this place,
are of a superior quality, and in great abund-
ance.—My bogas, always anxious to obtain some
turtle’s eggs, fancied they should be more suc-
cessful than before, upon a sand bank at a little
distance from Pinto, but were again disappointed.
A few cayman's eggs were found and were
broken against the side of the piragua, under the
eyes of one of these reptiles: his muzzle appeared
above the water close to the edge of the river,
nor did he quit us until the work of destruction
was finished. Leaving upon our right that branch
of the river which leads to Saragossa, we entered
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that which goes to Honda, and before night
were in sight of Santa Anna.

When daylightbegan to appear, we found
ourselves at Monpox, and landed over frag-
ments of the quay with which the banks of the
river had been scattered, a great part of it
having been thrown down by the stream. When 1
attained the top, 1 was conducted to the gover-
nor’s residence, acrossa square that appeared
tolerably regular.—The letter of recommenda-
tion which I had brought with me, procured me
many civilities, and the offer of a lodging, which
I accepted.

'The governor, not confining himself to these
attentions, would have e, in the evening, go
over the town on horscback with him. He
seemed anxious that 1 should examine the pre-
parations he had made for defense against any
attack on the part of Morales. I eulogized the hill
with which he had fortified an open town, as it
properly deserved, and my praises appeared to
give him great satisfaction. ¢ Here, be first
told ine, was a number of houses, surrounded by
a thick wood, all of which have disappeared ; for
I have set fire to the whole, to give me a clearer
view of the approach of our encmny.” ¢ These
ditches,” said he, “ will stop his cavalry, while
mine, on the coutrary, supported hy my infan-
try, will make dreadful havoe among his troops;
and iy sloops of war, will pour in a terrible fire
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upon his vessels.”—It was in vain that T used iny
hest ciforts to discover what he wished to show
me, for about forty horsemen quite naked, cn-
camped in the middle of a ficlil under a thatched
shed, with two hundred militia, quartered in an
ancient college of the Jesuits, composed all his
ariny ; and five boats with one gun to each,
formed the muster of this redoubtable marine.

The town is not destitute of interest on ac-
count of its position. The streets are of a con-
venient breadth, and sonie are even furnished
with paved foot-ways. The houses though low,
are vegularly built, and the bars of the windows,
being made of iron, have a less clumsyappearance
thau those of Carthagena, where they are made
of wood. Constructed in a manner the most con-
venient for enjoyving as tmuch coolness as possible,
very little ingenuity is applied to furnishing the
interior with light, for the insides of all the houses
arc pervaded by long low galleries into which the
rays of the sun never penetrate. Although the
commercial relations of Monpox have lost rnnch of
their importance, they still retain a certain de-
gree of intcrest; in fact, by the way of Qcana,
this place receives the tobacco, sugar, flour, and
cocoa of Pampluna and Cuenta. Antioqua trans-
mits it gold, and Santa-F¢ the produce of the
upper Magdalena ; thus Mounpox is still really a
place of much consequence.
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The climate is burning, the thermometer
vanging from 25° to 30°: the inhabitants conse-
quently pass the evenings seated in the streets,
to breathe the fresh air, and to cscape the stings
of the mosquitoes. The sky is constantly cloudy,
and scarcely a day passes without showers; the
nights, on the contrary are beautifully clear and
truly delicions. It is then, a great pleasure to
promenade the streets, and observe the lively par-
ties which present themselves before the doors
of the houses. Loud bursts of laughter are
heard on every side, in which the passenger takes
part without the least ceremony. Far from this
familiarity being offensive, it gives great satis-
faction, for the frankest covdiality presides at
these meetings. Thus passes the life of the in-
habitants of Monpox; the day is spent in their
hammocks, the night in the street, and nothing
would trouble their peaceable existence, were they
not affiicted with goitres which disfigure them
in a horrible manner; without this infurmity,
which usually attacks them at the age of thirty
or forty, they would possess an agreeable figure,
though indeed with less lively expression than
the inhabitants of Carthagena, and with less of
that soft-coloured tint which distinguishes the
natives of Bogota. The manner of living of
the people of Monpox, differs little from that
which the inhabitants of the tierras cafientas of
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South Amercai have adopted.—All classes have
a destructive fonduess for ardent spirits;* ne-
vertheless, the good folks of Monpox drink no-
thing but water with their meals ; they are great
caters of pork, and to such an extent is their
passion for pigs carried, that many females
take a pleasure in feeding these disgusting ani-
mtals, and teaching them to follow, like so many
dogs.

The delays which I experienced from the
fétes with which they celebrated the taking of
Santa Martha from the Spaniards, terminated on
the 27th.; but the moment of my departure was
marked by many untoward accidents. I had en-
gaged six boatmen, but only five made their
appearance ; one of them, as I was informed, had
been taken ill, and had spent part of the money
I had paid him in advance.—My piragua was
canlked with the fat of the cayman, and it was
consequently impossible to sleep without running
the risk of being poisoned by the infectious odour
it exhaled. They procured me another; it
wanted refitting, which was soon accomplished ;
but when we had got a little up the river, the
water penetrated in such quantities, as obliged
us to make for the shore as fast as we could.
At last the obliging disposition of one of the

* They divide the day into different portions consecrated to
drinking, which they stile, lus siete, las anze, las dos, fas
guatro, &c. &c. so that, before night, each man has emptied
his bottle of brandy.
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inhabitants who lent we his piragna, enabled me
to start by the middle of the day. These an-
novances I mention only to give some ideaof the
impediments that arrest the progress of every
traveller in Spanish America.

At every instant my bogas were stopping at
the foot of the habitations which cover the isle
on which Monpox is built. These dwellings,
the plantations of banana-trecs, and the light
built barks returning from fishing, or carrying
to the town the produce of their soil, so much
animate this part of the river, that one would
believe one had left the Magdalena, so mournfuily
distinguished for its frightful solitudes, and had
entered npon the stream of some richly cultivated
country.

We halted at night at a village called Mar-
garita, for the purpose of procuring a boga, as a
substitute for the one who had fallen siclk; 1
was shewn a strong voung man, but it was not
without ‘difficulty that I could persuade him to
follow me, when he found that they were ne-
groes who had come with me from Monpox; so
much was he prejudiced against them.

The next day we passed Guama, situated
upon the shore of Santa Martha, and in the
evening we ran the pivagua upon a bank of
sand, an asyvlum where henceforth I was accuos-
tomed to pass my nights.

I had come to soinc unpleasant explanations
with iny watermen, who dissatisfied with labour-
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ing until the close of the day, had talked of
quitting me, but I succceded partly by menaces,
movre by promises in appeasing themn.  This
wntinous disposition of theirs is certainly uot
very encouraging, for they frequently abandon the
traveller when they are discontented with too
rigorous a service, and take refuge in the first
mhabited place they come to, where they are sure
of finding friends and protectors.

At five o'clock in the morning we passed
below Penon, and after having stopped a few
moments in this village, came in sight of
Banko : about mid-day we discovered Sierra-
Ocana.

From an excess of zeal, or perhaps fromn the
restlessness occasioned by the bites of the mos-
quitoes, the bogas sang their hymn to the Virgiu,
and set off again at midaight. By five we had
passed Regidor, andat seven o’clock, leaving upon
our right that branch of the Magdalena which
leads to Ocana, we catered upon that of No-
rales. At Rio-Vigjo I found the heat much less
than at Monpox ; the sky continnally charged
with vapours, had a different tint from that of
the plains.  We were already within the in-
fluence of the Cordilleras, and I was much sur-
prised at finding the cocoa and palm trees, in a
country ncarly temperate, upon the banks of a
mild and tranquil river, and in o deep and
black carth, while every where else they are

D
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only to be met with upon the sandy borders of
the sca.

By cight o'clock, the next day, we reached
Morales, a large village shaded by cocoa trees
and situated upon an island of the sauie name ;
the neighbouring conntry produces a great quan-
tity of palm wine. The white population of this
place have established some inbs, constructed
of lumrdies of bamboos, in order that the light
and air may penetrate them, and containing two
or threc benches with some bull's-hides stretched
upon wooden frames for beds.

Stopping no longer at Morales than was
nccessary to purchase some provisions, we soon
discovered the mountains on which Zimitri
clevates itself upon one of the branches of the
Magdalena, which unites itself to that of Mo-
rales near this place.

On the first of Febrnary we werein sight of
Vadillo, by six o'clock in the morning, and
at intervals I perceived some isolated cot-
tages. 1 stopped at scveral, being desirous of
studying the people who inhabit the borders of
the Magdalena ; and U particularly remarked that
they live concentrated in a family, and seemn to
shun every other sort of socicty.

Bogns advanced in years, who, weary
of mnavigating thc river, have become desi-
rons of leaving the fruits of their painful la-
bours to their ehildren, with some cunfranchised
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slaves and desecters belonging to all races or
rather to all colours, have established them-
selves upon these unwholesome shores; but,
though leading such isolated lives, with respect
toone another, they have not entirely renounced
the socicty of men. Boats and piraguas fie-
quently stop near their diwellings, and pur-
chase the surplus of their crops; yet, notwith-
stunding the vegetable production is very abun-
dant, so many bananas are demanded for a single
dollar, that they cannot procure suflicient to
supply themselves with clothes.

These people arc therefore very poor, and
exceedingly unhappy, sinee out of the ten pla-
gues of Egypt, they have at least five ;—the
putridity of the water —uleers—reptiles—Ilarge
flics—and the dcath of their eldest born ; in fuct,
they rear theirv children with great difficulty.
If naturc, however, has thus poisouned the air
respired by the inhabitant of the banks of the
Magdalena, and tainted the pleasures he tastes,
if she has filled the place in which be lives
with poisonous animals, she has every where
spread around the healing plants of which, he
well knows the use, and which alleviate his evils
if they do not entirely cure them.

‘The solitary families which people the borders
of this viver, ave usually composed of the hushand,
the wife and two or three children ; it is very rare
indeed that any old people are to be found.  The

n 2
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cvils which these people suffer in common
with all the mixed breeds between the tropics
shorten the duration of life considerably. The
Arabs, the Indians, and the Negroes, when
they are not obliged to work too hard, are never
ill.

The houses in which these poor creatures
dwell, are formed of reeds and bamboos, and are
generally erccted in the midst of some spreading
woods, where they conteut themselves with clear-
ing a little spot for planting some bananuas¥,
sugar-cines, cocoa-nut trees, ananas, papayas,
and pinuntas, with some flowers to ornament the
heads of the women.

The wood which swrrounds the house, is
not an inextricable labyrinth, for it abounds
in paths, known only to the proprictor.
Through them he pursues those animals, to
their distaut retreats, which not long since,
prowled near the site of his dwelling, or
makes his way to his field of maize, which is
always out of the reach of inundations. There
often he fclls Dbis piragua, or cuts down the
rafters of his cabin; and without any other help
than what is afforded by vollers, when his
work is completed conveys it to the banks of
the river.

# The bananas are the manna of the Americans; when green,
they boil them 3 and when ripe, they are a very sweet frmt,
which they roast and cat with much pleasure.
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Twelve fowls cowpose his barn-yard, and
be is considered o happy man, if he can in-
crease this stock, with a cow, or ¢ven a pig;
but he seldom possesses the means, and his sole
support is bananus, fish, and sometimes game.
Two or threc dogs trained to the chase, with
some cats, devour the reinains of his frugal
meat. He generally possessesa cylinder, to manu-
facture guarepo, a syrup of fermented sugar,
and a frawmne for weaving of mats, with somne nets,
darts, and shells of the turtle, which at one time
serve for plates, and another for seats; to this
list of his utensils may be added, a hatchet, a
sabre, some calabashes, and carthen pipkins, and
he is considered as a very carcful, provident
man, if his store contains o few pieces of smoke-
dried meat, and a few jars filled with maize,

The life of the inhabitant of the Magdalena,
is not oncof inactivity, depending solely upon him-
self, he expects no aid {from socicty, and all must
be provided by his care ; he ought to be simui-
tancously an architect, a hiunter, a fisher, and a
clever workman. Sometimes e traverses the
woods in pursuit of the jaguar, which perhaps
has deprived him of one of his dogs, and at other
times, cembarks upon the stream, to picree
the fish with his darts or enclose them in his
nets. Thus he is never at rest; nor are these
all  his cares, when the overflowing of the
river inundates his plantations, he is scen se-
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curing his piragua to the trees of his garde,
and cutharking all his family ; then along those
paths, which a few days hefore he had been
chasing the deer, he conducts them to his ficld
of maize, and hastily erects some covering to
protect thewm from the torrents of vain.

The hushand does not always alone support
the burthen of the labours of his family; his
wife sometimes shares them with him. She works
in the fields, and accompanying her lhusband
a-fishing, she steers his little bark. Afflicting
wants often disconrage the souls of these nn-
fortunate beings. The father falls the victim
of long iufirmities, the infant, of the evils which
belong to ecarly life, and a raging fever cuts off
the mother of the family ; thus the miseries which
they undergo in procuring a subsistance, are
heightened by the sorrows of final separdtion.
Unable to live alone, the man allots afew months
to the griefs of widowhood, then descends the
river in his piragua, and presents himself at some
village to offer to some new spouse his many
fatigues and privations, but with them a heart
which is wholly her’s.

For many days past the mountains had made
their appearance to the west, and the number
of the caymans visibly diminished : this circum-
stanee indicated that the heat was less ardent,
though the temperature was still so great, that
we always halted at noon, and passed some time
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under the natural shelters that were formed over
the river by the majestic ceibas, and various
other trees of thick foliage.

Although our piragua was very large, being
about 48 feet long, we took care whenever
we stopped to draw it up upon the tand, and
in that situation took our repese with more
tranquillity. If the left bank of the river had
beeuw less cunbaerassed with the trunks of trees,
the plantations of bananas which cover 1t, would
have induced us to coast along it; but we should
have becu exposed to so many dangers, that
we determined keeptog upon the right.  Amidst
the solitudes of these waters we encountered a
luggage Dboat laden with soldiers, who were
descending the river to the mournful sound of
aun Indian flute. Upon leaving Vadille, we ar-
rived at the common boundary of the provinees
of Santa- Martha and Candinamarea, and a sur-
prising change in the appearance of the country
forced itself wpon our attention; for bananas
and cocon trecs were every where to be scen,
and T experienced an infinite satisfuction, at
finding these traces of the labours of man in places
which seemed exclusively the patrimony of fe-
rocious anhinals.

At five a'clock, we passed thirough the Bocca-
Rosario, so they call a part of the river where
it is extremely confined, and counscquently flows
with great rapidity, At cight, when we were
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established as usual upon our bank of sand, I
said to myself: it is now midnight at Paris and
nearly all iny countrymen are also taking their
reposc; but, fatigued with a thousand varied
pleasures, and feasted with exquisite dainties,
they refresh themselves on beds of down; vigi-
lant guards insurc their safcty ; winter and
the industry of man protect them from the my-
riads of insects with which I am devoured;—it
freezes with them, yet they enjoy a comfortable
warmth, while I, but a few degrees from the line,
ain almost perished with cold.—-

We still continued to struggle against the
current of the river, which increased in rapidity
in proportion as we approached its source;
this velocity of the streamm was also occasioned
by the promontories which, from place to place,
arrested its course : these projections of the land,
were particularly rewmarkable by the brilliant
colours of the different strata disposed in regu-
lar beds. The day having been passed in great
exertion, we stopped at five o’clock opposite San
Pablo.

In the evening, I ascended the banks of the
river, entered the village and paid a visit to the
aleaid. A field of bananiers, a piragua for
fishing, some dogs for hunting, an indiflerent
fowling piece, and two hammmocks composed
alt his wealth ; a pair of drawers, a linen shirt
and a straw hat all his stock of clothing. HHe
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walked bare-foot, but nevertheless e¢njoyed in
the village every imaginable prerogative : for, in
fact, besides the right of hearing and determi-
ning causes, in the same manner as our justices
of the peace, it was his oflice to regnlate the
weights aud measures, than which nothing could
e more arbitrary; a parcel of stones, whose value
is perfectly conventional, serves as weights, while
the scales are made of two calabashes often very
unequal.~It is also his duty to levy the taxes
and conscriptions.

Notwithstanding the neccessity which we ex-
perienced in this frightful navigation of frequently
bathing on account of the heat occasioned by the
sun, by the bites of the mosquitoes, and the num-
ber of men crowded together in so small a space,
I began to take this exercise with lcss pleasure
after we got at some distance from Morales.—In-
deed, both the air and the water were extremely
cold, and I experienced a disagrecable seasation
every time 1 went into the river.—This was not
the only change I remarked in these higher parts
of the streaun : the sky was so continually covered
with clouds that we seldom got a sight of the
moon.—We no longer experienced those resplen-
dent nights of the tropies in which the light was
almost as brilliaut as that of the day. On the
contriry, thesummits of the high mountains, which
surrounded us, were so envelloped in vapours as to
be entircly hidden from our view. ‘Thus, in spite of
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the zealous cflorts of my bogas we seldom procecid-
ed during the night, and even in the forenoon the
fogs were frequently so thick, that it was with
difficulty we could distinguish objects at two
boats length from our piragua. On the other
haud, the greater mildness of the temperature,
produced an effect upon the productions of na-
ture, that were by far more agrecable to the eyes
of an European. In fact, the ground was better
covered, and more varviegated ; the most hril-
liant flowers spread themselves over the baunks
of the river, and amidst them the maravilla
formed garlands of the most splendid purple—
The trees were stronger though less elevated, and
being fixed in the earth by decper roots, a less
number of trunks impeded the navigation of the
viver, 1 had aboveall an opportunity of contem-
plating the lofty summit of Barbacou; but the
recollection of the hattles fought there by the
Spaniards and the Independents destroyed all its
charm, by reflecting that the pure and limpid
streams which wash its base had been polluted
with blood, and that, in these delicious solitudes
visited once only by men, they met but for mu-
tual destrnction.

On the 7th Febronary we saw St, Bartholo-
mew on our right: a bad roud leads from this
village to the province of Antioguia; we were
now soon amid the dark and muddy waters, which
a neighbouring streaum brings io tribute to the
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Muagdalena, and whose fetid odourindicates itsun-
healthy quality. Quitting these pestilential waves,
we hud to deuble a promontory called Remolino
Grande ; the waters here precipitate themselves
with a violenee dangerous for boats, which do
not always insure their safety by occasionally
grappling te the rocks, branches and roots which
ure fomul along its banks; passing alf these
dangers iu safety, we arrived before night-full at
Garapata, The inhabitants of this hanlet bave
the reputation of being very patriotic. By vir-
tuc of this, my bogas were desirous of establish-
ing u system of agrarian law, which did not at
all incet the views of the citizens of Garapata,
wlho were obliged to e on the alert all night,
and watch the motions of my sailors. The latter
indeed, drawing the inference from their politi-
cal logic, insisted wpon being furnished gratis
with fowls, oranges, basanas and even salt.
“ Between friends and brothers,” said they, “all
should be bad in common.” The principle was
not admitted. Upon which, changing their sys-
tem, they unknown to me threatened the inhabi-
tants with the whole weight of my indignation,
which with these poor wretclies was not an idie
menacee, as I had been made to pass for an officer
of the republic—By this stratagem, my bogas
suceeeded o obtaintng many neeessaries.

We were now to cross the Angustura, a very
dungerons steait,  Qur first care was to twist two
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or three ropes into one, next to examine the pi-
ragua, and repair the damnage it had received near
Garapata, and lastly to take on board fresh poles.
When all was ready we pushed off shore, and in
a short time were at the foot of the Angusturi.
‘This rock is very lofty, and as it projects far into
the river narrows it considerably. It was not
without anxiety we found ourselves in the midst
of the Dbreakers, where our poles only could be
of service to us. The banks of the river are
so steep, that no means of grappling are any
where to be found. When the water is low,
the sailors go with much difficulty and fasten
their rope to some tree at a great distance, and by
this means escape the danger of being carried
away by the impetuosity of the current. There
were formerly at Angustura men stationed to
verify the passports of travellers; they were at
the swme time provided with all that was neces-
saryin case of an accident ; at present nothing of
the kind exists,

The river at the Angustura is very lunpid,
but the moment this dangerous strait is passed,
its waters become again ycllow and mnrky. At
a short distance we perceived Nare, to which I
soon ascended. Nareis onc of the most impor-
tant villages of Magdalena. Situated at the dis-
tance of five days’ journey fromn Medellin, it has
become the most frequented port of the rich pro-
vince of Antiogquia. Couriers, wmerchants and
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travellers, all stop there, and cause much bustly
and activity. In short it is the entrepot of the
cocoas of Magdalena, forthe regions of thewestern
Cordilleras, the cocoas being here exchanged for
the gold worked in these wountains. The river,
which bears the name of Nare, is a canal very
commniodious forthe transport of merchandizeinto
the interior of the country.
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