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Table 1. The Courses, the Evaluation and This Project

Date

Courses

Evaluation

This Project

May 2006

Students
« Assignments
« Research projects generated by the course
+ Completed theses drafts
« Class statistics (average attendance, dropouts
and falures, average grades, and so on)

Teachers
« Teacher retrospective end of semester project
reports
Evaluation results

Fall 2006

—

Research Seminar 1

3 teachers’ collaboration
processes

Spring

2007

Research Seminar 11

3 teachers’ collaboration
processes

May 2007

Students
« Assignments
« Rescarch projects generated by the course
+ Completed theses drafts
« Class statistics (average attendance, dropouts
and failures, average grades, and so on)

Teachers
« Teachers’ weekly meetings
« Teacher retrospective end of semester
project reports

Evaluation results—for further research

‘The teachers’ weekly
meetings and the project
reports are the data for the
project reported in this
article
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Self-Assessment Checklist

Never

Sometimes.

Many
times

Always

1. Do you read in English?

2. Can you identify specificinformation ina
textt

3 Can you understand the main idea in a text?

4 Can you make predictions about a text or
reading through a picture or the title?

5. Do you think that scanning s a uscful
strategy?

6. Do you think that skimming is a useful
strategy?

Do you think that making predictions s a
useful strategy?

8. Do you do your actviies o tasks with
responsibilty and commitment?

5. Do youlook up new vocabulary i texts to
improve the eading process?

10-D0 you check and read again the assigned
readingsto complement what you see in
class?
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Table 1. Reasons Authors Submitted Their A

for Publication

— Percent of

responses
Contribution to the ELT community 5
Visibility of the journal 3
Fulfilment of a goal N
Support provided by the journal 5
Practical reasons 3
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Table 2. Difficulties Faced Along the Process of Publication

ificulties.

Strategies used to overcome difficulties

Re-submitting manuscripts
Delay due tolack oftime for revisions

Information missing n the irst version

Summarizing

Narrowing the topic

Fulfilling type ofarticl requirements (structure of
aricles reporting research, innovations, o reflections:
the justfication of the manuscrip,integration of
theoretical aspects orstudiesin th fel, discussion of
findings,conclusions, among others)

Perseverance
Discipline

Attention to feedback.

Dialogue with reviewers
‘Communication with co-authors
Proof-reading

Encouragement given by the journal
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Figure 1. Categories From the Data Analysis

What deologies does a group o pre- sevie teachersreveal
when they construct meaning oftexts?

Core Gatagory
Habius
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Sessions

Activities

Reading Topics

February 14° 016
Session:
Introducing the
Research Project

Introducing he project 1o the dass.
Explaining the benefitsof the project. The purpose

of this session was o persuade learners about the
uscfulnessof the three reading strategics to improve
reading comprehension and develop some features of
autonomy such as making decisions fo learning, aking
responsibiliy for their own learning, increasing reading
awvareness, and increasing motivation.

We explained to the students that they were going o
take three sessions of two hours each with each one of
the three reading srategies (scanning, skimiming and
making predictions). Task would integrate the three
‘phases of reading: pre-eading, while eading and post-
reading.

‘We taught the strategies explicitly, particularly using
teacher modeling i order for earners to gt used to the
strategies and put them into practie.

Some samples of readings
using scanning skimming, and
making predictions were taken
to get learners conscious of
how to use the three reading
strategies,

February 21%and
Session 2: Scanning.
Session1

Reading abouteveryday activites.
Learners found specific information ina passage after
they got some language preparation fo the text

Inthe pre-reading phase, they had to look at different
pictures related to everyday activities and say the
activities. Then, they wrote the actvites on the board.
Inthe while-reading phase, they were asked to find
specificactions o activites in ashort text

Inthe post-reading phase, they had to write the activities
they did every day: Then,they were asked to discuss
with the person next to them the actvites they had in
common and the actviiesthat were diffrent.

Hobbies

March 1#10 6%
Session 3: Scanning
Session 2

Reading How to make a vegetable soup.
Learners found specific information in a shortstory
regarding How to make a vegetable soup.

Inthe pre-reading phase, tey had totalk about.

the common vegetable products they grew in their
‘community and what they could do with those products
Inthe while-reading phase, they were asked to read a
shortstory about a girl who was a good cook. Before
reading the story they had to read some questions and
then select the best ption based on specifc things that
happened inthe story.

How to make a vegetable
soup.
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Self-Assessment Checklist

Never

Many
times

Always

1. How ofien do you read outside the classroom
for your own interest?

2. Can you understand the main idea in 2 text?

3. Can you identify specificinformation ina text?

4 Can you make predictions sbout a text through.
a picture or the ttle?

5. Do you think that scanning s 3 useful straegy?

6. Do you think that skimming s  useful strategy?

Do you think that making predictions is a use-
fulstrategy?

5. Do you do your acivitiesor tasks with responsi-
bty and commitment?

5. Do you look up new vocabulary in texts to
improve your reading comprehension process?

10.D0 you check and read again the assigned read-
ings to complement what you study n class?

1. Do you monitor and sef-assss your own learn-
ing process to overcome any diffculties?

12.D0 you think that the strategies implemented in
class are usel for you to use n other contexts?

13.Do you think that the use of strategies engages
you to read more in English?

14.D0 you believe that the reading process i better
when you use reading strategies?
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Sessions

Activities

Reading Topics

March 8 t0 13*
‘Session 4 Last
‘Scanning Session

‘Tearners read about the importance of pants for e
on carth. They could understand specific ideas of the
passage.

In the pre-reading phase, they looked at a photosynthesis
chart, Then, the teacher asked them the importance of
photosynthesi, the parts of the plant, and what plants
produce.

In the whilereading phase, they were asked firt to read
some statements and then they needed to go to the text
as fast as they could to find out if they were truc or false.
After this, we shared the answers.

In the post-reading phase,learners had to write two true
statements and a falsc one about the text green plants”
Then, they read the sentences to the class in order for the
others to ideniify the fase statement

Green plans (the process of
photosynthesi)

March15® to 20
Session 5: Skimiming
Session 1

Learners found the main idea of the text.
In the pre-reading phase,learners described the
environment of a z00 with the support of a z00 picture
given by the teacher. Then, they had to ist some beautiful
animals and some dangerous ones found in a z00. After
this,they were asked to talk about the foods those
animals usually eat

In the while-reading phase, they read the text and
‘matched the story with it appropriate picture. Then, they
talked t0 the class about how they organized the story:
Next, they had to complete a eading map which had

the ollowing information: Tile of the reading, seting,
characters, main animals, foods that animals were eatng.
“They had to do this actvity individually and then share
their answers with the class

In the post-reading phase, they worked in groups of
three o talk about wh they liked about the reading, the
importance of the reading in real lie asa way to protect
the animalsin danger of extinction, and how we as
itizens should take care of those animals when we visit
200, Part ofthis post-eading task was done in Spanish
because of thelevel ofthe learners. Learners used
“Should" and “shouldn to give advice about how to take
care of animals when going toa 00.

A visit to the zoo.
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Aim:

At the end of the topic students will be able to express orally the origins of Yellow
Journalism.

Intended outcome:

At the end of the lesson students will be able to describe the key information of a
graphic text using Journalist’s questions. Moreover, the students will be able to
compare and contrast headlines found in modern tabloid papers with stories
published in The Worid and Journal.

1. Observe carefully the cartoon and figure out what is It about?

ot vicrevd (ion oot coul
We e A BN g wocel
Mt e ¥ o Sl ey |

§ Use Mm m help you
| understand d new vocabulary.






