
CHAPTER IIJ. 

POPUL¡\.TIQN OP THE COUNTRT IN GBNERAL, 
AND THE SPANISH POPULATION 

IN PAII.TICULAR. 

SECTION J. 

TKJ:IB ,,"ldOUMT, DIaTB¡BUT10lf, &c • 
. 

Tm: COIlOby of Cuaau is nearly twice u 
latge u Peru. Cundioamarca, including Quito, 
ÜI Itill larger. The former Capitani~nenJ. 
contains nea.!" 48,000 tquare leaguet (twenly_ 
five 10 a degree): Pero, alter La Pu, Potoai. 
Charcu, and Santa CrulIl de la Sierra, we~ 8e

parated from it, lUId joi.ncd to the viceroyalty 
ofBu~~ Ayres, cootained ooly so.OOO. Cun-
4io1lflW"Ca, including Quito, .contaiD! 6.5,000. 
'nose calculations have been made by M. Olt. 
. manDs, from the a1tu:ationl which Humboldt'. 
astroDomial ohsetvatiOD$ hve iotroduced ioto 
the ma]» of Spaoish America. 

. The fonner of Ihe~ portioos, Caracu, h;u 
ncarl)' a lIIil1ioll uf iohabitaDI.!. 

• 

• 
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Foue casta c:ompoote thiI populalioD the 
1i'hitel,' Iodianl, Negroc:a, and peopJe Ofc;ol.OUf 

oc mixed taCe. Thete CNtes are Mlbdivided 
iolo ... hites boro in Europe, vulgarl,'callcd 
Gachupines; ",hite Cnolea, ~duta of 
Eu~; Matiz.oea.. mixture or"rhi.tee and 
IDdjln,¡ Zamboea, • miJ:~ oC IndWI •• Dd 
Negroet; aIld M .. !·ueu, • mUtlUe of ... hites 
andNqroes. 

TIlo Spaniud. bom in Europe uied lo toII· 

&ider themKives ... wpetior el ... to other 
whites: to have beeo bol1l iD Europe " .... 
kiud ofnohility. 

Aa 10 !he diatribution oC thia populatioo. 
Humboldt .. ya,_Th~ copper-coloured natives. 
or IoWaIllo CODltitUle • very important lD&It oC 
tbe agricultura! populalion 001, in tbo.e pl&a!ll 
wbere tbe Spaniarda fou,!d .~ goVtnl. 

menú, a "civil cOlDmttDlty, aud aacient &lid 
very eomplicated loatitutiol1l, .t the CoD~ueat; 
.. in New Spaio, IOUlh of Dun.ngo¡ lod.ia 
Pero, from CUICO to Pototi. In tbe Capitua. 
General of Caracu, lbe lodian populaüon iI 
incoaaiderable, at leue beyood tbe Miu.iom, 
aod iD !he cultiyated zooe. At tbe Momut. 
oC great political diMenaioD&, tbe nativa ucite 
no fear in Ihe ... hilea, oc tbe mingled euteI. 

Colllputing, in 1800, \he total populatiOD of 
Ihe,province. at nine hundred thou.eand -.gula, 

• il appeared lo Humboldt. that tbe Iodians 
made only one_nintb; while, .t M~ico, they 
rotm ncady one·h'alr or the inblbitanu. 



.,. 
A-. the c..r. thM CUCllpoM tbe JKIIMl

ladon of ear.caa, lh.t oC the Bb.eb. .hich 
.mm. at oace lbe iD ... t due lo znial'ortune 
aod th, dre.d oC • Yiolent ..-cti01l0 iI not UD
port.aqt fiom itl lIUlDber'; bui il d lo fro,,;it. 
acCOIDUIatioD lID • ..u 'P'I-"t oftenitory. 'We 

iihí1i lOon Me, that iDill m. etptWl1Il.Gmersl. 
they do l10t aceed .. fifteeoth ol 1M wholt 
populatioo. . ID the iIlaad el Cub., .berr, oi 
a11 tbllle ia tbe Wm Lld~ lb. Ne¡roe. beu 
the ..... nm pzupottioa lo tbe .. hitel,. tbq-ere. 
in 1811, • oue lo thr_ Tbe Seveo United 
Pro.ioea of Ve»e!''';', have un,. tbouAod 
Negroa: ud meJI al ODIour f_ul,. uva. i 
Cub&, the uteat oi.hicb iI eilht tinMIIlsl, 
.... two hundred and t"",lv. thouund. Con_ 
IidtriDg lbe tea of the Wa.t India úJandt, of 
.hich the Gulf of Mexico m.kee .. part. u aa 
intehOl' _ with le\1lnlIllOUtb .. it 11 impottaat 
to fill[ OUt atteatioo OP the poIitical re1atiom 
th.t ruult. Crom thi •. Iiogu.1aF eonllsurstioo of 
the N_ Coutineat. bmreen counbiel placed 
anraad tbe ame t-iD. Notwithttanding tbe 
iIolated ,tate iD wbiclt the greatet pan m \he 
mothU~Dtries eodeavour lo bold their ca
Jooies, lbe ~nl tbat take plac:e &ni not 1 

. the 1_ eommUDinted ftolll Olla lo ~ otbu. 
Thc e1~~b of di.;ord Uf! evety •• here tilo 
"me; llId, u if by inatinct. .. COllcert ¡. ~ \ I 
blished bctween men of the IIIme colOll r, &!. . 
though sepanted by diBerenctl .ot 1II,l1gu.ge, . 



"" 
and inhabiting oppoaite COQts. 'Ibt Ameri
CAn Mediten'aDe&ll, formrd by the .bores of 
Caracu. Cundilll.marca, Mu.ico, the United 
States,· lod lbe Wetot India llla.ada, mlyoouut 
úpon ita bonIer'II oeu I million lod • hall al 
Negroe.; but 10 UlIeqtWly dietribuf.ed. lbat 
tbere· are very few lo the IOUtb, &Dd lCIfCdy aD, in the ' region of tbe wat. Their great 
'lCCUII1ulation ia OD the northem '1IId eaateru 
coutJ. This may be aaid lo bo tbe Afiicao. 
p.rt of the interior bain. It iJ natural that 
tne commotWn. which, Iioce 119t. have mani
fested themaelveI in Su! Doa:üDgo, IIbould have 

• ~n propagated lo the c:outs oC c.r.cu. So 
long u Spain pclleaed those 8De colonifll iD 
tranquillity. the littl, reliltaoce or the &lava 
".. tntirely repreued: but when altruggle of 
nothu kind, t.bat ror independentl! ~n,. tbe 
Bkcb. by their menadog poIition, u'dted 
a1ternl1ely tbc apprebenl iom of lbe oppo6ita 
partiH ¡ and the gradual or instaDWIeOID Ibo. 
lition nf .\avery hu been proclaimed in di8$. 
rent regiOllI of Spanilh Ameriea, IIOt perhap
merely frolIl moovCl of jltltice uw.t humanity. 
hut abo lo ~ the,!lid of In intrepid race 
al mm. hr.bituated lo printioo, ann fighting 
ror thei,r 0"'0 cauR. 

• 
• 'noop-<ld ..... fIllho"'"I00t1M b&clt1lC1 .... t.L .. ~ 

_....aaiaa. jo upor!O<l br!be M*iooippi;""¡ u.. r--
·.;O~ ofFloriolo ha bfto .... _,1, dcoirnl by tilo Aa ..... 
A~ _t, _¡lb. ri ... of OCCIII'1'"' I ".III1.U ..... of._ Oh 111. intmor .. .. 
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'!be utr ÚI ..... .nd N'F* _ IDeO oC o:Jo 

loar, fonnerl,,,,,,,, _1UdI tbe Snout Urtital 
PnrriD_ oC Ve.,..uet. ~taiP. are .o UD_ 

eq~l, divided. lblt iD the proviuoe or Cara
CM alooe tbere are ouriy forty chouaaud, DJle
tifth of .bieh Il'e Multttoet ¡ iD that of:w:...... I 
eai.bo, ten 01'" twelve lhollaDd I in thote oC 
c"'~. and lIarttIooa, 1CaKd, au thou.od. 
To jud¡e of lb .. inAuence _bicb tbese NrsrON 
azId &he mm of colout en. ia genefal • lbe 
public traaqu.illity. it ia l10t ellOU8h lo kno", 
their Dumber 1 ., mUlt conaidet thcir ac:QIJIIll-. 
latioa. at oertala poillta, ,ud thei.r mllOoer oC 
Jire, .. cultintort, or iobabitallb of lo_DI. In. 
the provioce of Vene.zuela, lbe,. .re aucmbJed 
togetber on .. space oC no ¡real extent, brt.een 
the CONt aIId .. tille . lb.t P- (at t ... elve 
Ieagu~ froID tbe 00Nt) througb PJnaqu.ire,. 
Yate. Sabana de Ocumue, Villa de Cu .... ud 
Nit¡ua. Tbe u.oo.. or yut plaiDI of CaU.. 
bolo, San Catlot, GUUllI'e, and Barquirilneto,. 
ooowo ooly (OUt or 6ve thouaarnl, wbo are 
_Hered amoog lb_ {arm .. aud elllployed in 
\he tale of eattle. Tbe lIumber oC per10Ill 
eormuly úetd meu iI l-ery cooadetable' tbe 
5paPith la". lod ClUtoml ",ere rl.vOunable 10 
~nt. A QI.IIur could not rd"uM 
liberty to .. llave wbo ofI'en:d him lbe lUID of 
tbree hWldred pWtfet" noen tboogh he rnight 
han cCItt hito double that tum, 00 aceouot oC 
bil inchutry, Dr .. particulll1' aptitude (or tbe 
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u.de he pl'llCtiIed. ~ oC pmgat .bo" 
by theif .ü~ batond libuty 011 • certam 
miluber of alavet, ... more COIDIQOO in the 
proviDce of Veuezuela iban in ., othu pjace. 
A abott time, aa,.. Humboldt. before .e vilit.
ed the fertile v.Jle,. of Angua. ud the I..ke 
of Vlleacia, I lady; ,...ho iDhÚ¡ited !he sz-t 
viIbge of Vieton.., otducd be!' ~. (lO 

he&' death.bed, lo give libert, lo a1I bu_ya. 
10 tbe o.umber of tbirty. 

What ¡, _t iD~ iD Soutb Am.erlca" 
Dellt lo the ltate of tbe Blacka, ¡, lo know tbe 
lIumbezo oC .b.i.te CreoIm, or H~Ameri. 
caos, II.lId that of tbe ",hita bom iD Europe. 
It u dil6cult to aequlre notiOIU tuflkientJy ex_ 
&et on 10 delicate a poiot. Thl people in the 
Ne ....... ell .. tho OId World. abbOJ'!'ed_ 
berilig.. .-upeeting" the~ lO be made in order 
lo Iup1(!Dt the weigbt or ta.x~ Tbe mcII in 
olDee, 00 the other land, teIIt by lbo 8:lOthet. 
COWItry lo lbe cokmie., dialiQd thete statim. 
ea! enumeratiool .. much .. tbe people, aod 
tilia from motive. of. jea1ou& palie,. n_ 
numberi0S'> ea irbome ID mue. ""ere not 
euily witbheld from lb!! curior.ity oC tbe p!.ru
era. AltÍJough mioiaten at Madrid. •• are of 
the real interestl of their coontry. endelvoumd. 
fro.-a time lo time 'lO obtain precise iIIl"or.mll.tlon 
rapecting tbe increuing proaperity oC tho co
¡ocies. the loa! authoritiel did not in geDel'l.I 
sewnd tbeM uaeful view!!. It requÍled direct. 



... 
orden ha tite Coon of s,.m. lo han tlw. 
ncelleat DOCiom ol poatical_, del.i',ered, 
tIo tbe edJton ol tlMl PenaYiM Men:wy. 'bich 
tbey llave pubUebed. It... iD Huieo. aad 
DOt.t lbelrid, 'that Humboldt hemI CoUat de 
llevillagigedo. the ";taOl. b1aee4 for haviog 
Wanntd a11 N_ Spain, tbat the capit:.l of • 
CO\mtry wlrich hu lis D'l!.1liÓlil of illblhitanta, 
contained, i" 1190. 01'111 two thool"M three 
huodred Euf'OP"lU, .lUle it ... eollljruud 
tb.t there .. ere itI il InOre ¡han Sfty ~uu.nd. 
HiJpIlI~Am.rieln.. '!be penoot.ho utta'rd 
th_ eompbiDlI. coolidered the ene .tabliab. 
mea! 01 potts. by .. b1cb • lettu tra"" fronI 
Buenot A)'TM 10 Ne. California. al OCle ofthe 
moIt dangeroue CODoeptioof ot Count !1ori.;Ja 
Blal'lCL ThO! c:ouruelled (lUlppily wilhout 
JUc~) tbe rooting up of !be mm uf Ne. 
Mnlco .nd.ChUi; in order lo fa.,our tbe (:(\IDo 

merce of'thlmother.countzy. 
Ir 11'1 eomparelhe &ven Provin«II ot: Can. 

CM lo lbe kingdom ot Muico aad tbe iNDd 
of Cuba. .tI .hall aucceed iD 6Dding tbe '1'
prollUm.le Dumber ol .hite ~ .DII even 
of EurO! "' n.. Bnt, M HiJpan~Aaleri. 
CKIIeo form in Muieo Delrly OI'IÑfth; and in 
lbe j.land ot Cúb.., according lo the .,try aceu· 
Rle momeratioD 0(1801 • • thin!. orthe wbole 
population. Wbeo •• rcaed that the kiog. 
docn of Muico iI inhablted by b.o millioDI 

and • half of nativu of tb8 copper-rolouM 
• • 



nee.-.... heo "C"t»IImdet tke"aau oftlte ~ 
Ihu. U1I bathed by th!! Faci4c: Ocao. ud IDo 
.mal! oUlllbet of .... hites ro thc lDt¡,.,drociew gf 

Puebla and Oauc:a, eoaIparW\'dy with tbe 
nativei, ... 0 caollOt doubt. th&t tbe proviaee of 
V COoelIuelaat leaat. if oot the "hole ~ Catacat, 
hu • greater proponioo Ü\an tbat of ooe 10 

Dve. Tbe ialand OC CubI,· io"hich thc "b..it. 
ue evea !"DOre oumelOlQ !.hao in Chill, mIor 
fumilh ID ... ith • limitWg number, \hat u 10 .y. o.e muimum that caD be".uppoMld in c.. 
ncu. 1 believo ... e muR.top at lwo hundred, 
or two hundted &ud ten thouWld Hispano
American .. in a total popuJatioo of Dioe hUI!
dM thouw!d IIOtIIa.. "The Dumber of Euro
JIC:.ImI iocluded in &he ... bite race. doet not es· 
oeed t ... el"" or Meen tbOUllllld. It eutaiDly 
u oot greatet at Maico than aillty thou..oo f 
and tevenl ltat.emeotll .ho\l', lbat" if ... c eMi
roete the .... bole of the fonnec Spaniah colonin 
.t fourteeD or fifteeu roillions of iob.bitaab, 
thero anI in tbiJ Dumber al mod. thl"Cll milliooa 
of Creo1e .... hite&, N1d t"ll'O hUDdr$d tbo .... nd ... ..,...,.. 

The Indian popuLilion in the province. of 
Carac:u j¡ thul incoosider.ble. It u mOfeonr 

• w. do no! _.,ioRIlIe kin¡do .. ot D~.""" Apa. 
. b.'e. _""". ",im"" of iub.biu.u, lb ... bita ..... a_ 
t1'ftaCl,. nu.........,. in ,be pa<U ,,,,,ud oh. __ ; ... a. 
tbe 1oIbI.1I.n<Io, "" P""""eeo '" ,be Si ........... . \moot _ 
lftl,. PfOI'Itd .illt Dlli,"" 
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:recently ciYilizod. alId .11 tbe to_ uve been 
found....! by the Spaniah cooquerore. Thos& 
eould DOt faUow, .. in Mellico ud Pero, tbe 
tnon of the aocieDt civilimtion oC tbe nativ~ 
Cancu, Manc.ibo. D"man., and Coro, haVl 
Jlotbiug IodiaD but lbe uame. 

SECTION n. 
TlBlI O~ CIVILJU'rION. 

1H China llId J.pan. obeerve. Humboldt., 
thOle inl'eutiooa: lIIlI considered .. recent., 
",hich bue not beeD luIown above two thou. 
aaud yean: in !.be Europeau caloniea, au event 
1Ippe&m utremely old. ir it date.. back throe 
c:eutwiet. 01 about tbe period uf lbe discovc'1 
ofAmeriu. 

The abaence of memorial-, which dJanc. 
terises Dew nation .. both in the United Statcs 
lIUd in the Comer Spaaith and Portugueae c;o. 

lome.,. d we1lTt'orthy oC attcotion. The void 
bu not anly 8OIDethiOg painfili lo the trave1ler. · 
who ñnda hiDllelf deprived afthe moIIt ddigbt. 
iw. enjoymenu oC tbe iaugioatioa I it hu alllO 

·aD inliueDce on the greater or 1911 poweñul 
tiel, tba.t bínd the coloniat 10 the ao.il 00 w"ieh 
he d'/l'ellI, to the fonn of the locb auffOUOd
iDg bU hut, ud \o the UeeII ",hich bave sitaded 
hit cra.dle. • 

VOL. l. • b 



Amon, tbe aricielltJ, lbe Pboeoia- _ die 
Greeks. ror inlJtanee, tr.di~ and nmon.! 
remCll1bnnea p md rro.n tbe motbn--COI,lII. 

uy lo the coIoDia; .bere. perpetu&ted &om 
geDerWoo lo gmerW.oo. tbey De'l'e!' cale lo 

hI .• e a ravol,lrable iaSueDce on lbe opinion .. 
lbe manDen. .ad tbe poUq of lbe colODim. 
lbe di=.tn of tb_ 6nt establilbmeob be
yood Ibe ltU, di6ered hut little from lbow of 
lbe =otbet-couutry. lbe Greeb of A&.. 
MiIlor and Sici1, "ere 1101 atrau¡en lo tbe in. 
h.bitalltl of Arp. AtbeDlt and Corintb. Croen 
"hom tl1 ~y bouted lbeit desoeDt. A grest 
.aalogy of manDen contrihuted lo c:em.ent tbe 
uniDo, "hich "u fouoded 00 reI~ ud po.: 
litica! lo terettl. Tbe c:olooiatl Crequently oIf'er. 
lid lbe tint Cruitl of lbeir barvm:. ID \be tal).. 

pies oC tl1e metropoli.; and ",hen by _ 
.w.ter accident lbe aered me wu extill,uiab. 
ed 00 tbe alta.n or HClti .. nleJ3eDgen wete 
lJeot froto lbe Cuther pan oC Iooia. to rekiodJe 
th" /l.ame at lbe Ptytanrion of <heeee.. Every. 
"here, in Cyrene, .. "e1l .. (ID lbe banb or 
tbe M~ the inhabitanu ClI'IIrully presuved 
lhe tnditiQnl of tbe 1Ilotber-oououy. Olher 
rememhraneea, equ.lly tiu.ed 10 alfect tbe ¡_ 
¡io.tion, ""ere .ttached lo lbe c:olooifll tbem
.elves. 'The, had theic IIICred groves, tbei<' 
tutelary divioities, tbeir local mythology, and, 
"hlt gave Ufe and durability 10 the bCt10ns of 
Ihe 6rst agea. lbey had poetJ, "ho e:w:tended 
lheir ,Iory as fu .. lbe metropolia itselt:. 



ne.e ailvantIgU. and man1 others, are 
wanling in modem coIonict. Tbe gt'taU:f part 
anI lewed. io a zone, 1I'here tbe dimite, tbe 
produc:tiona, tbo ~!;:t of tbe 1\,:1, and tbe 
lCCftery of the IandlCfpe, di!'er altogether fl1)m 
tbOle ofEurope. lbe coloo~t vainl1 bato1l" . 
on Inouowoa, riven. and nJleyt, thOle oames 
1I'hich ca1J to bit remell1bmlte tbe lites of tbe 
matber..o:MJnby: these namell 100ft lOIe tbeir 
attractioo, and have DO meaniog wi.th tbe geoe. 
ntionJ tbat lUeeeed, Ullder!be inft~C1I of 
In uotic Jllture, babib UCI generattd that are 
ahpted to oe1l' 1I'aab l. I1I.tiooal remembraoca 
are iOletllibly effaced ¡ and tbOle tbat remaio, 
lib phantoms of tbe ¡maglnatioo, lave neitber 
.. a local habitatioo, nOI" a name," lbe glo!), 
of Don Pelagio, and of the Cid Campeador, 
hu penetnted. eveo 10 tbe mountai~ IIld 

. COrtita of Amerita: the people aometimes pro
lWWIot thtle iIIustrioua nalllta I OOt tbey. form 
DO other notions of thcir exi.uoce. tban tbatol 
heroea belonging to tome vague period uf f:abu_ 
10111 times. . 
, Tb¡' foreign fitIDament, lbis cootrast of di
mate, lbi. pb)'lical confonnation ofthe eoontrj-. 
lu.ve a mote decided efrect OD the .tate of 
met1 in the rolonies, thlll tho ab.olute dis
tante oftbe mtJther-eouDlfy, 5uth i. tbe im_ 
preved .tate uf modero nlvigation, thlt the 
rnoutbs of \.bo OriaDeO IIld of the· Rio de ¡a 
Plata seem more contiguUII' 10 5pain, lb.D in 
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f«met tiraN PhMU Il)d T.utcuu. did lo die 
couta el GtftCe &Dd I'!wmia.. w. nm. ob

.lUYe, ibalo iD regi_ equall, remate. !be maa· 
ntn and lnuiiúODI ol Europe lIe mOC'fl habi
tuall, ¡xaerved in !he telDperate zone. SUai
larity oIlituation coatributel. in • eertain ~ 
tD maiotaio nIOrfI in\imate conoexioas betweeo 
tbe eoIooiIU aDd tite metropolia. • 'nIit in
luenc:e ofpbyUeal ""," in the Ilate ol iD&Dt 
~~et~~lme~~.hnu~ 
ctnlI portions of'people of lbe _ rateo ... bo 
hue beeD recetltJy aeparated ftOCII ea.ch oIher. 
In trave ... ing tbe regiont of tbe N_ WorId, 
_ ~n. th&t '" liad more traditiODS, .. ' 
ve-ter (retime.. iD tb .. rtmembrancet of tbe 
motber-countr)'. 'Wberever the clim&te pennib 
lbe cult.i~oD. of eonI. In thll point oC m., 
Pennlylvania, New Muico, and Chill, reseDI_ 

bit tboee elev.ted plaio. nf Quilo and New 
$pIllD. which "are cx-'ercd ,..ith oU' IIlId .itli 
.~ . 

AmOD8' tbe aDcieatl, bilt.ory, religiow opi. 
nionJ, and the pbyaiCalltlte o{. c:ouotty. were 
liaked togelher by inditlOloble tia ne colo
Ditt o:Iu.t hve renouDced Ole &ith tnll.llnitted. 
lo biD! by m. ~ cou1d be uve fOrp
ten the upeet oC tbe litet, and lbe aDc:iart re
volution. oC lb, motbet-cotlntr)'. WiIh 1110-

4em n&lions, rdigion M looger 1fear.. jr .. 
... , UR the upreaion, • local tinto a.n.
ünity. in fumiabing MW ideo, _nd opeoing" 



vida range lo tbe esen::iIe of tbe iotdlectllal 
faculties,---iD declariog lbat .. 1.1 na.t.iOIll of meo 
dlll dwdl 00 tbc f_ of tbe carth I.AI mado 
of oae blood. and memben or tbe _ famU, ... 
-bu wtakened every u.elulive lentiment, Iml 
hu IPt'eld tbrougb both _ortd. tbe anciul tn,. 

ditiona of tbe FMt witb tb OM tbat ue pec:u. 
liat1l ¡tt OWII. Natiollt ol diffcrwl origin • .&IId 
diacordaDtidioou, bt.ve ruei.ed, from tbi. oom
_ iDNitutioa commOll rememb~; and 
tbe establilhment or tbe 1IliIeion .. after hlri.og 
Iald tbe fOUDdatioa of dvilir.ation in I greal 
part oftbe D_ eooMeot, hu given lo_o
gonic ud rdigiout ¡deu .. marktd prwmin. 
ellCe over remembrlloCft tb .. t W'ero merdl na-
tionoL 

·Bul tbil iI DO! all : Ihe American coloniu 
ue almOlt all foundcd in countriea, whe", Ihe 
geomrotionJ that lfO extinet b .. n left scan:ely 
lllIy trace oftbeir exilteoee. At Ihe roou!.h of 
!he Rio GUa. 00 die banb ol!be Mm.xu;. in 
!.he plains Ibat cxtend lo tbe cut oflbe Andes,. 
tr.d.iliool date 00 rarthcr block thao I ~Iltwy. 
Al Puu, Gu.timala, and Mu..ico, ruiDl"Qf edi. 
fica, hillori~ paintings. and mOllumcob oC 
lCulpture, attest, 1I iI tlue, tbe llIcieot dvilj.. 
Qtioo.of tbe DltivCII¡ bul io a ",hol. province 
.. c IilId very fe. families who h&n j Ult ideas 
telati.e lo lbc hialory of Ibe loe ... Ind of the 
Mu"ican priDceL The native hu preeerved bis 
boguage. bil dreBII, I.lId hil n.tional ehanctv" ¡ 
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II\1t the diappw.oce of \be "quiw-. aZId of 
aymbolie plintill8'o the iDUoduc:tioo of Chria
Úlnity, Ind other cirwnutaoCfto hn-e gndual. 

"11 utingv.iahed hÜitorical ud rel igioul tndj. 
tion.. 011 tbe other hUId. tbe coIoru.t of Eu
ropeao ra« diIdUlIf whatevu relatea to tbe 
eonq~red people. PIaoed behreen!he remem
bra.aea of the mOlhu-couolry', &lid thoae ol 
lbe country "bue he fint dre'lt' hU breath. be 
COIUiden botb ,,¡lb equal indi.tl'uCIICC; aDd iD 
• cl..im.le 1II'here the cquality of KUOOS readlCl'1l 
thc IUCCeWOII oC Jear1 almoI! ilnperc:qrtible. 
be ab.lldonl himltlf to &he eojoymeobl uf the 
preseat moment, .lId tcaJ'('e1y c;qbl baclr..look 
oo 'thc times lbat . re past. 

Whal .. dilference abo between the IiIoIIo
tonoua hiltory of modern colooies, and !be 
varied pietuffI exhibited by lbe Jegial&tiOll, lbe 
manne", Ind the political revolutiolll of lbe 
colonie. oC lhe Incientl! Their intellectnal. 
culture, modifiecl, by the dilf'erent foOlu of their 
govcrnment, ol\en · ucittd tbe cnvy oC tbe 
mothcr.countriel ¡ &lid by thil happy rivalahip. 
arta aod Iclten attained lhe highest degree of 
.¡¡lendour in Jonia, in Gnecia Magna, aud in 
Sici.ly. In OUt dlYJ, on the coot.n.ry. the 
coloniea have neither hi.tory, nor natioaal 
liwlture. 'I'boIe oC the Ne ... wotli uve 
neo/u had powerful neighbours; and thert lile 
ttate of lIOcietl hu under¡oall 001, impenr,. 
tibie chlng~ Witbout political uittenee, 



"" thae ,ett1aaeQb, fpnQed COI' CD!Dmel'ce or for 
asricWtW'e. have tah ... but a puslve pllrt in 
lbe gn.t agi,.tiMa of lbe .0I1d. Tbe biatoty 
oi lI:lOdsu eoI.oaieI a60rdt but til'O mmlOrable 
eve.otl tbeir Coundatiotl, and tbeir tepuatioB 
Ú'oG1 the awther-eounuy. The ánt oí th_ 
n_ti ¡, rich iD remembranoet. ... hiela _a. 
tially beIoDg lo tbe couotriet oecupied bylha 
colooim; but,. · far from recalling to miod lbe 
peaceíul progre- oC ioduatty. 01' tbe improve. 
IDCIlt of colonial legilbtjon" acta of ,,¡oIenee 
ao,d iDjustice oo1y protrude them.elvea 011 lbe 
lCelIe. What chann can thoee u.tnanliDary 
timf:II prtlelJt. when. Wlder the reign ofCharlü 
the Hfth, the Caatilims diapl.yed mote courage 
tbm Wtue? ~d wben chivalrow bonour, Jike 
the g10ry ol ann., ... aullied by flallaticiJm and 
the thlnt of riches? Tbe eoI.onitta, of mild 
.ch&ra.ct.er, ve freed by theit .ituatjoo from 
national prejudicee, end appreciate.t lheir jult 
valuc lbe n.ploita oC lbe coaqum.. Tb,e men 
wbo llgured et lb,t period were Europeans ¡ 
lbey Wele !h_ IOldien oC lbe molher.country; 
lbey 'PPUf ... ~ra to lb, inhabilallta of 
t.ho colouies, fOT tbree agea have ~en 'I!lficieot 
lo dia9lve the tiea oC blood. Among lbe coo
quiatadore.. no douht. lIOIlIe upright aDd gt!ne
¡"OUt mea mey be found; bui. miogled iD tba 
lI:IlIUo they hue been uru.ble lo eaca.pe lhe 
Senenl proscriptiOD. 

1 believe ", hlve iodicaled !he principal 
caUlea, "hicb io modern colonia hne dispellcd 
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:aatioul lUD .... bnmc:a. witboat DObIy fiIli.ag 
tbei:r pt.::e by otben relative to die WWib, 
fttlt'll inhabited. ThiI cirCllmrhnca, __ 
not mtllciendy repeat, eJ~ • ¡reat iD-
!uence Oyer \be lituatioa ofthe coI. ... 

11Iere ate ttill otber corapan.ti.,. vie1JI wbicb 
thro ... ligbt on tbe genen1 eiviliatiou oC 80atb 
AQ1eriCL 

ID Europe, OUf fteat, buJe,. &dd ~ ~ 
vut lJlK'C'I 01 gt'OUDd ¡ aad iD per-l tbe 
arable laDcb touc:h e.eh otber, whmnw tbe 
loh.bitanb lit'!! upon com. It ia not tbe_e 
UIlder tbe torrid zone, "bere maD hu beea 
ahle lo appropruto lo bimtelf pIaob that yieId. 
tQote .blll1daot and euUer baneltI. la tbae 
h'PPl elimate., the fertility of the Ql it ~ 
portioned lo the heat &Dd humidity oC the 
ItlMepbere. An irnmenllO popal.liOD 6nds 
abundaDt nowillbment on .. nUTOW lJ*Ce, 
COYe~ with plaDtal.... CNllva, yamJ. and 
maiu. 'The ~ .ituatioa ot lbe huta da. 
pened through \be fotelt, indiefta to tbe tm. 

'\-ellu the f'eeundity oC oature, wbere I AIIIIIl 
Ipot al wltivated Iand eullC81 {or lbe W'IlIb oí 
eevenI 1'arniliH. 

These conaideration. 0 0 lbe .,nculture of 
lbe tomd zone irlvoluntaril, recnJnd .... of the 
intlmate connexioo tbat el.l.b betWeflD tbe 
utent oC land c:1eued. &Dd lbe progl_ oi 
IIOciety. Tbat richlleN ofthe 1Oi1, lbat "PI 
of orpoic life, whicb multipUu lbe mean. or 
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.......... ce" retardl lb, progreu of DatioruI 
tow .. dci.,jJjzetjoo. Undu IOmild ud unifOl1ll 
• cllmate. the ouly tu¡Ult wJDt of mm ia tIw: 
oC food. It. tho feeliug of thia W'lDt 0011 
",hiel! eJ:citeI him to labour¡ IDd _ mal 
c:qiJy COIIcm:,o, "h, iD lbe midat ot abun. 
d ........ be.-th the.hade of tbe plV.bjn md 
brcsd-fruit tree, tho iatdledual 4cultiet UD

fold theonulva te. n.pi.dl, tlwa uader & rigor. 
0111 Ur. in the rqioa of,corn, .bete OUt 7aC8 

• in • perpew.I lttUg¡Ie wilb. tbe eivDeota. 
Wbm "'. tale • ~ IUIVey Di eollDtriet 
iDhlhited byagricultural 01';0"," _. obRrve; 
that eultinted lIDdt are either .epaBUd by 
fOl"eltl, Ot immediateJy touch ea.c:b otber; oot 
cnI1 lécordiDg lo lb. gro"u, oC th. popu1a. 
tioo, but lb. choice of allinentuy pl.ota. IR 
Ewope, .e judge of tilo numbtt of th. in}¡abi.. 
tIIotf by lbe uteot ol tho cultivation: under 
the tropic:s. 011. tbe ccmtrary. in the W&l'lDst 
Md lXloet humid parb oI &utb Amaica, ~ 
populout provia<:a .ppear almOlt deIetted I 
becatlle mIO, m Ol'dec 10 find OOIIrilluJleot, 
eultinta bol • amallllumber ot Kr'eL Tbae 
.c:itcu.mltanc:t:a, highly "orthy ot at1mItiou, IDO

dify It tbe ame time the pbpica1 .ppeumce 
oftbe country. ud lb. charactcf arita inlJabi.. 
tantt, giYiDg .. peMiu pbyliogoomy tci bolb 

._thing wild aod uDcultivat,ed. 'fi'bich be. 
1008' 10 DAture, tb. primitive type or ... hich hu 
oot ]'et het:n a1tered by lN't. Without nei¡b. 



boutI. ,¡moR ullCOIlZIedIId,;i1h tbe rat rI ~ 
kiDd,. acb &uallyof..w.en r_ a.epuate 
aibc. Tb.iI iDlUI.ted ,tlIkI an'esu ot :retard.: 
!.be progras to-m cirilil.ati.oo, which aD.n.aom 
only in proportiIIa u .ocie!y bec:oma more 
Dumerout, ud itt COIInuiont IDDnI iotimdt 
'-ad multiplied: but. CMl tbe otiIu baDil. it ia 
tolitude that devrlop- wad Itreapent in maD. 
tite watimellt ol libuty IlId ul(lepetlderice~ 
aod giv. birtb. 10 that DObl. pOde or ch&r.der, 
.hicb. hu ú .u tima d.ilting,,¡ehed the C
tiI.ian rKt. 

Prom tbOle ca" ... , tbe laad in tbc moR po
pulowt ~ olequinoctia1 Americe.till re
taiD. I unge upecl, which ia d8ltroled in Ihe 
t.empe~te climatet by !he cuhivation oí com. 
DetweeD !he tropica, tbe agricultura!. nltillOa 
occupyleas grouDd i ID&D. h .. there lcu uleDd
ed hia II.IDplle; be may be -.id 10 eppear¡. oot 
.. 111 abIIoIute muleJ', who cbanp al hia .ill 
tbe Iwfaee or the.w., bul u a tranaiellt gumt, 
who quietly elljo,..lhe gilb oflWure. Tbere, 
.iD the neighbowbood or tbe ~ popuio&a 
citia. !be land remaiDl , tudded with foresta. 
or covered witb • thiclt moukl. MVeI' toro IIp 
by the plough. SpootaD_ pUnta.till predI). 
mi"'!' by tbeirqullltity over cultivated. plana, 
and determioe alone the .pptarance of lhe 
laIIdacape. It" probable. Ihu tbia atate or 
thinga will chaogc vcry .1owly. Ir, in our telll· 
pe~te dimite, the cultivatioll or coro CODtri. 
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b~ to tluw a doU UDlfOl:ZOity upan lbe lInd 
lt'1I hav' cJeanrd. 11'11 C&O.IIOt doubt, that CVeq 

"ilb Aa iDcteaiog pop'll.tion. &ha torrid _ 
wm pr'IjfefVe tha1 majetty of ~te Cona. 
~ macb· oC Aa UllIUbdued, vU¡ia lLt.Wre, 
w.h re .. de iJ. 110 attndÍvt • • d 10 pictur. 
'*lue. 'I1wa jt" !hato by a remlrhble ODB

(".tep·tiooJ ol pbyaical aod mon! c:au-. tbe 
r.hoiee IIlId productioo oí alimeutary plWl 
b"'tI ~ in1I.UfIDCIG OD three importaut objeetl 
voaCI! ebe. _ ·frian or tbe i.obted .tate 01 
familiea, tbe _ 01" 1eat npid P"'l'_ oC 
civi!intinr, aad the iDdividual cbar.cter or~ 
hpclsc.pe. 

SECTION 111. 

IIAllaaou,. ~D CUlLDU., IIf COI,.OlIau. 

lULlGIOlf, public opiDion, and!hat .pirit of 
p1Jaotry .hicla diatiopahet lb, natioD. al! 
COO.lpire to e.tahliab .mOGB't the S"..uant.. 
both iD tila 0Id It.Dd New World, a pNtia!it, for 
I3J,.1.trimolll. whi.ch ~ not otbc:,..;,c 'Witbout ita 
particular prerogr.tivea. 'DIe amalIeIt indica
tioa, for iDltance, of irre¡ul ... conduct, iJ ad
lIlitwi .. 1. ,lOOr.gaintt 1. bacblllor; .hereu, 
!he IDOSt indi8puI.bJe ,roor. aplll! • mamed 
mio are genetalJy rejected. unleu hit I':,,(ul 
" 'ife prefers lbe complaint. 
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111 Colombia bof¡¡n the Revolutioo,,pos._eN 

allowed to be trri,ed lit !he period .hieh • 
comDlOQ1y caIled tbe 'frO olp.!berty at twelve¡ 
and boyI. lit fowteeD ynn. 'J'hia.... tleo 
about !he time thay tbougbt of llIanyiog. A 
youog tIWI, not dadaed for !he churoh. .00 
_ DOt.manied &t twuaty. bepa.~to be thougbt: 
di!·t~ i and uotbiDg ..... mon: commou. tbao 
lO lee .. youog coupie, both "bote ara whe:o 

. added did DOt ex"""" thirty. Aa _ .. utute 
p~ the hint, tbey ICJU!bt to gratify hu daite iA 
thoc::hUte b&Iuh ofmatrimooy. Marritge. \bey 

. thoajht. ..... the _ of u .. nhood ni!: atudy 

oC chuacter ieldoCD, however. ~ tho 
o:mjurJ. tie. Aa uniO" f'or life ... Cormed. 
.. ith aa littlc pmnWjl,tioo, u jf it .en: that 
of a da,. The Iympath, of caprice ... mil
taken COI" th&t oC pauioo; .. I!WImIntaty likiDg 
for .. permaoeDt atta.::hmeut. Thia, ill .. rat 
m~ure, '\fU_lo be ucribed lo the old la ... 
which, iD thb importaDt tra ... ectjoo of hutDaD 
llfe. upoa whicb depoOO tbe happillat Ol' miIery 
of both partim COIIcenleG. Cor the l'eaW..adu al 
their da,... pve too little CIIIItroul to pareota 
0Ter tho jnc:l in.tj<w¡ of their childreo. 

In all ci"ilized Dlltiom, JW'C'l" p'JlleII &O 

abeolute autbority en"u tbeir c:hil~ tiU the 
period fixed by 1&.. Englaod hu ratricted 
thie period to twenty~e {oc both 1U:es. Aa 
loog u childrea are mmon. they reuain in 
cntiie dependcnce 00 their ¡weab. DurinlJ 



dlis ·time. they are allowed lo lu.n no wilI: of 
tMír 0'Im; f:Very engage:rnmt 1I'hich tbey con· 
tnet it null; efery promiae ia nugatory. T&c 
iateutioo of the Itogialature by ou. .;.e _ 
aII"t .... lo IIIbjeet lbe moral. ot youtI. lo
a aalutary c:ootroul, and lo put them undet tbe 
protec:tion r:tf en1igbteucd guatdiana. cap.ble 
of diacoTe:ring lbe NWU that might be laid 
f".:If tbcitr ine-a:perienced -se. N. 0011 is more 
entitled Of bettt:r qualdied for tha dUchaz¡e or. 
tb_ dtlica1e Ind ver¡ important duties, tJ.n 
tboee to 1I'hom ooture _ros to have COIJIiden
tialIy w.igoed tbem, upon lb" II«Urity of luch 
tiet u reoder lbe b.ppintll of·the pupil .. d,," 
lo tbem .. tbeir 0.0. 

n.. oId la" ...... lo bav .... ppaNd, thAt 
puenb are iIIIdiWerenl with respect to lbe proa-
perity ·oftbeir childreu. We indeed eu.iJy per
cave, botb fi-om lbe letter ud epirit of these 
la .... that chil.dua .. ere DOt of age tül twftlty_ 
one, .lId that tiU th.t period tlle c:ootent of lbe 
puentl ni indilpC1l ... ble too enable them lo 

eIIter into legal tnarril.ge. Bot. miupptied 
jUrUpradence rendered tllat dUpc:¡.itioo abor. 
tivo; for a little gitl at tbe .. of twelve, or 
luipling hoy at fourtten, ;'00 talked of ente!"· 
ing loto the uc:ml baotb of marri.se. aaked 
lbe c:oMetIt of hU p&rell tl .. a Ulete ma~ of 
fonn. Ji it did not appear to be • ntitable
match ¡ if lbe eonduet, lbe rnorab, the educa
tioo ol tQe belond object did l:Iot pfOll1ite • 



happy uDian, die }'*fC'IIta, U aa doubt,.as their 
duty, 1rithheld their COIlteO.t. Bat tneit re
fua&!. ioaw.d of .natin, .n furtber proceed. 
iagr. in the but.ioeu ... it ,.ould in l.Dy other 
country. only fumished 10 occasion to lbe re· ' 
fr.etory child lo Inttitu~ a IctJldalOUI h,...ujt" 

agr..i.nlt lbose who gaye him bina. JUltice, 
inltbd oí defelldiDg the parental .utbority, " 
¡pft & fnooBble reeeptiOD lo lbe eomplaioti 
01. child in hiJ fin! departure frorD liIW duty 
to th, pumñt of • Iicelltiou. conduct. Upon: 
th, fim .pplic:atlOD. 1M)' gnoted the fema1e 
petitiOller..m..t Ihe uhd, lo be ¡eiOO,ed fTOaI: 
ber Catber'. boule lo &iIOtMt Jodging. 'The 
pueola, in cooMiqueoce or thit. wete con·" 
demned lo fumillh mooty lo ply her board, lit 

.e11 as to d.efra.y lbe expenlell or lbe suit; and 
a1I thlt tbey vete &!Io"ed to adn.oce in tbcir 
OWD defeoce ..... lhe inferiority of thc pTOposcd 
aon Of daughtcr_in-J..1IJ in poiot of rsnk" Th.t 
ya lb, ooly point which COIIJd lié admitted .. 
aatid'artory I.Dd concluliyc on the part of lbe 
court. It wu natunJ, thercfore, d",.,. to jo. 

_ upon that point, IIld it ILI nltoTtlI, follo ... 
ed, tha1 all thlt .. ., said and written upon • 
qUl'.$tion. 80 deeply ¡ntemtiog lo & people .. ho 
knew no Idvantagcs IUperior to thoec o( birth, 
ihould haye eJ.cited general ~nl;\¡iJity IDd 
plrty plMinm, amI gil'eo ri~ lo ycntioUl luib 
wbieh perpettated. loimosity Imongst families. 
But when equllity of nnk .... Q incontestably" 
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........... in<¡ulori" "liú, _" "'l';. 
aud. di&rence al fortulle. were 00 bu lo the 
ccnirt', au\horizlog a celebntioD el marriagc. 

Tbe diaobedient child had. aDOlbu mode 
tDOI"t aitnple, but lDOr'e tatdy put iD. ¡nctice. 
of dd'yiDg tbe I*CDtal Mltbority, and gnti(y_ 
ing bet 01ftl taele. It ... IU!icient lo CDI1IIi

tute • nlid marritge, tht lb. bride and brid~ 
groom publicl1 decl&nd to tbeit pariah c::urate, 
that tbey took eme anoth« rar IIWI &!Id wife. 
Tbe ....... t of pub1ieatioo el t:.nn. ",d eoa_t 
of paNlZltI ... DO obItacle lo the llimioiltntioa 
of the cef1llDOft1. Childten who had 1Iot ob
tained die eoIDelJt oI their pueata, Ol cbo.e lo 
.. ve thenue1v. tho UOubre of appJying in arder 
lo a"oid the rrIOI'ti6cation of. p~tated 
rtfual, praented ·tbemse1veI lo lbe curate in 

• lbe Itteet. iD prin;te bouIet., ot wheruer tbey 
could llave & chanca oC meeting bim. 'M un 
lb" .pot p&Med thtough • formalit1. "hich, 
bowever ludiez'OUt migbt be the manner of con· 
4uctintl' it, .... Ml16ciea.t1y d'ectual lo UDite 
lhem for Ufll i.o. banda, whic:h would hav. beert 
lbe CIUM ofllllllOfTOW' and repentaoee ifthey 
had lIOt beta mdillOluble. 

It b tnll:, that!be cirilla ... in thia iItstaoee 
.t nrbGc:e .. ¡th th. caIlooical1awa, probihited 
the. kiod ol marrilgel; but the peoalties im. 
poaed 011 lb, delinqueolll ... _ al.aY' eluded,. 
becauee tite t'amiliel .... hich ougbt lO have illlilt
ki upoo tbrir inSictioo ... Mil lbe a8"air .... 

• 



<ro 

. onr, Uld ooald DOt ~ belped. bid no otha-
part lo a.ct but lo pudoa; 110 tbat tM cbild 
",bo jolDed. .ODte) to djeOOedWnoe, migbt 
bout tt.t .,..,. thing. _ the la... were 
fuounble lo hU in'q¡ul&riüeI. la ~ 
en:ry min;,w.. who manieI lIliDDn witbout a 
catiIc:ale oIthe pueot' • • iM +t, • .ubject lo 
• _ oi _ hoodrtd pemicM 1IerIio¡. ne 
F:eoeh la.... h.idol djojwberitiog tbe rerr.,.. 
tory clilld, decIued tbe cltal11DU1 no,.,-. 
urted hia ~ lo • daudflltin, marrúp. 
p.il.t, of • npe. Md ord.red him f.o be prmao 
euted CM it. nw vioIent reguJ·tion prodKed 
llII dfeet, which left DO DtCUioa lo haV'fl r60 

eoune lo it. 
'l'heM regulatioa. nte 'LlblequentI, d.rtg. 

ed. By. prsgmatic I&Dctioa" oC tbe t8Cb of 
AprillSOS, illued in orderto give the decrceof 
lbe 10th oribe aam, mooLh lb. {oree aad e&ct 
ol • collÑitutiooal. 1 •• , bi. Catbolie H.,¡esty 
dedated, that mals uoftr tWtl:lty.&.e yean ol 
agr. ud rema!.. ulMler twlOty-three, couId DOl 
cOOtnct marritge witbout lbe uprea COQlIellt 

ol tbeir &ther, _bo .bouId DOt be bouod ter 
si" lbe reuoDI of biI mUll!. la c:ue oE the 
abRace I)l' dMth 01 lbe (alber, lbe mother '"' 
lo esem.e the l&IDe rigbt¡ hut. iD tAia a.. 
lbe childrm migbl many _,,., bdore their 
15plCtiYil llUjority ¡ aDd, io failure ot tM 
fathu and QMItbe.r. tbe graodfathen. 011 . tbe 
íatIIer aDd 1IIOther'. lid" "ere toO be a¡kel! {Of 
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thefr c:oalellt, ti.U lbe .p oI tw-elity-thréct b,. 
tlie males, &Dd lbe age or twenty-one by tite 

' (emaJ.et. Mili....,. men were to uve the per-
' uU.ióa ol lbe kiug lo many, IUId 'mult DOl 4' 

demaod it tilllbey b-.d pn:riotuly obtaiDed th&t. 
.oC thelr fatben. Yct, ir ilwu rd'ueed, tbey 
·eould alwayl dic:it tluit oftbe lliag ... bo .oald 
. grant or reÑIe it ueording to élrauZlitIDctL 
The eunUs Uld ~ "hQ abould cclelrite 

.l1Ut'riapI 1ritbOut the obKrvaDoe c( tbo-e 

.torm.., were lo be t.o;'bed, and tbeir es~ 
coD6ecatM. Tbe COQtraetiag partita .ere to 
iDcur the l&IIIe "penalty. In DO cowt, lI!II:'Illar 
or ecclesiMtic, ... ere demaodl to be admitted 
,..¡t,b mpect 10 marriagel DOt coutracted iD Ihe 
'mannet bere prescribed; and. iD ibat cue, they 
wue 10 ~ Dot .. rOl ~ca:ioal OC' mi:.r:ed 

.úI'airt, bu! u rOl".&in putely ciri!. EveD tb" 
tiog'l chiJdren could nOl conu.ct lIl&I'riap 
witbout lbe coment of tbeir (ather, or ol lbe 
kiag bb IUcceaor. '!bey c:oUId 'onu acquire . 
the libert1 oI many:i. wiihotlt tlWI (lIHIROt. 

Here we He the ligbt oC nI&IOD gnduall, dUIi-
pate the daBneu of prejudic:e. ThiI otdule 
wu publ¡"bed .t eu.ca.. the 8d of Fcbruary 
,"". 

AJler all, it would app&!". uy' DepoIu. that 
lo l1'Iarriap coatracted al too early. penad 
al' lo be ucribed mUIr of thoee dOlllmt.ii: ~ 
turbtonCC8 ... hM;b1O frequáitly appoar iD CreoIe 
(amiliH. To the .roo", aod ÚIlpetuom, of 

VOL. l. " 
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pt¡ron, whicb impeUtd lbe 10U118 _pie lo 
ccmt:ract &be eugageqeDt, Ml.,...t· tbe eIlm 
of reuoo and rdlec:tjoo. .tricb uarortmg.teI,. 
COIldem:Da the tftDue1:ioo. Tbo cootraricty of 
their cbuac:ten _ embroiJ. tlIe matrimoaiaI 
peaco I ud DOtbing bot • rq:ud lo boaow-, 
pub&: opiDioo. ud rdigioa. proftnb tbem mm 
diadring lo tie that makes tbem 10 compleWy 
mbenble. Had 1loo~uieu beea. aeqaaiDted 
with tbe m.te uf doIDe8tie .ocie!}' 'wmp- tlIe 
SpoDi ... ~u in Americs, 01" ha.d bU ~p bem 
UPrN1, addreued lo tb.., be oertaialy .oW,d 
DOt have huatW lbe epioion. _t tite _ 

taatriage prerailed. tbe'" &he Yia d iaide
Iity .ould appur unooJlt lb .. 

Tbe illCOllaiderate prote<:tioo which the polic:e 
utendt tu lrivea, lo tbe pnejudke oftbeit huf.. 
b-.nda, is. ""* the ..... t ",rikr, -.othcr lOW"Ce 

of en! in tbeir doJDell;jc inton:ou.fM. No mor. 
tal it more Il:ubappy lb .... Creole .hoee wife 

. n of .. je.lau, 'u:nro1,. OC' ~ di~tjon . 
If abe it tot'IneAtcd ",¡Lb jealou.y, Ibe eaCy 
1iDd. aa:ea to the pron-o tbe cante. or UJY 
of tU magiatrata, who are a1l di,'''''''' itDpO
mi, lo brli~e 'r(batDet tale of H?roacb ber 
JMlicioua ingeouity.ill be pJeutd lo fabriea&e 
apin.t die hUlbuid. The 1D00t uauaJ IIlbject 
af eo.:nplamt is, tIat. tbo gaLlant ~d keep& 
.. llIiItn:A, or a.t lCMt lClaanden ... .,. WI mo. 
Dt:'f ÚI Ol.'b&l.lI:bcry, kee¡. hU fuWy iD penury. 
maba -hit. wife Imba,ppy. ~ ... , iok1tce tu 



he, pen.!, &e. &le. OC.u thla Iht 11 not 
r«(uired lo Bi" ~y proot: Sbe iJ credlUd 
upon her bate word. According lo the nnk 
be!' bu_nd luatailll in .IOetety, be iII e1ther 
.ummooed to J1ICeive a lharp "'Primando or he 
ia imlllediately clapped iD prilon ¡ aad ~ere he 
l'Cm&in1 lDItil m.,me CODd~ h lo uIt !tia 
1'('1_. IJ the hulbaDd IXIIIIpWM of the otis
ctes.eaDOI' oí hiI.;re, eH hu oaIy ti) preterid 
lo be highly o6'eI:Ided al • *BO whieh 
_I!.b ti) aa attack upoo bct hoDoUJ'. ud 
the poo' hulballd ~ ~ lo Iilence. tu 

teaeh hilII more diectetiOll¡ nay. he taay think 
he hM mide a lucky _pe, if be doeI not 
undergo tIle pnniebm .. t that .... merited by 
b~ .;re. 

The Creole, if -n.d. be ~!Dual DOt 
uDdartako • joumey w:lthout the e~ coa_ 
aeat of hit wife, .00. without ~g far her 
.ahmtence dtzring hit am-:e. If he doeI 
DOt muro prec:iae:ly 00 tbe day appointed at 
h1l departure, the ~ en the firlt ap
pu.:.tion of!he _iCe, orden tbe ¡"".b ... nd to 
nMm to Iria forloro lpDIQIe. Were be iD CbiIi . 
or iD California, hame he ~ go. ",hethllll' hiI 
bulineee be ñailbed Ot lJoIiojebecJ I hit.ife hu 
IpOken. the ",cid, aad he mmt OOIIIply. ERrJ' 
milimry Il1&0, evuy o&c. of adlDiaittntion 
ot jllllice, if ... IDIIZ"riDd -. ¡av .. lo hit wife, 
lI'ho do.. uot fo1law him, ... plUJdtioD oi hit 
payo IIMer lea thaD. ooe-third: if he doa. aot. 



... 
do it wilb .. good grace, tbc ~.ru be 
obUging onoagb lo mw • rdcDÜOD of me .=. 

nere are. h01ll'cver. lo greu man1 CreoIe 
farome., 11'11 m.,. evm .a, the majDrity al 
tbem •• hOlle beadJ enjoy r-oe and happin-. 
.uing in their cooduct an eumple ol virtue 
"lO tbeir c:bildrm. 

Th!. peopIe han auch &G .ir of fru~ 
and eaDdoar iD aIl their traDIaCtlons, that. lO 

judp from .p~ (llDe lI"OUld proaouDC'e 
that theft ".. 110 countl'y in lbe worid wher-e 
filial .apec:t u better ...... liebed Every_ 
inr wben tite,. rile frgm tArir bed, and eYf:'1 
everring before they lie down, tbc chiIdren 01' 
tbe Creolm, _bether ricb (Ir poor, crave ud 
rKeÍve upon their __ th, benedictioo. or 
fatber .nd IIIGtber, and kiM, before tbey IItNId 
up. tbe haDd t1at diIpe~ ¡t. 1be __ 
eeremoay ÜI ,,:PI ter! duriDg tbc dar. nerr 
time tbat the falber. lbe 1DOther. lbe tmdt. 
tbe &WIt. or the drildn!o rl!tunl "cm abroed. 
.nd entes- the bouae. Tbey UR llke.iR, witb 
the:ir parenb., .. manne.- af ~iDfl: ex". · ,e 
d lbe gt"CIIItat ,hUllllility Ind dependaDce. 
Tbey boaour ~m with ".u~" whieb 
is Dot ctlItomary in IOciety. BÜt ,.11 tbme bo
maga, __ rtI Depoua. Uf, iD ~m. mere/y 
ntemal. Tbcy flow lee. frora Mtltiment t&an 
cuatom, wbich h ... nlnbd tbem with lbe CÜ' 

qnettea ar ceremonies.-all artic1e of manner. 



suBicieotly aumertIUI ud eunou. amoopt the 
Creoles to dellW1d 0Uf pmit:u!u notiee. 

SECTION .IV. 

l'UJlLle EDue ... TfOIt 1M" COLOMBI .... 

O!t !.hU imyort:aDt subject we Iball adopt 
the obIenratioDs of D. M. J. Sanz, • gentJe... 
man of the law, bom Lt Valencia, in the pro
mee of VeGU\lela. 'lllis geademan. whoall 
ezeellent natural parte. impfl)ved by educ:ation. 
elevakd him aboge tbat thiclr: tru.t ofprejudiee 
vid> wb¡"h he wu lurroUllded, wu ehuged 
by the oId goVtl1l1l1Wt ... ith the tNk of ftam.. 
ing • code of municipal la". for the city « 
Conou. 

.. No lOODer," oblerva' he, in hit dU.eou~ 
OD puhlic edueation, .. DO I(IoOOtr doeI the ehild 
diJeover the !int feeble eIilru of inteUect,. thm 
he il aeal lo aehool, wbéte he leams lo read 
boob replete.with ridieulouI and e:r.travagant 
talet, frightful miraelea, aDll • IUpentiticu 
devotion reduc:ed lo eertaiD estemiJ fonu .. hy 
whieh he iI diM:iplined to bypoeriay ud ~ 
ture.-F.uo from inttructing him 111 thoee pti
muy dutiet, from whieh all otben are derived, 
by impresti.ng hil tender heart with • deep 
.seme of !he STHotnesa, the power, the good. 



• 

_, IlId lbe juatico oí !.be Supreme Bei:Da. 
!be C~eator of all tlrizlga, 10 • lo i.aIpire hilo 
",¡th troJy Cl!riltian muirn.. bis r.!.hu q con_ 
t.ented, and tbillu be hu diIcbalp:l hiII duty. 
provided the child kDO'" certaio fono. uf 
prayer by rote, .-e9\a tbe ro-rr. "'-.n. le&

pulary. Ind perfon". «rtaio other a:tarDal 
ac:t' oC the CbriatiaD rilllal, _bk:h. aIlowUJg 
tMm lo be in themaelns good, piow., aod de
\'OUt, are, h~er. by no _ IUliciCllt lo 
mue him. good CbrUtlan. tI' ..... ta»w _. 

ÜMtead oC tml:biDg' tbeir clWdrea .bat \bey 
cnre to God. to th-'VCl, Me!. ta theit neigb
boun. they au. thlll'lJ 10 ~ iD en:ry 
kind oí dlogaoua UI1_00t. witbout pa,mg 
tbe lID. tlat attention lo tbe IOÓIty wiidI 
tbey m,q1l«Jt. IoJtad t.f pru:epb oi monl. 

"Ky. tbey iDmlcate cutaUa potar. oi pride.d 
VAnity. _hich lead ~m lo .bulo \be priviJegs 
of láeit birtb, ben"" tbey do DOt ma,.. the 
objs:1:l for..bic:b thay.ere c:oaferm:L 'Iben 
&ni fe", of tbe youth eL c.r.cu wOo do aot 
pmeud ti) • pi&ft'ilM'oca la tcI&, _ (ool;"" 

Iy pride tbemaeI.1II in hniDf I graOdfathu l:Il 
-u"eru, "'" uucle Ul &lcaide, • htotIIer .. uxmk, 
ID' I nUtion I priett. 

.. n-e failio¡p, .hicl! &rile tolin!l., frocn 
educatioo, breed IDimoeitiee UI10DS Camiliat,. 
-.nd mUe !he citium. deceidUl .ud irTatiood. 
Tbere cau be no 'iocerit1. ps&ce. rt'ec:hI3I=t, 
Dor coofideoee, iD • c:ou..-try whent"UJ oue 



uaku il di. object oC NI puliculIr Mudy. lo 
be ~ .bof. odMn by m. birth ud 
nDity; lI"hcre. ¡IIItNA of apiria¡ e!Wdren 
with • jlllt emalatica 01 die 'fiItu .. 01 their 

·.tj·tbo¡uilbed OIIUIItry1IIeo, ud with & horror 
qf tilo 'riea &Del en- of tbe wicked,. tIIey are . 
taugtlt, 01" at ImIt be.- DOthI.o¡r rr- the 
"III(IUtI,. 01 tbeir p&rellta. but. ... betW htu 
be lIKIt .. noble ... AIlthaay,-t.blt the &.miJy 
·of Jobo hN lIUeh or ..w:h I bIemiah.--that 
.Yben • -mar took plM:e in tJW fllllily. that 
-ol Die¡ro weat Uito 1IIOIlttWJs". 8ucb puerile 
eoa_tioa. ba!lWh fIVer1 mlDly ~tiOlent 
ffOCD the hatt, po'IUI'fWl, inJIUCllOO m&IIZIen, 
create diriaiorlt _t._ ¡,,,,m .. , lteep up & 

.epirit ot diatrUlt, aad bralt !be bondl of 
cb&ritl .... hicb. are lb, ftr1 fouryl·ij"" ,od ob
Jo« ~""'oty . 

.. The .,ttem of educadoll." COIItlDue& D. 
&Da, " .. ~1 W l' Caracu. Befare. 
ohiId. ia yet able 10 pronoooce hia .!phabet 

. ... idI propriety. lo rud ... b.t be u yet too 
.)OI:IDK 10 DDdent:&od" or lICribb!e .liul, with 
hiI pen. tbey puf iDlo bil b.andI !he gntolllU 
oCNebrija. without coneideriag that, uDUie lo 

epe:ak bit uti.. languap. 10 mil. ..-rita, ot 
<:&kulatt. It iI rid.iculoaa lo put mm lo tila 
Latia ~ or to make him .ppl, lo the 
alud, ol tbe ICitneM ... bich ate taugbt at the 
uninnlty. For the dWd u e~ In.ociety 
CIO m&Dl SDorúAc:.tKm .. aad "!MI 10 c:ootempt, 



... 
DOtwjtlaety,ndi"l!be ""'ilio rm biI.1'IIÚtJ may 
lea:i.e fn:m tho.etbowylitenry"il;u ñida 
UIlOUDCe hha. doctor. la it DOt n:alI.ypitiñzl 
to Ke " .-tudeot,. afUt becomi", pale ud 
emec:j·ted by IMIver.! 7N11' atteodaDce .t die 
hi¡bec ..... in.ria. inC&J*b1e eL Upi ". hi-. 
telf .¡th pi ... ..... ia ro. Dlitive ~ oC 
"riti0l • letur, g" _ markiDc &be ~ 
with tolerable correctll_1" 

.. Thit is a palpable mI. .00 ~ Da 

proof.-N.y • ..-hIt iI Jtill IDOI'(I WIpC" "ag. 
tb_ IIChokn ob.tiu.tely c:oataxl., tbat 10 ao
quire • gnmmatial kDO.lodge oftbeir ~ 
tongue". ud lo tad u4 1JI'ite it conectly, iJ 
but • ..utoD .acriSce el time. 

.. Tbil precipitlitlog in tbeir atuw. .n.. 
ÚO¡a • D&tutal ardOUf fOl" tbe lOQJ&ilitioa. t:Á 

1m00001edge, ud. nAt of metbod lO ditect it. 
BoY" "ho have ',....,.hll.e1y c:omroa»eed the 
ttudyal die Latin hDguage .ud tite liber.l 
II('jeooos, befare they are tught thei.t' _ve 
tengue. Di the COIIUIIOD ruta of uit..bcXIetie. r-. 
tum with reluctaooe. _bea. lbey are ~ up. 
to tM. ttu.cliea 'llihic;b lbey oegloeted iD thcir 
youtb. Tbay fllley tbe _boll circla of the 
sciencell are COIItainlld in lbe Latin G~1IlU <:i 
Nebrij .. the Philo:»opby oí Ariatotle, tbe Imti
tutQ ~f JUltiniaO, tbe Curia Philippica. aDd 
thealogica1 wriÚJ181 of Gonet &Dd Larnga. Ir 
they can mUe e:ltn.cts from theM. worb,. ., 
m .... di,play !.be doct.or'l ~ or ~ in 



the ru- of • prieu or roonk. they .re tben 
Alliáently accoI:Qplitbeo;l fOT any IiIHl OT pro,. 
&.ion. DecenCJ, bowever, in lbeir opinion; 
deban them úom agricultural pUl'$uitl, and 
enjoin. tbem to treat !he mechanical artl wilb 
aovereir oontempt. lfthey wear tb, militafy 
drfa, it iR merdy out of OItentation: if they 
make .bad tnDliatiom from tbe French, theJ 
cocrupt iba Spaniab Ülnguage. Sorne take up 
tbe profeaion of !he la .. , meTel, ID gain a 
livelihood ¡ othen enteT jnto holy orden ID 
acquire importauce I lUId lOme tbere are who 
take .the '0'11' ol po1'erty. for the upnm pur_ 
poee ol being lecurtld .gai.nst it. There is 
scarcely a penon ot aoy dlatinction but pre
tenda to be a milituy nfBcer, witbout huirag 
paid anyat.teotioD to thoae quali6ca.tion! whidl 
are indispe:nuble for the profellion oí arma. 
There u not ooe, .. bether originllly .. bite, or 
beoome 10 by genention, who ¡, no& ambitioul 
of becoming a lawycr, a prie.t. OT .. monk. 
ThOl8 wbOle preten8ioos are lIot.a great, ...uh 
at leut. to be IIntariea, ICrinnen, or c1erka. or 
ID be 1Hachtd lo IIOme religioul community, 
u !&y-brothen, pupíla, or foundlins-- ·Tbu .. 
tbe fielLh are delerted, .hiIlt their fertility ff>o 

pra.che8 -OUT int.etiyity. Tbe laboriOUI hu~ 
bandlIlLD u In objeo::t of contempt. . Eveiy 
one wiIheI lo be a gentlemln, lo lead an ¡dIe 
¡ife, addicted lo the frigbtf'nl vice. of luxmy, 
gaming, chicaneo and calumny. h i5 thUI tbat 
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h __ ib are multiplied, tbe wicked thrive. Jhe 
good are diBcounrpi, llId '""" thiag goee. 10 

"""'. 
" It ¡. the 1I'Ult of • cultinted ondentaod

iD¡¡: whieh make. people J*MVcre iD enon; 10 

prejudicial lo thelc kliaty. H tIMy bew, tha1 
DO work i. mOf'll ~ab¡' 10 God thm _hat 
telilla lo the pretervaboll ol hil1J'Onhip, tlwir 
OWD good. &.lid that ol tbeir utie:hbows.-tb4 
prmeuda .bieh &ni {ou~ rOl" -.JiD8" m-. 
lbe eDdowmenll lIlade ror edd¡¡lItiog thc r.
tivalt oC.u.tI .¡lb dtulllt &lid 1xmfira, tbe 
.piout cootributiou made fOr ridicmou. proca. 
_ODa .nd., reftlry, tbe upeotel incumd 
in b~iDg tbeir annorial coligoa (Ot e.oorb 

-ud fu.oenJ pomp. ud otber liberal distribu. 
tio:x., which. uotwithatanding thcy ate of • 
nligiouI nature, Ind Ipring ff'OQl. the bat m.. 
tentioot,. yel ate by no meaatllKlilpeDeahle,-
1 .,. lbe UIIowal of .n tbOlll expeoditura 
..-ould be ~propriatc:d to "cM lile el -ehnob. f.o 

die Iibenl ... pport. of good. tc:Ieben, c.pIIble of 
ioIpiriug youth betimea witb rdiPu. ud poli
tietl 1I'I.UimL Fl"OIIl auch. ooune of educr.. 
tioD. migbt be npected ... ~ «1-

~taJed citiunl; 1fbo. l10t abu.mg. autbority 
iD order lo Batter their ~ .. oof fdigion 
iD orde!' to CODCeal tbeit ígnoraollll uader lbe 
ni!. of bypoen.y aDd lupentition, Dor power 
nor richn in orde~ lo oppreN Ibe poor, would 
become lbe omlmeot of lOciety, and the .eliTe 
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. pl"Ollloten af puhIil: pfOfperity. We lee coa
VeDD ud fraternitiel, "jth ialmeue endww. 
-a and ver¡ rieh UBageI. prieatlll'itb pre
beDd. invelted with leD, tW'8llty. tbirty, aud 
rorty thoutlDd doUara. Wbo witbout indigD&
tioo can bebold in tm. proviDce a11 property 
",itbout" eueptioo IIIbject to ecclell~ ud 
_-.tic rnta, ",hiltt Dot the _.uc.t prori. 
Ioion ia mado Cur lbe paymeot of tho ttaeben 
1II'bo puhlicly iDllruct tbe riliug geueraDoa. in 
the pritlcipka of lbe religioo. whidl tbey pro
a.. ud in the dutiel .bieh anI ineumbem OD 
tbecn .. men ud u IIIbjeet. ? 

.. lbo roW'ortuDC whieb .n.e. from giriDg 
,outb u edUcatiOD lI'hic:b d'rM lhem too 
i.lDter inlo boly orderI, ia equ.ally to be ialncot
ed. . 'rhe pventl of thoIe ehildren 1I'bo do 
l10t becoaIe priem. DlOnU, Of frian. tbough 
tbey han DOt previoully eumined _betbu 
..w~ bu desigo~ tbem for dtb~ of th_ 
vocatioo .. fed themtelvea mi8enbly roortiútd 
&t. the diappoiltroeDt. Without Uf other 
~ or motlYfl bot tht tbey have beeu bred 
iD 10111. COlIno&, Of have in ~ caplcity 01" 

otber .entd io • marcho they set tb-.elya 
Of"kined, or tab tbe '\10ft, merdy to gratify 
tbrir: p.nlota. or beca_ th" caDllGt raiat. lbe 
tute whicb, hODl tbo hahib of ~ lb.)' 
hr.ve coottacted for that. kiod oí life.. TbUl 
lbe 1I1U11W of'privilepi ~ iII multiplied. 
and the reat of lbe citize .. are overeharged 



". 
rih prebeoo.. l-. aztd reata, .hich Re 

(ounded far the IUbeitteDee of eccl"¡'mcs, 
beliliee: other dulia Md coabibutioaa. frotD 
which their profllllion g exempted." 

Tbil repreMotatloo, eolely ~ed lar the 
atyofCua.\:u, wu tqually dClCriptiYe oi lOO 
otbet prta al tbe c:ouatry. It exbíbited alI 
the chu.cten of lnitb. Tbe ReYoIutioo hM 
a1tfttd mucb of tm.; ud _o bef'on tbe Re
vollrtiocl, thelwld "bicb drew thia piclure hall 
perbapI pen too daR: a ooIourina lo tbe.r
turea. Tbe motive, bo1l'e'lef", .hich proalpted 
tIm decI.m·n requira no otDer 'J:planation 
than the ¡ofonnalion, tbat the penon lI'bo 
~. g • ñ-iend lO the p~ty of bil 
COUDtty._ IIlln .00 Wbh. th&t the 11gbt of 
l"I!IUOrI, with whit:h he him"lf ia .o eminent1y 
favoured, thould cU.i.,.u !he dulm_ iD. 
.bicb bis cwntrymen .." unh'PPi1, ioYOl.ved. 
-& f&tbet of • ratoily. _ho thiDb that tbe 
"'lMt precious. inheritaoce "hieh e:.D be trua
lIlitted from one p"eratiOll lo anotber. it the 
practioe ofvirtUe, • ¡topeet rOl the depoIilariet 
ofpublie autbority. obedierlce to tbe l .... and 
the lave nf ioduaby. In otder ID aubetiblte 
_bol_e rOl viciw. opinions, u.ef"ul rOl' bario
ful cual(xm, be hM pUIited mu- &Dd preju. 
~c:a uoder the IDOIIt hid_ (onna, thU. 
Itrong pen',.'ioa of the ruonnity of tbe evil 
might lbe more rdl, diepote to lNIopl • 
remedy. • 



'" 
Ho ... IDucb the Repllbli.ean Govemment b", 

. done t.o ref'orm thete IIbUlel, will be leen by 
the {ollo."iog la" .. 

l. PuPUATOIlT SeHOOu.. 

'!be General Congrest of Colombia, conaider
wg. 

181, 'I'lat th education ollnale children in 
prepuatory ICbooll ougbt lo be Al! general as 
poeaible. aioee thi, ti the M)U!"Ce and guide lo 
aU otber hUOlaD aoqulreDleotl ¡-

id, Th&t as, witbout a knowledge of reading 
&lid writiug, citiun. cannot acqulre a perfoc:t 
lmo'll'ledge oC lhe IaCfcd oblipliOll' impoKd 
upon them by rugían ud CbriJlian morality. 
nor of the rigbts ud dutiel of mal! in lIOCial 
lik, IIQ that they mal uercile ¡he 61'St wortbi. 
Ir. and petfono the IeCOnd r.ithfully; de<:ree 
Ihe follo.iilg:- . 

ArticJe 1. nat there .hall be It leut one 
preparatory Khool io eacb of lhe citie., W'a'll" 
pilrilbct, ..ud viU~ which thal.I uve more 
than 008 bundred inh.bitanb. 

Article i. Far lhe cndo_ent, either wholly 
or in plr1. of these preparatory tcliOOla, it ahall 
be ~lDmeoded to the authoritie. &lid pertQl)I 

whom it m.,. CODCen4 "to tale ene oC and_po 
plr, in pnfuente. all foundationa and reVeDues 
... hicb mar havo been IpeciaUy devoted lo tbi.l 
import&DI object. 



... 
Anide IJ. Tbe ca. ud 1.0_ wIúeh IDa! 

hI,'fI uligoed to tbem domaW el lIl1 Idzwl 
.b.t.oevu. abJ.U endow tbe -cbool 1ritb !Le 
retidue of l"e"enue, afta providing {Of thE 

COlllmoo al"'" el 

Attiele .... In ciÚft ud t.:nmt, .bote do
m&iD.I may llOt .uillcc, aad in pan.bee "bere 
thue g no lpeCial foundatioo (OZ' the eodaw • . 
meat el ptepantory lCboola, tbe iGbIbitIJIt. 
Ihall ply. FOIl: thiI pwpoee.. dM ehl. jlJdp 
of tbe place Ihal! .-aWe tbem,. IIHllayiag 
bcfore them the importMOl ol tbt lIid esta.. 
bliahment, Ihall inritcl tbcm to gife. evuy oae 
aoc:ordillg to hiI abiJity •• ctrt.II..o. IUm pCII' 

mODth : IUch o&rior _8 taken dowu, IIDII 
• litt being IXI&dt in • legal fona. 

Artiele 5. 1f, by tbill method. \be IIllII .. 
~ for tbe achool be DOt eomplllted, lile 
abildo in the citiCl IIId principal townI of tbc 
dittrict ud othet parUhea, (he clIief judge el 
tbe place. uoited &o lbe o,¡rEt aDd thrff iDh&. 
bitanlll lo be named, tbaIl proooed m mako ,. 
juat md mockr.1e '11 El .. eal \lpoG a11 w io. 
habitaDb liring iadepezdeutly. enn thoagfI 
tbey be baebfton, ~ to tbe ability of 
each; &lid. taking loto CGO&idaation rOl' &D iD
(:1 $'eclquotaoi HIIIt,tbellln'llb«ofchil
liceo lo be eclucated,. .bicb. -mecl men or wi. 
do .. mar bave. '!'be poor are uorpt8d: their 
childron Ihall be educated. gntia. Tbt ule. 
mellu tball not be collected "ithout lbe antbu-



.'" m,. al &be pmlOl' oi tbe ¡woriDce, who tiuJl 
lave power 1:0 ...... w lAy ~lIItko or wú'aizo 
" prM!IM!I'lt.hich mal be complaiDed ol. 

Article 6. 1t lhalI bo illCtlmbeDt OD the 
chief jwige oC tbe city. town, 01' yilll¡e, lo 

demend pencocaally, OC' by -ro" upoIl "hoat 
be can reir. the c:octributioo. rOl' tM pre¡.n. 
tMJ Khool, and tumish lo tbelJlQls IIIODthly 
lUda Ml.IIU .. may be 1\1: '7. 1riibout iD 
lMirIc De( 7 Wr the aid _ter lo app!, ca 
.., otba- pmm 

Artic1e 7. la the ~ oI aMi,,,,, r~ 
1, caIIld 'ndj_. tbe tcboo!. dW1 be ftMiowed 
&um the prD t· oí the fanu ud from the 
ptodAce of lile CUI&oID ... '\II'hicb pt'llce«d.1b&lI. 
he ftriñed acamiing to la .. eximog or lo be 
tude; hot if' there are iDhabitantl m •. ucb vil
liga. DOt iDdiptoua. tbea lUCh iDhabitaut. 
m.n par for tbelCbool iD !be lII&IU1er u~ 
ed in pl'eClRdmg arücJ.. 

Articlo a. The..Jary oi the a.Ilen IIhall be 
iud by tba ~ r4 &be ptmGeel; and 
aball be proportil:mai to tbe popiletign md 
.-.Ith oi the city. tcnm, p.n.h. or vUlap; 
lb, ~cnl diatricu pnnidiag • .cbool.bouJe 
aDd other D«:-.ry' &lUc:I .. 

Article 9. 11Ie ...twiIm"", thall be __ 
ed by tM peruon uf the pto'l'iDcea, out. oi 
thtee pnMOted by tbe cabildoe, in tbe chic{ 

pbea el the diltrict. and in otber pt.c:- by 
lb, jama. of _bom meDQoo " madi iD AJ; , 



." 
ticle 6. 'I'beIe - .. en IIII11t be • ... minfMi by 

... comm¡-;on of three iodiridaala, . _CId by 
&be IIIUnic:ipelity. 

Artide lO. In al! citits, towDl, or puUheI. 
,iD ... hich ate eatablilbed coIIeges or bou.s of 
rducaÜOP, &be.cbool1hMl be iDooI .... 1ItWI witb. 
ud fonn p6rt o{ IIlch ~ 

Amele 11. Tbe meetep mua.t 1eut tach 
their pu¡ü I"dias. writiDg. ortboppb,. tbe 
priaci:plCII oC aritametie. tU dos- ofl "si" 
aM. am.tiaD monlity, ~ with tbo·,¡p. 
aod <Jblisatiom ot mm iD 1Odety. 

Artide lt. 1t beiag oC the Ub:llOlt import
.anca COI' the Repubüc that aU iU memben 
.bonld lean! tbae priDciplel, !he judp of die 

.teVOnl di:atrict. .balJ make lID eud Iist of aIl 
cbildrea J:.¡twueu the '1'" f1f ab: IDd twelw., 
aI:Id .baIl oo. Rleh f.tllen. .. otherwUe 
.WOWd noto (wbich iII not upeeted). lo pla.ae 
tbeic ehildreo at lIdIooI1rithio .. ID01Ilh aftar 
111111 have .a.illrd &be ~, or .ae,. the esta. 
blieh ...... t of &be KbooI. ia tbe pu;.b. n
pareob wbo rd'1ae ab&I.I be liDed four dou.r. ; 
ud it; al lbe ft'Il.uilitioo oC the j~ they ttil 
refille. tbey lhalI al lb. a.d of fiftem dal' be 
60ed hrice u .. uch.~ 6am _DI' applied 
10 tbe UIe el tbe ICbooJ, lUId tbe judge harillg 
Itillthe power 10 force them 10 comp!, witil: 
lbe .hove dillpotitiom. Cfler oC PO'bil]'. joi~ 
ed to dittatlCfl from lbe vilb.ge, or .. , «hes
impedimenb, to be oonlidered by t.be j~d¡e. 



." 
~ cws&e.,and-the tluee iPbabitahü llIIIled la 
-ArPcle 5. . 

'Article 13. The.w.po.itioo of ,the prrcediDIJ 
utic1e d_ Gol c1q:irin.&tber. oltbe po.e:r ot. 
giviog tbeit cbildren • pri .... te educatioo, Q, oC 
plad.os: theD:I iD the"achoo,l 'fI'hidI. th!y rD&1 
pftf~, p~ideci' that they ~ l'rOdlice proof 
· oC lbe Ame. . . 
· Atticle 1"- 'I'be'.method of inltnlctiOD alWl 
be llAiform thr~ghO\lt lbe ... ~Ie oftbe 'Repub- : 

"l,ic. ' For thi. purpoee the Government ,hall 
make tbe oecens"7 regulatjonafdr the muage
>u~t 'aod interioreconomy oftlle!lCb9oll, eata-"

bU.hing .in lb.m fewuds IlIId competitlODl_1 
wbieh regu1atiool ' ball be Laid befC!re the CoII
gmS al ~eir Deit meeting; for .pprob.üoo or 
morID. The Gove.rtlroenttb.U..&o onlu lo be 
compOled and flriDted. IUcb alpblbeta,. boob. 
'aod-,inltructions," as UII ñeceaary (or tbe uoi
·fonoity.ud perfectiOll ofthe ac::hoob. 

Artiele 15. 1116 elIec:uti~e power ia .t the 
-ame' time author~ed lo ettablUh III:hools iD. all 
· lbe principal cities of Colom.bia Upall the Lan
<:UtriaD plan, or .ymm of mutual iuatructioo • . 
in arder that thenee the .ptern 0'1'1 eJlWid 
intoaU the provinceL The necees, ..,. expBrws 
tUy be provided for out of the pilblic fund., 
repartíog lbe u.me ~ lbe Congrea. 
, Amele 16. 'file diredor of lbe .tudiOl in 
tbe achooli whieh ,h.lI · be eatablilhed in each 
provim::c. $haI.! be in~ted with the mÁDap. 

VOL. l. D d 
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mc.:t. ol alI the detail.¡ Iut lile SO'\emoa .b.aIJ. 
wperiotend tbae eltabU.hmeota, tWag c¡&le 

tbat the ftIUlI,tioGI be .trictll act.ed upoa I rOl" 
.whith ~ bimwlf pei.....uy. DI' peño. o . 

"¡. hl. ~ .balf vilit tbem ~ tiiDe lo 

time, lUId ¡ef«m f01 ua- .lUc:b -1 ba~ 
"cnpt iD; ii~ $h~ .11 poi-ihle .~ ~ 
rOl' ~~ting theIIIiDltitlltiona. 

. Arti'rlc ¡7 •. 'IJIe' eduatiOQ. ~ gida beiDg of 
" equal ialportaaCl Cor tB. public happin., the 

eucutiV'fl powu '1ha1I, ei1,ber by YOIlmWy eoq •• 
tributioa.. u meDlioaed iD Article ... ot by 
'IIÍmilu ~eam. prome for ' the foundaüoo: oC: 
gimo IChooh iD the clIid' p~ o( the diJtri~ 
and parUh~ "benver tlIc ~e 1la1 be p~ 
tieable, iD omr th&t lba pb JD&1 -.pquire tite 
principIa ipOUn oí iD Article 11. lUId abo . 
ioam 10 le"; aud lo IIlIlbroid.r.· Thele'lCh<dJ¡ 
th.n be JUbjKt tO'tb" ame rule. .. lbe otbers I 
and lbe ex.ecutive po_er IIbIllJ propote ttJ lbe 
Conv- ',ueh .meuurlll Al ina1 'ppea:r likeJy 
10 iac.rea.e . theit numbcr Ind cnaunt. tlieir eD' 

4owmeot. 
Let lbe · preteot be mmmunicated lo lbe 

Euóltlve rOl' ib uecuÜOll. 
Oiven in lbe pallee of!he GenenJ. eongn. 

of Colombia u RoauiO de CUcuta, OD lbe id . 
AUgult 18tl, 11th ynf of lndtpeadeooe,.
"lbe Prelideot of eongr-. AJeunder o.ono. 
- The Hputl eecrewy. Ftt.ncUco Soto._ Tbe 
deputy ItCfttaty, Mi8\lel Santa ,Maria. 



'1' 
o i-Wce. oC the OOft1'riiDD Óf Colombia ja 

Rourio d., CUcutl tbe6th AuguIt IHl-:-lltb. 
· -Let thia be execilied---J. H. dei e_tillo. 
b: b. EJ:~lncy the Vico.1'reideat of lbe 
Republie.-Tho MilI.ter of lb, ioterior ~ « 
j~ Diego B. Urb~eja. . 

Tbla "decree.as rtmitted lo bis Es..,:II00CY · 
th~ \rree-Presideat pf Cmdinaman!a, by !be 
l:Iiniltu Óf tbe iDterior, wuIer date Utb 8ep- . 
kalber. I~ ~ptuhlDeDt 9&1 graul4!d. 

J~OL1.l:G ES. . 

· . ' The General ~ ofColomb.ia, comidu. 
ing, . . . • . . . 

lit, ' Tblt public e:ducati.on • the fundam en_ 
tal. bui. oC • repreeentative govemmeQt. aDd. 
eme ol Ibe ñrst ~efiti whieh • peopl.e ought 
id ilerive froID indepe:odeoce lnd Iiberty ;-

· Id, That • good lyatelD oC education beillg 
ettablWlcd. infonnation ougbt te be' di·cmi • . 
pat;d ~t .u claMe.. 110 tbat . ~ ma)' 

becorJ:ae acquainted .ith tbeir rap",:tin du~ 
ud tbat religion wjtb public .nd priwt.e mora
lit Y ro.y"be promaied.-. 

Decree tbe. follcnriñg : 
Artiele l . There ehaJl be atablillhed: in 

each provinee oC Colombia, .. QOllege,or hoo¡e 
o( education. . . 

Amele i.. Besldtt lile prepuatory II'boo! .. . 
th~re ahall be .t lea.t two prol'e.onhip. : .oue 

• 

• 
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lar Spi.aUh gi.n¡mar;i.atin. and die p:riaap~ 
ofrbetorip; !he othu, Cor phiioeophy. ud tlQe 
bnDC!1a oi ",.thematd ... hich mar' be mo-' 
aid'ued, moC' u~l ro.. the inbtb¡"¡,nt, el the 
prai'mc:e. 

Al1icle 8. In the college. ollUCb p.ruvioce. 

'.. caq. aa:oinplWl it. tbqe aballlibnri5l!l be • 
prof-nhip oC tbe civil.. eanoa.,. Datwar. ~ 

. D&tional 1&", ooe or dogautic theOlOS)'; iqjI 
.anyotbcr prcfe .onrupt.lI'bicl¡, tbe,úee-willof 
the inhahip,nte, tanctione4 by ttie Supreeue Go.-' . 
vernlllent, m.y eatabI.ÍIh. Such ItUdie. ,b.ll 
be nec:eaary for !he' obUlning ot degr_ in 
tbe KHraI universities, poder the ·regu~ 
which ... illlfe laid do:wn. ~ . ; . 

ArQclc'" Tbe funda 'nece.uy fOl !:be eII_ 

'dowmeat of tbe prorinci&1 ~ ,. 'blM'_ 

of educmon. Ihall lit! "ir... . . 
1st. From a1I tm, i:hapelriea iD lbe MlVeJW 

prbllilJall for lbe beoefit ol pvticular faroi'''' 
IlOd -wbcise 1tgal ' p?S Mera ahaIl be unlrnowu. 
Tbe gpnmor oC tbe ptoviDoe, after hayillg 
Qdi tbl'-~ry Ülqiliriell, .hlJl, wk!he 
cb.pelne. 've ellCleaiaatic, have reeoufee"to the 
eccledutical authorit¡ iD. :oider tha't it may 
mak~ the .ppliC&tioD i üa "htre lbey are lay. 
10 -lbe civil po"er, 'in order that it mly verily 
tbe _r: Tbe c4lep1 &ti ... hou.tef of educa
tion 1h&IJ, however, atiá'y al1 ruch ~rp 9f 

. pen.ionl u ' m.y have, been impoeed upon the" 
cbapdrie. in qUell~n by' lbe fuuoden. 

• 



.. , 
U.From' tbe lurplUl 'of the reyellues aria

¡lIg frorn the domai~ ofthc ~dot(eomo:icm 
couneil. o~ th~ t(!.'tms). dler lltilfaction ot the 
'IIIms nece"'ry for the emlo_~ntt Di schoob 

• (preparatory), l.1l.d.othet regulat. ontioK)'. 01: 

Ub'aoraill4ry' ,,1u.rgeII. ' : 
3d, From tbe don.tiqns orvoluntary .utWaip-

· tiom of tbe inhabitaotl possc:84iog P.ro(!erty, 
.rid IlIlIiouI for tilo l:ducatioD ofth~i r children. 

· ThiIJ is in be pro.r.oted by tlte govemon .nd 
,municipal autborities. . 

4th, Prom a1l otber fundl lIbieb "the gover. , 
non an.d cab~a, flootn tbeir local. Irnowledgc, 
may think. l.~lable. Tho opinionl upon t,bit . 
poiut .baI1 be ttt.mroitted, thtougb Ihe compe. 
tent authority,' t.o the &uprelllc Oo~ei-nmeot 
m . ita 'approoauoa. . . 

Arlielll 5. To 'U,ch ,province!l u ,may Dot 
hlve reYellUeII au1llci.ent for tbe eatabliahmont 
of tbe profeS.orahips lpoken of in Article 2. 
lhe uecutive .poWcr ia autborized to gran,t eJI· 

· dowrocot.. from, tIJa , puh1ic tre~ury. whenev.er" 
the mOfe prefel'llbJe necesaitiet oi the war, aod 
ofpoblie creme, l.halLpennit tbe same, giviDg 
an .i:couut.to tbe CongteN fOf ¡ti, approbation: 

~rticle 6. The cOIle~ Or' hou_ of public 
education .halrbi1I!1~liahod in me p,rQvinpia! , 
capitall, tu" in euc:h otherp~ ... in the opinion 
of me edcutive power, lhill appear m~ 'con· 
venient, eilher on aceollnt of eentTal 'poeition, 
~ub~ty oí' climatc,·cxiatenC(l of pryper bQi!,J. 
iDSS, or the lite. ' 



... 
Amele 7. 'I)e tlecutive 6hao. by 'f1Wrr 

poÍIible lM:lnI, tncoUtage tbe "atudy or.gñ. . 
culture. of c:ocnaterce. of tbe .IIIiQ~ . aIMI of tbe 
military .amen. n ........... y roc- the de{~ tJf 
lbe (OUlltry. • 

Article" 8.- The coune of .. tudy iball be 
un¡(Onn throughout .U aie coIleget, ot bouIeII 
Óf ecfUe.tiUD. ~CI GovemmeDt ahall arn.nge . 
the ume: .• nd 10 il .Do i. reeommended tbe 
reformation: of tbe 1eVeñi oor:llliluti~ or col. ' 
lega alteady.in uistence. 11Ie Go~etDlIlent 
,M11.1t() make lbe nec:-?", regu~n. for the 
~rta;ning. ClI'IcoUr.gemenl, . ~ter tdmioil
tntion, ',nd praerutiOll or the revenues and 
building. destlned IOr public .educalkln: AD 
which tba11 be ¡lid bef~re the ont Congree.i. 

Amele 9. The executive ,h,U cÁriy th~ 
1, ... loto. efl'ec:l, retOlving .nd amoothing .uth 
doubt. .nd dit'leultiet .. mly p.reHllt ttiem. 
tel.,etI, lo oroer that the itudietl may begin in 
the pro.",lncee .,¡tb Ihe ,Ieast 'pouible de!.y ¡...:. 
\he out Congreu to be made acquainted w¡th· 
lb.e progrtll made In thit bu81neu. . 

Let thit be c;ommunicated to thG uecutive 
'powet', in otder fur ite-due UeeutiOD. . 

Gi.'1I'1 lbe p'l.~ ordie Gtñen.! <;Ongres 
in Rourjo de Oacuta, July iÓ. '1Bit. 
. Tbe Praident or Congrut. JOMI M.nuel 
Restrq,o, ' 
, The dtput1. tIriet&ty, Miguel &nta Mari., 

The dcputy .ecret&rJ'. PrancitcO'Soto. . . 



... 
• 

PaIace of the GomllMGt ot Colombia lB 
~ de Cicuta. Auguet 6. IB~{. r..t thit 
Iie ueenttd J. M. del: c..tilIo, re.- I:ii. Ex. ' 
oo!egq Ih. Vu:e-Pt.ident lid ....... al tha 

· Reputllic.-T,he Mibiater fot lba ipteriol" aod 
ju..tice,.I>i..ep Bau.ti.ta UrbuI.ja. 

. .' . 
. . 

Decree 011 lbe eltah14bEDeDtoC achoob in the 
· (lOlIvtntl 'of Illl!ll> for the edw,eatiOllo oC girla. 

. ' lbe <M:W.- of CoI~¡. ~.. . . 1-. That tbe ." ... !j0" 01 ¡iN requftI tiM · 
· perticulu prot.ectiocI" of Gcvem_t, ~ clui 

01 todeti beiD¡ 10 DIlIDefOIIIo ud itl in8~~ 
10 lf'I'Il ~ ~ ", . '. . 
· Id. 11W':" 'iD the actual n"te, tIC war I!.Od· 
deeol·tjp .... ii iI impwtible.that tJ:ie (}oyeñim~t 

· fX lile 'Republic aboula 1M .ole 10 apply tbe 
Dec.ury fttad. for the tcbooIt Of hot._ oí 
edi.",tioC! Iot the sitlt 1 • 

Sd. lMtlY. tbat'tbe Ki1Jll oí SpaUa, through 
· ..ua~ motiveI aod throup • jUlt aDd rd.ipw 
· policy. ba.Yiag by. buIl aod brief of tbe Pope. 

ü.,.tched 10 the CouatO. _ CliNllpoem, the 
Republli: lit Coloadfta. 'bdore their politieil 
clwIge. ud abo latel, .. briaf. i"",~ iD tho ' 

· Oectee el July lhe 8th. J816. iD wjlicb il iI 
· ~ tbat hOu- of edllCS"tioll f« ¡irb, 

tbould be op;et¡ed. UI a11 thoM CODveatl of QUWI 
... ~ it may 1M thougb.poIIible; ,the Popa"' 

• • 



... 
having COIIlmieiO'led tbe II10tt reYenIOd an:b-
1Mb.., aD4 rnlll'ted bbbope, ,Del otber JI"'

- 1t.ta, too pot ~ aet 7 dilpelll&ÓOlll for 
the eetablllbmeD~ of tcboob: ud bou&e& of 
edu~tion.....decreee u folIefl: 

McIe l . Scboola ot houte. Cor educltiOll. 
of girulhalI be eetah~hed 'in aU the COII.ftDfI' 
of nuna. Su~h iIIIlit;utiOftI lball be govrmec¡ 

· "acC6niing to the brief of bit Holiona. insertod 
In tbe Spaailh 1I/'amntoftbe 8th of .luir 1816. . 

Al;ticle i. n.( esecutive povu, iD ~0Il 
· "itb "the mM nvem!d an:bbishopi, aad_. 
· ~nd H"lIbop., and otber ~teI beloogUlg lo 
tbeir ~.e epieeopal dioc'ma, 1rom wborq · 
tbe ruoet .active co-operatio!J it expe?ed. ab.n 

· proceed 10 lbe ealabiWImeDt oi!he Bid K:boo]., 
·overc:'?m.ing"aI.! lhe dlIku1tie1 tbat .hau praent" 
themael.ves. . • 
. Article 8. 'nIe ~eCuti"' pawu ' ahAll 'abo . 

u;¡ab the n,e< ,.., regu1ationl COI' the ~ 
mical gbvemment of tIie IoCboaI. and bou_ of 
eodu~tion alfady establialfed. aud of thoee 
.bich ahall bereaft!r be estabJilhed in !he .CODo . 
venta of nUDl, in u.mon with !,he 6nliIwy 
eccleaiudca; "in all in 1II'hich th_ oogbt 10 in-
terfere. . . 

Article -4.. In .obeervllll:e of the brie! of hi&" 
HoliDeu, the telpe~ti\'9 prti&tu Ihall iDl"orm . 

· tbe.nUIlI of the import.nce al tbe RJVi.oe tbey • 
... ill Jendei' to the~ eGUnt.ty, "tu' dedicatiog 

, .. tbell\Jelvee, .jtb tbitl williusoe- lud udout 



• 
. ..,. .. 

wbich iI lo I;e t'SpeMed r,. di_ lovel« vir., 
lIIe.ad (or'tbepubUc.good, tO.tbeed.ue.tiaaof 
}'OWIg ud groq up girl.. . . . . 

Article". Tbe "regu1atioD ol ... hicQ.~ 
s. ~. IIDd lbe doubu·w6.i& ehall OCCW' lo 
tbe executi'fe pow«, 'IhIll t. laíd bef(n th.. 
1I;In~ • • 

Let thiJ be (:cJI!!lIIumjQl1ed ti) tbe Utaltivc 

powet, ror ib eueuóon. . .' 
· Glveh il! tbe J*ao; oC the GeoenI. Coo~ 
or.CoIombia iD lb, city al Roeirio-de CUcul& 
(Id .lb,28th rtf JulylHI.-Tbo Praideut oCtbe 
~- J<*' vIIDuer Resbepo. Deputy leo 

cretary. Fn.odlCO ~Deputr aCretuy. 
ld' el s.t.a Maria. . 
~t it be executed-JOM MaM del C .. tjJ!n" " 

for biI EuelItocy the Vjce.P'raideut. of the. 
&epublie.-Tbe Mioiller oC tho iDterioc ud 
jllltice, Diego 1*1titta Ur'baneja. 
• 

• 

• • 
SECTION V. . 

• . . 
ITA'"' OJ' 'Ul IO 111' CO LOIUlA. 

• TUI: trutb ~ ~t lbll. CreoJa-of Tiun Th. 
· me· p¡s:r- a quicJc ~etntiDg 1V-iod. From 
their IUcc:eufu] app\ic:atioo. in !he ICbooII. _ 

. tbll.faciiity witb w1lich they 'aCquUe" perreet 
b01I'k!dg.: oftbe civil l.". DO!, m~l jq. tbat 

• 
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Mthing¡. ~ .. the ÚIIprO'ffllDeal oi tMic 
di, linioa, but ... di.:teetioq to.rutIe objec:II. 

" tilo h .I!.ledgl! of ... hieb teII.dt la tIJ*l \be_ 
der.b~, r.no abe juclpeot,. -.ud .den. tbe 
mlnd. 1"1.11 thC 'p~t pmod. tbe N"'t!"DM 
ol tbe 5pNIiab. Creola pwt.ourk.of tbI. .. tige,J 

prejudicea, .hich iDlpited IOIIUIII~ I'or eray 
thinfr tbat did oot origizIate ~ tlaNelva. 
Ifhey ,,_.fully pen".dec!, tbat tbere e,' tal 
DO .Pt _n-tr.. no . eolld priD~te.. IlOl" 

Qmd~. bat lblODp tlr., SpaDiuck. ~ 
CIOOI«IueDtJy tha1 tbey .ouId incI1r lo to. by .. 
lDÍXtUl'e ot tbeir OWD prbcfactioaa wi1h tltoM rL 
foreiga' tlltioDe. lWr .. happr r'CftIlLUiOl:l 01 
oplaion ia no" DD the evo oC baiDr amOuip&b

" ed, laIlI!. "'ry tIiiog &IIPOI,uu;:a, that th, iue. 
. ~ gmen.tion ..u¡ uhibit 111 the utaail/l.. 
ed .orld, lb. ~I" ot .. moral ameIiontioo, 
achieved by th, iDCfC:N8(l eaer¡y oí the na. 
tioual1ri1dom, in CODICqUtOal ol tbe fdÍn¡M¡da 

. bfwlwevcr is ';I-eful in lbe ~rincip1e. of otbet • 
• ' nationL lndted a11 the Cuolt ,youlh. fulIl 

lIf:OIibIe·of tho ~y 01 tbeir 'eduóotioñ, 
:'apply with áYidity to tbe rflIdia¡. of foreip 

Iioob, lO luppl,'1he de6ci&DCJ' of domatic iD
ttJ:uctioo. Amoag th~ , ory few ate 10 be 
leoeII ... ho do ' not. .¡th lb, aid Iloae of .. die-. 
tKmay. ma.P .ruft tO ttaDIlate &¡1Mb .nd 
Frcmch. .d l1Ie ft1II1 '~. t,o lpe&k tbtos 
both, bW particUlarl, theflfrmer. It~. atprc-. 
Mol ~ tb..¡. OO:IIImetCII ooataWI • tbeoIy 



• 

• 

. .., 
~ wortbyoi ¡,mllg .ueu~. to th.-n it bu ,et beeu 'l:1li00, tbeIc. Ther be¡iD to'be l_ 

· ~ cI.wdying 111 regaWtklI! .. and_ 
oí' pUnuiDg it M. ~ occvp.tion. .1beir utra
npnt p-wIon ror diIIiD&ion ii trie onl; ~i. 
• dice 1I'hi.eh -:e- lo ~tIiII n. gt'OIID'b I Inlt • 
tbu: in itl furo will1lltan1l11leld lo the pro
!!:'* of' re..oo. ' . '" 
. ' 'lbe'report ot Hnmboldt lID thia I Ubject.' it . 
vety imponant. .. W ti bad ~t caute, Ayi 
be, oI .. tisf'ac1imI in. the',eception WfI .nlet _ith 
ftom all el_ oC tbe iahabitantL 1 feel n • . . 
duty 'to cite tbe Doble botpitrJityuereiled ~to-

~ _nI. UI by tbe chid' oC the govertlmeD4 JI.' 
de Guevan. VUCODuloI,. tMo CaptaiD-genera1 
ofthe proVine, el Ventrrel· Altboagb 1 had 
tbe ad9nt.ge, whlch fn Spiniuds ha!e Ibar· 
td witb me, oí ha'riDg aua=-i.vd1 vUited eu... 
aa. the H~ftDDah, Seta F6 de Bogota. Qww.. 
llma, ud Me:J.ico. aoo 01 buiDg bes!. tolI· 

nected ip tb_ ti..: cap.i~.r Spanilh Amena : 
.itb rpeQ of .a1l"rIIIID, 1 .hall DOt VeDtUre lo 
decide on the nrioo. ~ ol q-mizetiorl . 
.. hich lOciety bu atta4J,ed" iD tbe .!i5e:rent colO. 

· i:ue.. 1t" eUiertq iad!tr.te tbo ~t dOOe, 
ol nllional imp~nt,. ud tqe poiot toward . 

,"wbch tbe pn&Jdlns of' tbo iDteIleét teDd. i.ñ pre. 
(eren~ than lo c:om¡..re ll1d claat thiDg1I that 

· carmot be lnVertigUed un .. lbo _e poibt of 
vi.ew. It appeared lo me, thlt .. IIttCng ten.. 
dezJC)' 'to~ tbe .tudy oC the .cienoell ~I. 



• 
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... 
l1li al lIRico ud SuK. Fé de Bogota I ~ 
... fiIr ~re. irwl ¡ti.. .tI _ t:barm lIZII 

lI'deIu lUId 1ift11 u-padoa. al ~to. ud' . 
:üma; ~ ~ ~.oC tbe ptáticaf 
;m.¡. o(cOublriel, \.ud aKri eaJup;L'rieft 
011 tho\t:e&e or eoIoo_ mcI their motber.-ñ.· 

• triaS. at the ~ l.IId can:.e.... 'lOe 
• ft~ .eoallD~n1cati~ wi.~_ ........ w¡¡~ 
· Eórope, lUId with that _ oC lbe W. lDdia 

'which "1 .t.:" . dlltCribtd .. 11 ..Modüem.nean 
wi.tb 11W11 outlm, b\Ye liad • powerfW in-

• • iluellOe ~ tlM pKlg'tw of eociety ih the iI
luid aL Cuba, aod iIr th. proriDOIIII of v_ 

' sud... · CiYililati.oa ..... iD 110 othu puf. o( 
Sp..wb A..roerb,' u,umed ~ IDOTII Ewo¡ r 
pb,yliogo(UII,. Tbe gnat lIulII.bu 'of ludiaD. 
Qlhivatorl who h:ahahit Me%ico ud !he ~ 
rior o(N,,,, Gtenada, have illlprtllKld .. ~ 
Jiu. I.lQigbt .:Jmo.t ,*y en ulltie. m.r.ct.r, 
011 tboee vut ' co.Intria.· Nomtbstimding tbe 

' , i.a~ of di, bt.ek populatiou •• 1I •• _m 'm 
be lICarer Cadiz aod Ú1e Uol'ted Stats ,al c.. 

. ,.... _ . tho .a...~ thaa in &DI ot.bcr pan 
ofthe No'll' 'Wodd: ' . • 

.. c.r- beiDg .ituate OlI, tbeQ$l:ltWeOl. ud· 
. lit popbl.tjQft . le. lIlubble. dsp.' that of the 
ie!.n& lbe!Uliooal. _!lUl b.ve been bettec PI" ved thaa at die ~ SOc:i.etr does 
DOt pra.! 'tIt'f"'¡mued and nried pleuura¡ ' 
bUt tbat ü.eling or oocnI'ort u uperlmced. in 
doraatie lire, wbieb 1M lo uDiConn. cllterlUl. 



... 
. . '. . 11_ lUId C:OnliMity, u".¡ted ' ..,¡th poUtcb_ OC 

IIWInm. · .1bere edttl f,t ~ .. io'evuy 
p~ ,..bcre a ~ cbmg.i in the ideal U preo . 
pariDg~ t..,o ~ of mell, "e 'migbt U,1 t'II'o 

• diptiDctgeneratioal¡ ooe, ofwhichbuta.man 
nlJlUOOr re'!'.; .... pre8Cn'CS &.etoDg attacluDent 

· 1br aZIC::ieut eustomll; .implici~of 1D&Ilnen, 'aqd . 
moderatioll iD their delira.. They live onlJ jll 
tbe im~ al illt! puto Amena I!P~ lo • 

tliem ": property eoDquered by their &Ilcestola! 
A1!horriog-what ia caUed tho enligb~ed aat.e 
or ·the ase. tbey c.rerully preserve hered.itary 
prejudicet ... part or their pal¡rimooy. Tbie 
other claa, 1~ occupied even by tlae preteOt' 
than by the {uwre, have & propelility,.o&o iU 

)Ildged. forn ... wbábi~.and . jdeaa. Whiuthia 
tendeocy'u allied lo ~e love or IOtid mmue
tion, 'restrained and guided by aatrODg and en
ligbtened reaaoo. ¡lB eH'éd.a become ~1icia1 
to aociety. 1 ·kne'lll' .t CIIaCII, &II100g the_ 
QJQd gener&tiOD, llevem meo equally diatin. 
guilb'ed by their tute' for.lWdy.- the lpikÍnC81 

or lheir 1I'WI1lf!n., &Dd tha elevation of tbeir len •• 

timontt.. 1 hII~ abo known men, · .... lio, ~ 
dalning .u lbat iI eicellellt in tbil cooacte:r. 

· tbe -literatwe, &Dd the aru of tbe SplLli.iard., . 
have lilIt -thei¡ 'natioDal. indiridualio/, without 
haviog acquired rrom thcir cooDoxiool .. ith 
foreigtler1 1.111 juat. idea oC the real. baseI of 
happineu ~d lOCi.l O~t. ... . 

.. Sillce the tl.'ign of Cherleto V. &he co:port.. 
lion !pi~t and ~uoicipi.l h:l.bita b~vjog pWed. 
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f'rom tbo motba'.(X)UtI,!ty to tbe rdM~ _ 

take , pleuuie 'fot 0 .... 01. aDd i¡¡·otbar __ 

· ~rciallowne..of.'Iiem. Firme.. in ~8' 
'tIie pretenlioot lO nobilily of tbo JII* iJlua,. 
tnoUl familia of eu-,.knoJn¡ by thc ~ . 
ef Loe ·Mantuaftol. 1 &DI ~t in wlW 

· manDer theee · PI1!~1ioD. W~ fOl'Ulerly QWÜ.. ' 

fOlltt.d; but il appeared lo m!, tbat tha prOS'_ 
· of Iroowlf¡dge, ud the chaage effect.od in mm

bef'l, ha'fe gradÚally ud pretty geDenPy de.. 
troyed ... ,b&tI:ver ia ~" io tbo.e diltinc
tíom LlDaD! "the .... bita. ·1n lIll thc colonia 
,tbere IImt two kiod. ofnobility. Oae ia oóm.. 
poted oí·!he Cnolel, "bOle ,lI:"certorI . hate 
ver¡ r«eJ\tlj 6Iled great ltatiolll in Atoerica. 
neir' pterogativeII ara partir founded on the 
dittinetioo tbe, tlbjoy iD tbe motber'-countty;' .' 

· ud they imigine thcy can tetain tbem 'beyoad 
the lea. "hatevu may be lbe date of their 
aettlemeot in the colOlliel. 'Tbo other. DObilily 
ha ,mote of m American cut. Iti,¡ CODlpol

ed of the de:llcndmta of the Conquiltailores. 
• th&t iJ to lay. oí tbe Spaoiatd, 'll'bo.ervod iD 

tlu; ariny ~t. !he" titDe, of lhe finl eooquelt. 
AmOl!g lbe warriora wno fougbt witb Conet, . 

· Louda, and ~o, te,era! belonged to' tbe, 
lDOIt cmm.~ f&lllilie:ll . of the penin .. ,t.; 
othen, b?rD in the imerior cl__ of tbe 
peaple. bavo il\qltrated tbeir Damlll by lb.t 
ehlvalrouI ¡Pi¡it wbich pre\'ailed ~ lbe begill
niD~ of the sixtecilth century. r Ji.ve elae. 

. . 
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,.., tDerniI, that in tbll nconl ·oI tbo.e =n of rdipxD'&Dd III}lltary eDtlÍP;II% lR 
~ ....,g.~ followen oLtb8'~tcap~ 
m&II)' dmpl .. vU1uoa1, Ud reoeroUl Charac
t.m, wbo IEtlrobnted' \be crueltilll wt ataine;d 
'tU glor, oi the Sp"i.b IlUDe, but w~ coa- • 
. fouadea iD tbe lI1NI, ha,", POI. elCSped \be 
~ pro&etiptioD. The Dame of (»t:lquista
doza rellJaiDl lbe mote odiow, u tbe grea.1AlI" 
Jl\UIlbei .• of theaJ, I;fler haviog outraged peacoe-. 

, fuI .... tioqI, and lived io' me inidst oC opuleoce. 
did lIOt ~ towud ~II end oC tbeir 
'career, lboae Ioog miri'ortunel which appeue 
tbe ha/ft;d oC m.nkjnd, IIDd .ometimet ao~D. 
~1I",erity oftbO hiaorian. . 
' . .. B"!t 1t ilnot'oal,tbe PftOl8"''' ofideu, jlDd 
lbe . conJI.ict bettreen two -claMa of düFermt · · 
origin. whieh havo ibduoed the pri~ cut. 
to ab&Ddon tbeir PteteullionJ, ot ~t JeMt lo 
c:oooeaJ "tbenl carefuUy. Ariltocraq in tbé . 
SpanWa eolODiet hu 11 epuntupo~ of another . 
ltiod, aud of w¡úch the" .ctlOIl be<xlmea every 
day more powuful. A MOtUne.nt nf equality 
amoRg Ihe whitel,lw pe!!~ evuyboloo:l ... 
Wherevtr meo of coIour ate eitber ~~ered . 
.. alavea, Of u bniug' been eoftancJ!¡ ... d, 
",bt collltitutel nobllity,ja .heteditary ~, 

. ~e proud bout o( bariog neve/' reckaped 
IIIDOIIg anceaton di "but freemm. In the 
coloD.ie:a, tbe 'eolour oC tlae wn ÍI lbe ~ 
badge ór nobility. In Muico u .tU u Pero, . , 
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. . • • 

·al Cúadt u in Ü!e íaWJd Of Cuh&, 1, han
.~ fello..r iJ.oftm, bard '"d.;ming, .. DOes 
'that rich _hile lOan thi.IIk bimloOlf. "tutu tban 
i am'1" Tht: POpWaUon .hich EUl'OPe poufs 
_~to America beiDg wiy ~ it 1Da1 . 

• .-Uy be IIlppoMd. that. the ui_, .. evt!ry 

.. rute mau· iI. noble," .. todo -blanco 'ft cabtJ.', 
Jero." . m~ aiogularlywound!he prdenaon. 
of • s-t talJIDber 01 ucicnt ud iIIImriou. 
._~ &mjJie. Bat 1I'e D:lAy ~ faro ", 

ther. tbat lbe tiutb r:Jf thie uiom. ha loog ' 
,Ilobe been TeoDgIIizÑ lo.SpAiD, -=onr' people 

", :jUluy oeIebraied fui' probity, iIlduWy, ud 
:.tiooaI lPiriL Every Bi.lcayau can.' himlelf 
noble ¡ and, there be:iog • ~ lIumbcr oí 
B~yana in ÁiDerica IIlOId. the Ph~ hi~ 
anda. than iD tbe PeÍlimula, tbe _hita of thiII 
Boe ~ve oontribute.d, in IIQ mnIll degree, lo . 
Pro¡Mgat.e iD the eolonies tbll-lyltem of equality 

.amoogaJ1 mm, whQ6e bl~ hu Dot.been con. 
'amjnat&d b.1 lbe ~ .-.ce. 

.. Mot&over, lbe eountria '!f"hich the ioha
bltaot., "even .... itbout • rt:preeeotative go~ 
meat, 01' &Dl-inatituúon of peenge. I.IUIell" . 

. much imJlOlUnce' €o -s-Iogy anq. tb-. 'Id
van. of birth, are DO! al.,,. lb .... ~ 
tbll ari&tocruy offamiliea ia the m~t ofI'eollive. . 
We ibould .eek iD. vain-Imoog the natives oC 
Spauiah anglo. ' tbat ·ct,ld &lid auumin~ air 
wb.ic]'¡'" the charact.er of mooel'1l civilizatiod 
.¡ee1PB 10 h.v~ rendered Dlore 'eoDlmoa in' the 



J:eR of Europe. CoDviviality, candour, and " 
great aimplicity oC mannen. unite the differeot 
d_ of lOCiety in tbe colonia, a.s .ell lIS in 
the mother-c:ountty. We migbt even venture 
10 uy, that tbe upressiool of vanity aud self. 
Iove are less ofFenlive, when they retaio lOme. 
thing oC slmplicity lUId frankneu. 

.. 1 fOUDd. uya he, in levera! families al C&
racaa" tute for inlltruction, a koo.ledge oftbe 
maaterpiecell al French and Italian literature, 
ami a particular predilectlon for mu~c, which 
ÚI cultivated 'With IUcee&!, and .hich, lIS it 
al'll'ly. hIIppen! iD tbe punuit of tbe fine 
:arta, IelVeI te bring the dilferent daues of 
aociety nearer lo each other. lOe mathema
ticalldences, drawiug, p~nting, canoot here 
boast ofany ofthose establiahments, ",ith "hieh 
roy.:! munificeoce, and tbe patriotic zeal ofthe 
iohabitanta. have eoriched Mellico. lo the 
midlt of the marvdl of nature, 110 rich in pro
ductiDDlIo no penan 00 tbis COll4t '11'&1 devoted 
10 tIle .tudy of planta .od mineral!. lo a con
,"eot of St Franct. alone, I met llIith "feapeet.
able old gflDtleman, Fatber Puerto. "ho cal. 
eult.ted tIle .:!manacl~ for all the province:s oC 
Venezuela, aod who posseased lOIlle preciM 
i.deBI on thc .tate oC modcrn IIStronomy. Our 
imt.tuments inUreMed hirn deeply, aod ooe 
day oof house '111'114 filled with all thc moola of 
St Fraocia, begging 10 lee a dipping_oeedle. 
The eurioaity Ihat dweU. 00 phywieal pheo().. 

VOl.. l. " 



m'lIa iJ augmented i, coulltria tmdemri ..... 
by volcanic firm. IJId in a dimate where lIatlzn1 
¡.at otlce 10 oferwbelming, IIIJd 10 mylteriaual.y 
agitated • 

.. When . 0 remember, tb,t 111 tbo UDited 
Su,w. of North Am~rica newiplpeR ll'O pub. 
liebed in 8rnlil toWIII not el.ceedillg tbroe thOllo 
8I.Ild Inhlhitanta, we-lIlI.y be IUrprilcd to learu. 
that Caraou, .¡th a populatiob (lUorty O!' fifty 
thoulllld lOul .. po8l!elsed no prioting-ofBce be
fOl'O 1806 ; for '!Ve CIllnot ,gige thit llIt'Oe lO 
lbe preues, _hich B«Ved. ooly ftom )'ea:r to 
yea:r 10 print , fe .. 'pagel of an almalluk, O!' 

thc puton.! letter of a bilhop. The Dumbet 
oí thoee _ho reel the _allt or reading iJ poi; 

very collliderable, CYCIl in the Spani!.h co1oo;,.. 

moat adVlllced in civiliution ; bu! it would 
be tJlljU8t 10 attribute to tho colonistt.hu.as 
!he ~t of a plow policy. A Frencbm.n, 
M. Ddpeche, allied to OIIe ofthe I1IOlt rtlpect. 

able famUies in the COUIIIl'1, that of tbe MODo 
tilhu, hila the merit Di baring fint establiahed 
• printillg.officc at Carac.... It appeare d. 
ciently extraNdmuy iD modern time., to leC 

In eitabli,hrncnt of thil 1Uod, oúIOniing th, 
greatest me&113 al eomIIIullication between men, 
follo", ud not precede. a political revnllltioo. 

In a country that presenta auch enc.hant.ing 
lIillln. .nd at a period when, notwithstaniliBg 
lIOID'e .ymptoms oC popular commotionil, tlMl 
grca.tu part oC tbe inhabitaota 5eem. onl)' tu 



-

dired $eU' tbOlJ!bb toward l'hyMeal object4, 
Ihe fwtiJlty of tbo ,.out tbe long drougbt, or 
tM eoDlict of tbe t.o windt Petare Illd Catia, 
1 believed tbat 1 .bould fiad mUly pet'IOUI 

ftlI. ~u.ai.nted witb lbe 10ft y IUITOIIudiog 
mounbalnl. My e~tiOlla, however, wenl 
DOt retlized: wo oouId not ~et at ear..ca" 
a lIingIe J-*OD who liad vitited tbe IUDIIIDit of 
th, Sill.. Tho buuten do Dot c1imb 10 high 
OP tbe ridgea of mountaiol; and no joumep 
Uf! unden.aken iD tbese couatries lo pther 
alpine pluill, 10 Carry alMromrier to III e[oval.
ed apot, or lo e;wQme the OIture of roeb. 
ÁecuHorued lo • uoifonu 'lid domettic life, 
lbay drtad f.ti8l:le. * auddea cbangel of 
dimate. lt .ould ~m .. if they li'l'lI nGt tlt 
ooj01 Jire. but oo1y lo prolong lb duratioll." 

lbe 1&". ordained by lbe republic wiU leDd 
greatly. aDd ., doobt not Bpeedily, tri amalio
,",,-, th_ circumllatlces. Tbe follow¡ng "ill 
h." .. priInaly _ powerful opeflltion. 

L.t.w DJ/ nu: LIBERT1' or TDE PaJ:!ll . 

The GmenJ CoogreN oC Colombia, 
Wi.lhing lo carry into effect what il 

pre.cribed in the Con4ti.tutiOD. Article u6. by 
... bieh tbe pt"eICiOUllrigbt of wriling. printing. snd 
PIIb1ithing his thougbtt ie guaranteed lo every 
m'\ll a prerogative ... oatunol to him .. tite 
flll:ulty of IJ-king ¡ and conlidering tbat lbe 



"" 
iniportan"t objtcb oC thiJ¡ llberti wciuIil be de_ 
(uled by tbe ~ remlting fnrm it, if not 
IeCUI'1!.d by ih:ed and determined rule. i h&ve 
decreed. aod do dectee .. fol.lOWII :-

SECTION t. 

Oflke eorfrnl ofl"t Libn-ty qfthe ~u. tlIId IÚ 
1M I{Ultljficatitml ofia /llnuel. 

Article l. Evt"Y Colombian hu the right 
ud liberty to print aad publisb bit thougbt3, 
without any previoUl cen.ure. 

Article 2. The Holy Scriptul'CII .hall not be 
prioted 'llithout .. liOOJlM (-':Om the onlinary 
ecc1eeiutic. 

Art:Icle 5. Tho abuse ot !he liberty of lhe 
pretl i. a crimll .. hich .b.1I be judged aud 
plllli:ahed acoording ro the follolring anide. 

Artiele" 'ThiI lihuty is infringed; lu, 
When Ion,. booka contrary ID !he eatabliahed 
dogm .. oflhe Catholic religion are publil bed; 
_hich writinp ehall be qualified .,,¡lb Ibe tenn 
oflubveniV1!: ;-id, By publiahing writing1 tend. 
ing to e:r.cite rebellioo, OT lo dkturb publie 
ttuqoillity, which ,hall be dmoted by !ha! 
uf eeditioul :--&1, By publiahing ara, writWga 
oB'enrive lo lIIonJity or public decorum I .hicl! 
ahall be qualified under the titIe of obscene, 
or contrary lo good moralt ;-'IA. and lutl" 
By publi,hing writingl tendiog lo iDju~ tbe 



good _ 01' upu~üoo of &DI one, attICk. 
io¡ bU privati ehanctu j ,hic:h.hall be quali.
Sed by \he tef'DI ol W·m·IO')' I.ibds. 

Atticle S. n. tennt of:qualiDcation lpOken 
of in the' precediDg IU'Ücle lhaIl be ele"ified 
into 6nt., IlecoDd, or third d~ I aa:onliDg 
to tbe degree of' gravity of lile abUR in que..... 

Artlcle 6. No otber qualliicatiCHUI Ihall be 
made DIe of, onder &lJl prdut ,b·''OeVer. 
than thc»e upreMed io the preordiog uti.e1ee: ; 
&lJd .he!l tbe judga do DOt tbiált lUIy of \he 
aboYO quali6catiooi applinble lo !he work. th!y 
_balI. tben mue uee of tbe fOÜO'll'iog formula, 
-" Ac:quilted. .. 

Articlo 7. ID tJII~ cale of an autbor or editor 
publi.lbin¡ a defamatory libe!, he aball oot bo 
uempt from tbe puoilhment ee:tablimed by 
lb;. la., though he lDay olrer to prove the tnlth 
of tbe imputatioo: lbo iDj~ party 'h .. .:I.., 
tbe libeny to bring &lJ actioo befare tbe COOl· 
peteot tribunal_ agaioat tbe offender. 

Article 8. No writing! iD whic~ tbe f.ulla 
oommilted by p.ublie flloetiooaries ate detected, 
.ith I tlptCt 14 lbeir capacitiea, 01' want of 
~vity and euCU1ea iD lbe performance of 
lbeir duües,. lhaIl be c:oolldered u defamatory. 
But ifio tbe lrriting &lJl crimes COIIIplOo1iaing 
tbe bol\our 01 probity ola c:orporatiod, or lbat 
of a. public fuoctiooary. be imputed lo eitber: 
of tbem, witb ,"eh rabe .ceuJlltiol\J u In sub-



... 
ject lo poátive puoit.bm~ tbe IUUU)Z' OC' cdkor 
oí them, ir seCUNd, IIhalI be bcRnwl lo -u 
good bis imputatiOM, Ullder paio 01 binaS' bU. 
_ritinl pfOClounced a def_tory Iib~l. 

StCT10II 11. 

Of Puni,ftmenU roTnJpoMm, 11) tlbuIu. 

Artic:le 9. Tbe.uthot or edilln al a writias' 
quaUlied ullda- eh, bea.d oí IUbYenil"l, iD lile 
lirtt desree. lIliall b. ptmiahod "ith ai.J: _~. 
lrrIprilonment, and be áa«!. thre. haodftd 
dollan: 1be aulhor of a wriliDs tubveni.n, 
in tbe I«OlId degree, witb {Out 0'I0Iltb.' im. 
pn.oamant, aod • fine of two huodn:d dolIart: 
Thl! author of. writillg .ubyCftiv~ in thc thitd 
dogree, with two moatha' impri~cllt, &Dd 
• 6111 ol Glle huadred dollan. Th.i. rrW"fioq 
doe. not lcuen lbc f..::ulty, .hieh 0Il IIJch 
maUen be100ga to the ccdeaiutic:al. ,0_. 

Articlc 10. The .e PU~b NIigoed 
againat IJ,Itqon or editort (01' .ubveninl wril_ 

iD!'> ,hall be applicd.to lb, audlon or edWn· 
of W'ritiDgl _bieb are aeditio~ lOCIOrdi:og lo 

their ra.pective dcgrtel i lbe deliaqueln Mi;Dg 
abo tlIbjecl lo be tried. &lid punjebed .cc:wdiog 
lO the COIIIIDOO k., ir, by the pu.blic:ation ot 
IUch lI'rifiog, ~ nbeüiOCl, IX <ÜItIlrbloc:z of 
public tnulquillity, hu been the coaseqUtpCCl 
of ¡l. . 



• ... 
Artide 11. The 'rdbor OC' ed.i:tOl' of a..ntiog 

.hic:b ¡, Mven4l, 01' CIOIIInt7 lo pod morm. 
tball par' ñu. of fin bundred dollan, if iD 
tbe fint degree; three hundnd, if iD tbe.le
cond. and • pundred .ud fifty, ¡fiD thc third: 
lUId ir he abouId not be ahI, 10 pay thia fine, 
be ahall be impriaoned, according ro the degrees 
quali6ed,. ei¡bt.een. twe1ve, or ten UlOlltb .. 

Arücle H!. Thl! aulhor or editor of • 'lll'rit.. 
'ID, q·lifIed l1ader tbe tille of dd'aIIPtory libel, 
ab&U Pl1 ,. fiDe 01 two b.w)drod doI.Wt., in tbe 
int d,.eD, and . be impÑo!ltd fur three 
_tba 1 lo tilo (II'MlIlII, be thalI pa, • bllPdnd 
dohan. aud wllbr t .. o IDOII.tU' islpri.lDnllleDt I 
_ .. tJM third. be lbÑI ..-r dfty doUan, and 
IUfb' a.e .000th'. ~t. Tbe lIU1hor 
or editor "00 .hall DOt be .1, 10 par tJU. he. ' 
ahall hne the tmeofhitimprilm)lIM!Dt doubled. 

. Artide l.8. Bai.det tbe ,-1- oprri6M 
. iD tOe plecediog articla. .n the copies dedared 
10 be COIIIprited in uf ortbe quali6eaüou. u;· 
p~ in the int MICtioa oí dril. Ia",_ and re. 
.. ';:niog _ale. abal.l b. _ed, Thosepenon. 
'lfho abMJo retum tb. eopial botsgtat befan tilo 
coll\'ictiCl(l, lhall be pUd !he ama price that 
thl!J originally c:oet, by tilo pcn<lI1 0ClII\'>eted. 

Anide 16. But lf the ce!I~!'c.i lPrithIg be • 
'WOI'k ettimable in i8Ilf, .nd if dae cenlUre fall 
0011 on certain exp*_~ .., that. tbey migbt 
be vuy euily ~ and e.....t. !.he 
juria ahall in thiJ _lpeCif, die w-u. the 



... 
plmila, Of tbe pIp. whietI eoatain theaa. and 
tbe mpie. th.1I. be retunled 10 tbe party in
telftted, aAer lbe , UIIIIl upaf8Uioot by the 
ju._ 

S&CTIOIf liI. 

On fAoe &lpOtISilJifir;, qf Per-. 

Artiele 1'. The autbor or editorcL. 'II'ritiog 
Ihall be .espocuible rOl' tbe 0'_ alOIIIUu.ed 
apinllt tbe Iiberty of the preu ¡ and. lo lUt 
eud. eitber al tbem Ihallllgn theongilJll. t'O{I1. 

whicb it 10 remaio iu Üle handt of'the printn'. 
Article 16. 'l'be priDt.er .hall remain mbject 

10 \he lIlI\e l'GIJI098ÍbIIlty al tbe autbor Of edi
tor ¡ ud die la .. Ihall comider bim .. IUch iu 
tbe rol101ring ea.- :-1,1, WheA tbe printer, if 
requited Iegall, 10 preNot tbe original cop, 
aigned b1!be editor or autbor, doII nClt mm· 
pi, 'lrith it ¡-id, Wbea the pnateT. caIled 
upon by tbe prope:r autboritiet 10 diec'- the 
place of abode .of eitber tbe &utflor Of editor, 
tb~ 1IOt cbulMl 10 do it; Of wheo. il requiMl, 
he do n« aame a penan of propen:y 1ri1Iing ti) 
be teeWityfor lbe &uthor oreditor oftbe.ort ¡ 
in .bich two _ lb. tria.! .ball com~ 
igainlt tae printer. in arder tbal tbe awh fL 
jUltioe ma,l not be defeaUd. 

Artiele 17. The prioten &hall be obliged 10 
pllt their names ando IUr.2I!IeII to the printed 



0Jplea. &Dei alIo the place aud yeu wheo the 
"""tiag ... printed. Invitltion letten. canb. 
ud tbe lite, &ni eJ:cepted. Defect in lUIy oí 
tbelll'-requiliita ahall be pullilhed .. the abIo
lute orniaiou oí them. 

.Article 18. Tbe prillte1'l oí tbOlll: worb OC 
writiagt ill w1ñcb uy oí tbe aboye requisi,tet 
~·be ...-..ntiag, ,hall pay tbe JUro oC ten dolo 
Ian. .. a fiDe; bu.t. if the .ritiags have undl!r. 
lJOIle f¡Ily oC the qullilicatiou. ~ ill the 
firtt aection oí thil la., tben tbe priot.- ,hall 
pay a fine oC a hundnd d01lan.. 

Article l{;1. Wh<*IeVu dWllIell, publilh, or 
cin:u1ate ooe Ot mOte copie. oí lUIy centll!"ed 
writiDg, already quali1ied .. .aboye, aball.uJfer 
tbe lame peGalty u the autbor or .editor oC the 
taid .riling. 

St.CTIOIf IV. 

Qfth~ M~tJu¡d qfJlTO"~dj'W i" j/¡ue Triall. 

Article iO. Tbe mmes quali6ed .. abuaes of 
tbe liberty of the preee, except tho.e eompriMd 
under tbe denomination of defam.atory libele., 
produce popular action, ..ud therefore any Co
lombiaa hu tbe right to hm,g befote the eom
petent tribunal tb06e .riti.ntP .hicb he ,han 
judge .. aubyenive, ,editioua, obIcene, or COZI· 

truy to good l1lonh. 
Articl~ in. Tbe faculty of a.eeusiog ' Del! 

.ritinga betODgt more e.pecially .lO.the attQmey. 
and aolic::itor_genenJ. 



... 
Article '& 111 tito (Na ol deCem"...,. libeb. 

__ but lb. parw. ........ ......t IIIW.I han: tM 
pgwu ti) aoeuae.. 

MQde aa. Tbe acca.~ eL mch writep 
tbaIJ be pr.eo*,- Of NIIt to _ of tbe Alcal. 
.. 0n:I.i0t.ric:. of the b.d. of. diItrict, lh&t he 
-1 illlpamwd the jurie. .. .00II. .. ,..-ñIe, 
acooniillg lo tJ.e lII~oi whidI wiU be .. 
blabed m tbe followins &rticla. 

Article t.. Fout-aod.tweDty penoIl& .-u 
be e1ected. by plunlity or \'«es "P;Y year. 
,,"&bin the fim liI\eea da,.. 01 the IIIOOth oC 
JUlUU)', in the Ayunt,m;"'to of tbe C&lltoo, 

.laue tbe ... ia. prilltiDg.ofBce. lo eurciae the 
runetiona ofjori .. 

Artide 15. To eurdla thil cbuge.. it will 
be required lo he"" the rightl of alDea, lo 

havo etta.in6!.l their IIlIIjority. (lb:ed at twenty· 
ti",. lean), lo mide in lbe diltrid 01 canton, 
Uld lo ba"o • trade 0 1 e property _di. lmowa, 
whieh eoab1e. tbera lO mainwo tbemaem.. 
witbout d.,-ading for thcir .ubaiftaoce OD r.oy . . -Artiele i6. Pencml uerei.mg &111 c:i:ril. « 
eeclt:ei.wticd j uriadiction lIhaIl not be eligible 
lo \be oIice of jurymtn. oeitbeT iball tAe clIJ 
1DÜitary' ClcmIlD,u:uicn. lIot the aecmariea • 
puWic ome. « ÜIeit clerb. 

Article 27. No citiun.wl be permitted 10 
emuae hi...u' lrom thia cbtrge. WlIna he be 
p~nted b, IIOIIICI pby.ic:al or 11\0111 defcet. 



... 
"Iak:b tbe AyUDt:lm.illl1to ,baU determille; mil 
ia lUda • _ tIwr Ihall lila aAOther ia ... 

Aztido t8. If. jUrymMllIIould not .a.t. at 
tba trial after hciiD« mee apprUod oilt by \be 
judp al tbe ~ witbout tbowiDg C&IIM 01' 

1. impedhnent Jhr it. eh. jod8e ahaU iII:I~ 
upon bim • be oí tIOt Le. tbaD tGa. dollln. 
nor u· e di.., tnrItyJive I wblch 10111 ruar be ' 
dopbltd mr .. ..........t c6ace. 

Anide 19. Ak the ~Oft of • writ
¡ag, tIMo AloAA'e Ordiaario bef_ .boa!. it bat 
~ aa.de, oc tu.hGm it bu beeII ilifected, 
tlul1 pt«!! t with. Res'dor. or tbe.ecretuy 
ot die :AJUntamieato, lo cm. Job for .evea. 
out eX four.ud-t\lreDty biJleu. COOtaitaiDg tbe " 
PIDIII of the jorpoen. 1;IúI being done, th. 
n_ oltbll jWjuoeu dra1nl tb.n be regiatered 
¡ato. book de.tiaed tor thit purp;-. 

Artide!lO. Aftar thia, cM jarymen aban be 
coavoked and ti - ...... by tM judge ot tbe ' 
C&UM, ro lee _bothar uy of tbem hu aDyleglJ 
i~ that -1 preveac bIlD &om actiDg 
u ..... 

Artide :n. Tb, Mpl ilDpedimeDw. in O
trialt, .uu be DO otber \bao tlI. belD¡ NI _ . 

.... "' .. M.-th. bebg MI lVO'II'ed. eaemy.---.e
latioMbip lo 1he fourtla degree oC eivi! _ . 
gaiDity. or ~ of " ¡ty, .,ilb e ither thc 
.ocuaet", OC' 'IriIh tbe .. uth« ot ~tor, i{ hi. 
nlUlI: be ucertalDed. 



Article Si. If ooe or more oftbe level! juty. 
mm Ihould be d~ m....p'b1e. t.eCXJtdioi 10 
the u.pMi!lWll1. ltated iD \:he pr""""ding artide. 
the judge.bo hu coavoked tIwn Ihall &a. 
lota (01' u _y u are inopable. obIeniDg tbe 
lime method .. iD. Artic]eI 29 r.Dd so. 
. Artic1e.ss. '!be flto_ of!he leVa juryuaen 

heing once ucertaiDed, tbe jlldge (l( tbe caute 
aban "¡mjn;"er lo tbe.m \be fdlcnriDg oath;
.. Do )'011 nrea:r . lo _b.arge f&ithfull,. tbe 
ñmction no .. iDtrutlted. to )'011, decid;ng .. ·ith 
justice and impartiality waetbu tbenl iI growwl 
Ot oot.lo proeeed legall,. againIt tbe deoouoced 
writing no .. belore yow Byel r '-" Y", Wtl 

... ur." .. If yOll act ao. God .ill rewatd . 
you; ifnot, be .. ill call fOIl lO I.D accouot." 

Article M • .A1ler.lbil, the judge or alcalde 
ahaU retire. and lbe leVen ju.ryaaen Jemaio b,. 
tbeOllel.vN f.o uuoille lbe ,..riting. tbe auqject 
of accuaatiOIl I alld, aft.er baviog CODveraed OD 
tbe Bubject among lbenuclves, tbey ,ball de-
clare, by u a.btoIute plunl.ity of votes, .. ~ 
tber tbere are, or are 00 pounda lO proceed to 
trial ¡ Plaking I.110 oíDO otber form but that. . 

Artic1e 55. Thia declar.üoD beiog .ooce 
nade. it ahall at that 1II0Ullwt be regiltued in 
• book d.liDOO fOl" tbat ~ and li.kc...ue 
at tbe end or the aame tccu ... tioD, Iligued b,. 
the .leVen jurymen ¡ ud tbe fore.an or thC!D1 
ibaU present it to tbe alealde Ít-ho bu oonvok. 
ed them. . . . 



Artide S6. If the declantioa be cooceived 
iD tbeee tenN,- " There are DO grw.ada lo 
procc:ed 10 trial," tbe aloJde thaIl tbeD. tnDl
mit 10 tbe ICCUllr tbe accuatiOll .¡th the 
tboYe dedantion, aDd all furtber proccediogt 
ahall thueby ceNe. 

Atticle ffT. Ir the declararioo be (lOIlCl!ived 
in th_ terma,-" There are grounda 10 pro
ceed 10 triaJ," the alcalde lh.&lI !ben tan lbe 
neelf .. 'T ¡wec:auúoo. to IU~Dd lbe .ale. of 
thOH copie. .hich exiet in the banda or Ihe 
prin!er Of IIUer, impoeing. fine ar ooe hun_ 
dred doUan, aoi! two month,' imprilOllmenton 
elther ofthlllO who.haII fliHn the truth ofibe 
Iccount he ,hall give ofthe. number of cxitting 
copiee, or ir he .hould leU arJy ar the copies 
aRer thete procetdlogt. 

Article 38. The judge shal! proceed llaO 
lo lbe IIIlrch of lbe penon upon .. hom thll re
IpODlibitity rall .. according 10 .bt hu t-n 
otdained in Ihe Sd artlcle of th4 11" Bul no 
luthority thsll oblige any DOe to ditcloee lbe 
oeme ni the edilor 01' IUthor of the .riling, 
befare lbe jurymen blve dedared tbat "Tbere 
are grouDdl lo proceed lo triaL" AU .proceed
ing'l contnlry lo .hlt is hcre atabliahed, aha.l1 
be coDlidered aod puniahed u 1.11 attempt 
agairut individual .ecuritl, aod Ibe o1IIcu ot 
authority .ho doe. il IhaI be depoIed froo¡ 
hit po_er or his oIBce.. 

Article S9. Ir Ihe declaration_" 'nlere are 
grtIuoda lo proc:ud lo trial," _en ID f.n 00 • 



... 
wrilios IIccuoed .. IOditioU$, tbo Judr lbaU 
hav. the ¡m&OIl tspODIlbLe .,.., bvt. 
aboald lile 'Icen_tino be for I,lly oC lb, oth.r 
abu __ tiOlled w. &be mm 1eC_ of tm. 
la .... , lbt1l lbe judge r.hall ociIy f'IIqw", 11 .... 

ceot teCUrily or bail lo blnd him lo ~peII" 
.heu called upoo hU trlal¡ and, .abould ha not 
be ablc lo find aeeurity or baiJ. thn be WII 
.bo be put W1d~ anott. 
Anido~. Havillg ooce piocetded. .. r ..... 

lbejudge ottbe cacue ,h.n dr •• lota lar MVeI. 

billct. out of tbo.e .hK:h ~ed UI !be bo:r. 
(oc jUlY'UeD, ob.enúI¡: tbe aIIIO IJIdhocI .. la 
lile int drawiog m lat:t. aod aIoIo regiaterillg 
tbe namee ofth. lIGVaI jUl)'llX!ll dnwn. 

Article .1. !be fitll_ ol thoee IneD jwy. 
meo Ihall be namined by the judge of lile 
cause, obee.rving lo tbil elfect ..... hat hu dre..ily 
boetl preec::ribedin &be 80th. 8ht. Uld Btd arü. 
cl~ . 

.Articleo6i. '!be judge o( tbe ca.uIII! lbIll .r. 
tenratIÜ lIOd. to tbe «'IIp<""'ObIe peiI~ 1 QeI". 

tiIied copy ot tbe aee~ lZIIIde agahut hiI 
wrilillg, tbat he ID"" ba~ it in bu po_u ti) 
prepare hit def'enoe ,,,hall, or by .ritlDg. witb 
11 copy of lbe lid of tbe ICveo j~. that he 
m.J be able lo ~ect. ü' bt likea. iD the lerm 
oí fOW'oUld-arentl boun, {Out out of tbe levea 
jut)'lDeo. witbout belog obliged lo lItate !.be 
caUIIe oC hit rcjectioo. 

Articlo .u. In Ihe. cae of 11 n;jecQoD, !he 
jlldge of lb. cause WalI dnw lota (01' .. mlnl 



.. baYe ~ n;e$d I ud tha:r 8tDea 0tICI 

1I búHd, 110 &rtber J~ .baH tIh --An:icle ... Tbe I:UUllber of die .... .., jury. 
mCn belt!g COIIIplded, the jud¡e lbaU lend 
them. lIotiee 10 appeu iD tbe place appomtecl 
COI' the triaI, aDd the f4&wiag O&tb shall be 
ad.lI:dUl.ered 10 da. by ÜII judgt; before 
eocallS~1 tila trial_.. Do you •• e.r 10 
dieclw¡e faithfblly and boQounbl, the truat 
CODiIded 10 )'Ou, dedding withjustic:e ud ¡lIS_ 
partla11t" ud ICOOlding ID tbe bIIt fIl your 
abilltiet. .betber Ul" not tite wriIiDfr DOW bt. 
lore you be IlUbject lo u, of tbe q,,·!i6Mtjon. 
upro.ed in tite 1tt U'LIde of the La. cm the 
Liberty el tbe Pr_1'-" V., .. e nve&r."
.. If rou do lCt ao," llee. 

Anide f.3. The trial Ihalt tU. place in 
open oourt l &lid both tbe dtlendant ·.ud bit 
hieMilhall M petmitted ID uaiJt al it. 

Article.a. b. lbe ..... lDIlUIer, : the attar. 
flal.nd IOlicitor~. o, &111 olhu wboactl 
.. 'C!e"Pf. eitber by himtelf, Of by pnmy • 
.hall be .bte lo .s.t azul. speat; the defm,. 
daDt ba";ng lba rigbt te rqiy te tbe 1<"' e-, 
afte:r th¡. lut _ !!pOlen in IUppott of hit 

""'r· 
Article +7. Aftenrards lhe jud¡e ot tbe 

eau ... il be be • b.m.te,,......u no\. 0111 nomi. 
D&ted by him • .baI1 recapitol:ate lhe .hol ... triaS, 
llId ilÚorm the jury .. to th ... l ... 01\ tb.-. 1Ub-, 

• 



... 
ject. lo enable tbem 10 judp tbe beUer of tbe 
cue; aftu.bich tbe¡.hall mini lo .. fodjoiD
iDg room lo OODIIllt respeeti.ag it; and they 
lhalI. 011 tbe 'pot ~ualify the wriq acoordiog 
10 .bat D p~ iD the Int. MdioQ qf thia 
u •. 

Article 48, The unanicDoul vota el lIil 
ahall be required lo con"rict the autbor or. 
editol' of & wliting. and two thaI.I be .w!icicDt 
10 -.cquit hito. But oaee. writing ia 1I.".Uficd 
UIlder 1ID1 oC !he deoomiDatiout apeci&d in 
tbe 'tb arlicI.e of thiJ la ..... !ha degr-ee bdong
ing to it lIhal.I be Uligned by plunility of votes. 
In CMeI .. here tbe votes tbaIl be equal, the 
deciaiOD thaI.I be in fi.VOW' ofthe déeodaoL 

Article 49. nat done,. the jurymeo Ihall 
retum lo the court, ud the fOmn&ll .halI 
place iD the judge'. b.nda the qualliicatioo of 
the wmk, aigoed by them a1L 

Artiele 050. .AftH- haviDg read il a1owJ. if 
the deciaioll be .. Acquitted," 1M judr ahall 
make we oC lbe follmog funn :-" All the 
fonD. of t11e la ... blviag been obaerved in thia 
triaI, lUId the jury haviDg judged by the for_ 
snulam" Acquitted.'· tbewrilingentitled ...... 
denounced on 111m. d.,y. by auch lID .utho
rit10r penan. !he la. tequila N .•.. , the per_ 
lIOIl re!lponsible fOl' the -.id ritiog i uwl in 
coluequence of it 1 onler, tbat ho be Lmllle. 
di.ately -et &t liberty, nt withdraw hill aecurity 
Ot bail, without laf dllmllJll or prejudice tbere.. 
by te:.ulting 10 hi. good name ud reputatiOl'l." 



... 
Aitide .51. TIte judge .hall carry ioto e&ct 

"hat has been .. id in lhe precediog article 
without • mOll\ent'. detmüon; 'lId any Ict 
contnlly lo thit ,hall be puw.hed _ .. (:rime 
of d.etmtioo, or arbitrary proOeeding, 

Amele M:. If 1.111 of t.be qualificatiODS apeo 
c:mM in utic1e lbo ~ han been uaigaed to 
the writing, then the judge .ba1l make UIe of 
the foUo1l'ing fOl'1ll:_w AlI lbe forma ofthe la" 
haviag beeo obtervcd in tbil triaI. aod tbejury" 
hlYins' quali6ed witb the denouiiDatioll of ••••• 
the 'll'Titing entitled .. .• " dmouneed 1111 IUch •. da,. by IUcb lID authority or penoD. the Ilw 
cot'IdelllDl N ...• , !he pel1lOD reeponaible Cor 
!he aaid writing, ti) the penalty ....• peci6ed 
io lUdt anide; anrl in CODaeqUeIK;e of tbat; 
1 onler tbat the.-id be car1;OO ¡oto efl'ect." 

Attlcle ~s. Thil being over, !he trial ,hall 
he coo.idered u completed; Il!d tbejudge.hall 
proceed loo carry it into necution. by putting 
ioto tbe ht.llcb of both the lecuser IlId Ibe 
accURd, legal copies of the lenlence . 

.\rticle M. 100 f_ for lhe judge of the 
caWe, notar)'. and olher CO!ItI of the trial, .hall 
~ paid. according lo the arancel, (cerUin regu_ 
latio¡¡a)' by the penun decl.red guilty ¡ but if 
be should be acquitted; and the triaJ be for a 
defamatory libel, then th'e" COIIbI ,hall be paid 
by !he acc:uaer. In a11" Other cases, the eoabl 
sball be paid &om !he fllnd ctUted from !he 
fines reaultif'lg from !hit law ¡ whieh fllDd oLlgbt 

VOL. l. ,f 
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~ be dtpc¡Iiud ·ill tbc AyunWlllento. .. ¡tia tbe 
rapoc:tite aoIIOIfIItI. 

Article 6.1. Ir tbe wriu.,g ,hauld be dec:ar. 
od kl IXllltala &ay or the quiífieatioal _. 
tiolled in the Jinl_tica. tbt dtot1Iey-penl 
,baH abo reeem _18a. ... hich lIhall abo be 
jncl..,lcd ia the COItI. but:be-.bdl DOL be SI

litIed lO la)' thjll! .ben lile penoo. bu. beca 
acquit1ed. 
. Anidle:56. In botb catea, tlM ¡paIi6c:alioo 
ud IMtellOl dWl be iDaened in !be ao.em
lIImrl Gu.me; lO whith ead lbe ju. eL tbc 
~ Ihall _d • writtts DCJtice lo lbe oIice 
M the ILId papeI'. 

Artiele .71. Wbotoever lIull reprint • 'Ifrit. 
ing OI a wort luppreuea, u.J1 ÍIlCUr. p-.lty 
twi<:e .. grm .. that illlp~ 011 tbe writi.ag~ 

S t Cl'lON V. 

Of~ A~af Vtmud OIIlIIClt 7'ri4fs. 

Artide -'8. 'l'b, penoo CUldemned.ball be 
able lo appul to 1IIe wperior coun of jlAce. 
"ben the judge oC the Clu.e ah.n BOl _ve 
ÑnpOICd tbe~1 praeribedby tlUab. ... ud 
wit.bio "the ttrl:II. of ti.e da,.: in both thme 
CUC!I hia appa.Iw¡¡1 be admitted. 

Artide "9. Tbe iJ:¡terQtad party _,ili. 
_be appll&l to tbe IUpeOOr arurt, .heo !he 
rúles ud fOl1lulitiea ettabllihtd in thiI la ... 



·" 
llave not beeo. ' ot.orved; bllt. iD thia-weal. 
tbe triaI aNll begin on11whete the form 1rU 

interrupted. and tb,e tribunal Ihalllay the re
,pol1libility OD the ptrIOD Ot penoul who com
mitted lbe Cault. 

Arlicle 60. Ir bom appeall .hould be de
c1and unfounded, the IWDmonu shall be con· 
dellflled in COIla. 

!.et tbe pres.ent be commuuieated lo the ue
cuan power, lo be puhlilbed aod carritd into ... 

Gi ... en iD the piIllCt of lbe (Jeoen! Coogrea 
of'Colombia, in thl eity of Ro.ari.o de Cúcuta. 
on tbe Htb September UNI, 11th yeat ol In.. 
dependence.-Tbe Pruident of thé Coogreu. 
Vicente Azuero._ The deputy aecret:ary. Fran. 
ciIco Soto.-The depue, .eeret&ry. Anl. Joee 
c.ro. . 

PaIace of die GoyernlDeDt oí CololDbia" R~ 
lirio de Cúcuta, 17th September l811...-Let 
it be uecuted JOM Maria del Ca$tillo., for 
bis Exeellency !he Vice-J'ra,ident oí the Re. 
puhlic.-l'ba Mini....,. ef !he interioc and o{ 

junice. Diego:D. Urbueja. 
. PampIoo., Se~bct 29. lBll.-ThiI hu 
been J'leOtind..-Lel it be cotluounicated lo 
tbOM .. hom it COIleet1lt to be publiJbed, in 
DnIu lo e:na exeeuüoo; &!Id Jet it be printed 
not oDly in lbe Govenllllellt Gautte. but lib. 
:wlte iD • • ~rate Iheet of papero thlt it may 
be _~ to all the proYincn &!Id autltorjtit':l nf 



." 
dqlartmenu..-Tbe 1IeCft".ary uf the interior, 
VHg&n. remaiol iDtrutteci .¡lb th elecutiDll 
oftbilordft'-F. P. Satltmder. 

SECTION VI. 

lUIGIOlt, 

be religion of Colombia ¡. the Roman c.. 
lholic : bul !he Inquititiou • 'boIiabed; 1)() 

undue rettnintl are imJlOled; and ~ fonn 
ofwonhip.il tolera"ted . 

.lbolilitm qflk Holy TribUMI oflk IIIquisition. 

The General Congreu of Colombia, CXIOIider
ing Ib.t ooe of ita fim datiel iI to maiJltain in 
IU ¡ti purit, lb. Rom&n CatboUe religioa, _ 
ooe of tbe _t ucred righb ~ng lo 

cidzen., Uld .hi<:b hu Ibe mou powerlUl in. 
I!uence 011 !he IUpport ol OI'der. monJity. and 
publú: tranquillity, decrece _ foUO'\II1I: 

Artide l. Tbe tribund of the Inqu..tion. 
lib .. iae ca1led the Holy O!l1ce, ahall be aboüsh
ed for ever ¡ it ,h.11 nrver iipill be eatabliahed; 
and tbe properties belonging 10 it .hall be al'" 
plied to the increue nf Ihe public trea:!ury. 

Article!l. In coruequence of tlüa, ¡fil d&
dared, lbt the mOlI rnerend ... ch~lIbop .. 1011. 


