CHAPTER XX.

1818.

BAILINQ OF THE BXPBOITION FPROM THE UAYOS — WEY HE GOBS TO MARGARITA -~ BOLIVAR OON-
YOKES AN ASSEMBLY AT VILLA DEL FMORTE ~— HE I8 PROCLAINED SUPRENE CEIEP —THY
LIBERATOR ANNOUNCES THAT THE '/ WAk T0 DEATR His CEASEL ™ FOR NMOE PART— KOXO
OFFRLE YEX THOURLND DOLLARS FOR THR ERAD OF BOLITAR AND NN PAINCIPAL FOLLOW-
RES — ARRIVAL OF THE LAEFEDITION 4T CARUFANO — AMIEMALY IN THIS TOWN — BIPFEDI-
TIOK 1O OCUMARE — LOAR AT LOS AGUACATEA — PAKIC AT CRORONY — NISOONDDCT OF VIL-
LARET - THE LINZRATOR PROCERDS TO BOKAIAR, AND RETORMS TO CHORONT — MACGREGOR
PRXNTRATES INTO THE INTARIOR, AND BOLIYAR ERETURNS TO NONAIRS, FPRONM WRENCE HF
ENBARKS FOR GUIRIA —~ REMARKARLE RYENTS AY TEIS PORT— AXCESSES OF BARMUDES.

N the 20th of March, at ten o'clock in the morning, the fleet set pail from
the small port of Acquin, twelve leagues E. N, E. from the Csyos de
Ban Luia® The Liberator, with his staff and Admim) Brion, were embarked
on the achooner Bolivar; she was commanded by the frigatecaptain Renato
Beluche. Marifio, MacGregor, Piar and other officers, wunt on the Marifio;
she was commanded by the Commandant Thomaa Dubnille; the other schoon-
ers, Constitucion, Piar, Brion, Felie and Congjo, were commanded by the licu-
tenant commanders, Juan Morne, J. Pinell, Antonio Rosales, Lomine and Ber-
nardo Ferrero, 'The rest of the expedition waa embarked in them.

With a reduced number of braves, whom misfortune had thrown on the sees,
and who beheld their country in his person, the Liberator pet pail from the
Cayos of San Luis. What is his purposei In what direction does this
crusade of liberty tend, which has nothing great but its daring, nor nothing
wonderful and magnificent but the hope which it possesses? It would be
necesgary to write a volume to do justice to so much valor; thet invincible
falth, that conviction which anticipates the ovent, and which, seemingly scomn-
ing the solid laws of prudence, manifests itsclf ss o rash presumption. Noue
know its destination, nor what it will have to effect. No one has mebsured the
distance from undertaking to attaining, For the time being the crop is only
fatigues : 53 ndvantages and commodities could not be expectod from soch frail
and emall yessols, They are afterwarda threatened by perils and combats, snd
who knows if not deplomable misfortunes. But the extrsordinary man who
guides and directs them bas spoken to them of independence and glory; of
the Yiberty of Colombis and Americs, and thither they go, joyful, determined,

* Restrepo writes, Aguin ; Montenegro, Aquin. I hold the orthography of the
moet suthorized documents of that place.”
(278}
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never discouraged, never ruled by the advices of pusillanimity, to struggle till
death. Nome are smbitious for power; none decire titles, none wish gold or
riches ; the foaling which impels them {s more noble, more generous ; it {s the
love of country; to break the chains which oppress her. Diar volt ! they cried
with ardor, as did the first crusaders which went with Godfrey of Bouillon to
thzﬂoiylmd God wishes it, and in opite of Bpunwoohl.llbefmel

And God wished it, and we are free.

Our fathers and brotbers bought victory and our liborty at the cost of thair
lives,

Balivar set his coures to Margarita. The reason causing this direction was
ss follows:

. When Morillo arrived with his axpedition at that island (1815), Arismendi,
who was govarning it, surrenderod, as we have seen, and Morillo placsd as
governer Lieutenant-Colonsl Don Antopio Herrais, Immedistely aftarwards
this liberal and honest chief was subetituted for another, Don Joaquin Urreiz-
ticta, severe and blood-thirety, who served but too weil the interest of tyranny,
and ignoring it, better for thows of liberty. Urreistieta, from the moment he
entered in command of the ialand, commenced the persecution of the already
prosirated and unhappy inhabitants, Amongst other criminal projects con-
ceived in batred of our independence and for the better service of the king, he
adopted that of sssassinating the leader of the island and bis principal cop-
panions at s banques. He sald that he wishsd to celebrate the imprisonment
of Napoleon, the first enemy of Spain, and trescheronsly invited Arismendi
and many of his comrsdes to keep him company st his table, Berrotersn, a
Carmaquenian patriot, and emigrated to Margarita, clerk to the Commandant
Cobian, who governed in the north, discovered the artifice, and immediately
revealed it to Arismendl. This one refused the invitstion, and hid himself at
“ Mira," in the parish of Parsguachi, and from thence begun the difficult under-
taking of driving the Bpaniards from the island. In November (1815), Arls-
mendi gave the signal of insurrection ; he proclaimed anew the independent
government, and held the towns of Juin Griego and Villa del Norte, although
deprived of arms, and only sasisted with his followers by lsnces, hoes, knives.
and clubs. Active and indefatigable, Arismendi was s man of" rare intrepidity
and signal strength, patriotic, and able to carry into effoct wonderful prowessea.
for liberty. His daring raised the anger of the Lieutcoant-Oolonel Don: Joa-
quin Maria Urreiztista, governor of the islund, who, set on by Moxo, thonght.
to devastate it.* Buot the surprises and hostilities of Ariemendi gave him rp.

# One of the orders given by Urrelstieta to Captain Don Juan Garrige, the 17th,
of Movember, 1815, is thus: “ You shall giva qaarters to none, and yoa ahall per-
mit the troope, after thelr arrival, to pillage (Villa dal Norte). Yoo will fire the.
town of San Juan, and you wiil only retreat when all is SILENT! The town of
Norte shall be set fire to on your return from Ben Juan.”

And DdeMorumeUnetmu(who.uwemdmnMnudmmh) .
“ 1 order you to put sside all hamane considerstion. All the losurgents, or thoes
who follow them with anmns or without them, thoss who have assiated or who aseist
the same, and all thoee who have taken part In the orisls in whichk the ialand ia
now placed, shall be irremissibly shot withont any previcus process or snmmary
but by the verbal oouncil of throe officers. I again recommend yeu much activivy,
apd that being inexorable, you can give me a report of the entire pacification of
this nest of villains, who hava abused so much of our goodness and forbearanos! . .
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peace. That island, so lLittle thought of by the Bpaniards, thoss desert places
in which the expeditionary chieftains found nothing inviting, were notwith- -
standing the theatre of great acts, and the tomb where the pride of Morillo
was humilisted. Confiscations, the outrages of the expeditionary troops, the
treachery of Urreistieta, the hatred and maltreatment of the royslists, insur-
rected the Margaritans, sud Arismendi inspired them with the heroic deter-
minstion of destroying their enemies in dying for libarty, Thus the hatred of
the Bpaniards waa concentrated on this leader, whom they looked upon as the
promoter and goul of the Margaritan insurrection; and they endeavored to
destroy him by as many modes a2 wers suggested by their dewperstion, Briga-
dier Pardo wishing to murder the Benora Luisa de Caceres, wife of Arismeadi,
that she might pay for, being innooent, the supposed crime of her daring hus-
band.*

Whml(omwuinfomedoftheimolenmofthembel(tbmhutylod&rl&
mendi in his communications), he scat troops to the help of Urrviztieta, and
the most stringent orders to destroy sll that which showed signs of independ-
encs; but the troope cams out badly trested in the first encounter they had.
‘The famons achievements of Arismendi comrespond to this epoch, snd without
doubt they oblige history to concede to this brave chieftain, not only sctivity
snd perseverance, but also the gift of orgunizution and military skill. The
loving husband of a beautiful lady, equally full of virtues and heroism; his
imprisonment, his croel sufferings, and the frightfol thresta, were insafficient
to break down his patriotlam. Arismendi remewud the admirable example of
Tarifa; but that of oor island, justly called New Sparta, bad the additional
heroism of the young Carraquenian lady whose abnegation and sufferings for the
oountry form one of the most intaresting episodes of the history of Colombia,
and, perhaps, of America,

The stobborn resistance of Arismegdi filled the Spanisrds with wonder and
the patriots with admiration; and although he waa unable to take sheolute
posecosion of the igland, his insurrection gave s base to the operations of the
war, and consequently was an ﬂentof'mt-impoﬂmce, which the Liberator
ekilifully took advantage of

This s the relwon why the expedition directad its course to Margarita.

The fleet proceeded slowly, navigating firet against contrary winds then suf-
fering long calma, In the vicinity of the Danish island of Banta Crus they
captured a Bpanich vessel, and not until the fiest of May were they able to
touch at Teatigos, On the following day they met two Spanish war vossels,

* On the 20th Janoary, 1816, Pardo communleated to Mozo that “ the wifs of
Atimmendi had bronght forth, in the prieon where she was confined, s new mon-
ater . . . and thai it wonld be conventent to decapitate it.” Basely insulied, and
deprived of all comfort in a narrow cell, the wife of Arimmendl saw her anhappy
new.borg dis,—that which Pardo had eulled “ monster,” Buti afterwards she was
sont to Oxdls under arrest as & criminal, The Brigadier Pardo tnquired in the
same communication, * if he should take tho lives of al} the women and men of
the laland of Margarita who were patriots, and who served thelr insurgent hus
bands, brethers and fathers.” . . . The mvage soul of Moxo recofled with fear
from the horrible proposal of Pardo. This ons, notwithstanding, did all in his
power to put It into prectice. . . . Great misfortune, that of those times in which
oven the weak sex nor innccesnt childhood did not escape the dagger.
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'which, with others, blockaded the ports of Margarita ; they wers the brig Jnére-
pids and the schooner Rita. These were attackod and taken by boarding, after s
vigorous resistanos; the remaining vessels, the Morillo and Ferrolefia, fled to
Cumang without daring to awailt the fleet of Bollvar.

In the midst of the incemsant struggios of Arismendi, whose hostilitics kept
the Spaniurds in continual fear, aad consequently loss, and when these were
maiifesting most hatred in their tragedies, we ses tho Liberstor appearing with
his Aeot in the port of Juan Griego (3d of May). The enemy, surprised, evac-
uated Asuncion sod the port of Banta Rosa, which fell into the hands of Aris-
mendi, and this one was then able to afford the necossary assistance to land the
elements of war and the force brought by the expedition.

On the 7th Bolivar, convoked in the church of Villa del Norts a grest sssem-
bly, composed of all the members of the expedition, and of as many who counld
form a potion of public affairs. There were present many emigrants from the
continent, and all were calisd expressly to deliberate. The Liberator wished
(snd thua ho expreased it in his speech) that on the opening of the third period
of the republic, there should be organized » central government, capable of car.
rying out the great ends of the independence.

“1t is necessary,” he added, “ to confide the supreme command to the person
who enjoye the most confidesve in this amscmbly, Far from pretending thet
the elocticn should resalt in my favor, I fear it not only for the gravity of the
charga, but also because it can excite rivalries, which would be fatal to the cause
of the liberty of the country. Imerve us willingly in command aa in obedience”

Tho discussion was Lrief, because all placed their eyes on Bolivar, who was
unanimously proclaimed Suprems Chigf of the Republic. Marifio obtaining that
of second chief,

On the following day the Liberstor issned s proclamation, announcing the
third periud of the republia. He related how the expedition had been formed,
and what was the purpose of the forelguens enlisted in it. He authorized the
penple to elect their deputies to the Congress, whu were to enjoy the sams sov-
ereign focuitios ss in the first spoch of the republic; and he proclaimed to the
Bpaniards Hving in Yeuezuela, the cemalion of the war to death {f they would
cease to carry it on, ofaring to the Venezuelans complets safety, “ because you are
always innocent in the eye of your brethren,” he eaid in ending.

Ths answer given by Don Balvador Moxd, Captaln-General of Venezuels,
when he beheld the proclamation of the Liberstor, was to issue an edict (25th
of May) offering ten thousand dollars for ths head of ths rebel Simon Bolivar,
payable at the treasuryl A moet worthy manper indeed, to momlise people
and to iofase them with the spirit of civilization and Christian law| Noble
and valiant mode of carrying on war!l The conduct of great chiefs, who at-
tained the name of being spirited in ardusus and perilous undertakings, was
difforent; bot Mox41* .....

# The decros of Moxo is textually as follows:

* Bo that an end tay b put to the machinstions with which on all sides they
endeavor to disturb the peace of the provinces of Venesucla, the rebels Simon
Bolivar, José Francisco Bermudes, Hantisgo Mwarifio, Manuel Piar and Antenio
Brion, sfier having drained all the resources offered by pity and merey to bring to
the true knowledge of thelr errors, all the persons who follow the hateful maxims
of rebelllon wlth_whk.h these mavages are imbusd, who abandoned to despalr,
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The feet blockaded Pampatar; but Bolivar knowing that be would lose pre-
cions time in this operation, and thet Margarita was not a country of resotrces,
a3 it should only serve as o base of the oparations against the continent, he re-
solved to proceed to Carfipann, leaving the immortal defenders of the island
provided witb suffcient arms and ammunition.

The expedition arrived at Carfpanc on the castern coast of Cumana, the lst
of June, and the garrison, after an obetinate reaistance, retreated to Cassnsi and
other immediate pointa, The artillery, and two vessels armed-in-war, that were
in the port, the brig % Bello Indio™ and s schooner, with other effocts, fell into
the power of the patrinta.

Bolivar issued a proclamation calling the alaves to the service, offering them
their liberty, with indemnization to thefr masters. He sent Marifio with the
schonner “ Diana,” four gunboats, and arms, with the object of occupying the
coast of Qoiria, where he was well known, whilst Piar marched against Maturin,
having to enter it by Cano Colorado; he remained at Cardpano, working inde-
fatigably to place under arms as many as were able o carry them. He estab-
lished a military academy for the instruction of officers in the theory and prac-
tice of war, ond named as teacher the Lieutenant-Colonel Bchmidt, an able
. officer, who had served in Spain against the French in the wara of Napoloon.

During these same days (28th of Jure) he convoked at Cardpano a popular
sasembly, presided over by the lawyer Diego Bactista Urbaneja. This assembly
acknowledged Bolivar es supreme chief, and eolicited that the government
ghould be one and central. Three days before he bad also been acknowledged
by Monfigns, R6jas, Oedeflo, and other guorrilla chiefs who were opemting in
the interior,

Marifio and Piar gucceeded in their expeditions, and although the first ment
the Liberstor some reinforcements, impartiality forces me to say that both for-
got their duties, Piar fomenting the declared pretensions of Marino, and this
one dissimulating his purposes by the excuse of the excesses and insubordina-
tion of that one,

Meanwhile Don Tomas Cires, dvil and military Governor of Cumané, who
had received timely notice of the landing and measnres of the patriots, set out
with troops from Barbastro to destroy them. He fell on the vanguard, com-
manded by the Lieutenant-Colonel Francisco de Pauls Alcantars, and took it
by surprize so completely, the chief retreated almost alone towarda Carfipanc.
At the same time, the royalist commandant Don Rafael Lopez defeated at
Punche tke forces which had been reunited by Zarazu, R4jas and Mondgss to
help Bolivar., By this the Liberator saw himself in a tery critical situation, and
concetved the plan of ahandoning the shores of the East and golng to the West,
penetrating rapidly to the valleys of Aragun, arming the patriots and orgenizing
an army which should give freedom to Venezuela,

In effoct, on the 28th and 80th of June the reshipment was made, and on the

attempt by all means to eollect people to sustain their wickedness, I have thought
it conventent to decree that, any person who takews, dead or alive, the bodire of
thosa traitors, and others of thelr claes, such ma Juan Bautista Arismendi, in
Margerita, shall be rewarded with the sam of $10,000 for each head, which quan-
1ity shall be paid by the tresgury. And that It may be known by all, it be priated
and circulated.

% Caracas, 25th May, 1816, Barvapor Moxo”
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1et the expedition set sall and set its conrss to the West, paming to the north
of Margurita.

Bome remained st Carupano, the grester part foreigners; amongst them a
Frenchmsan named Brisel, and the intolerable Ducoudray-Holstein, who had
made himself an enemy of Boubletie, of Podro Leon Torres, of the Licutenant-
Oolonel Anrodtegui, of the Major Fmando Galindo; who had great part in
the intrigues of Bermudez, and who at last found the means of forcing the Lib-
erator to dismiss him from the service lor disloyalty.*

In contrast, MacGregor, the noble Celt, born in the mountains of Beotland, a
Highlander, but & citizan of the world, s soldier in all the canses which trested
of Iiberty, brave, educated, as fond of adventure as the kmights of old, faithfal
and constant, sccompanied Bolivar; he loved and encoursged Lim in the Qiffi-
cult pedition in which he saw him,

The expedition touched at Borbursta on the 5th of July, in the neighbarhood
of Puerto Cabello; a few jumped ashore on the lsland of Mono and planted &
flag ; but in & few hours they returned on board the vessels, snd directed them-
selves to Ocumare, in which port they anchored in the evening,

The expedition was composed of fifteen vesscls, and almost dghthundmd
men, distribated in nine bodies, commanded by :

“ The Artillery,” Bartolomé Salom ; “Battalion of Infantry of Honor,” Anzo-
ftegui; *Chass¢ures of Venezuela,” Justo Bricefio; “ Girardot,” Francisco
Velez; “ Conqueror of Arsure,” Leon Torres; ‘ Cumans,” Miguel Borras;
“ Qniris," José Antonio Raposo; “ Cavalry,” Teodoro Figueredo ; the squadron,

‘ Proud Dragoons,” Francisco Alcintars,

Om the same day, the 6th, the Liberator lssued » proclamation, declaring that,
on his part, the war to daath had ceased, and that he wonld pardon those who
would swrrender, although they should do Spaniards,

Thaus did Bolivar prepare himaelf for gencrosity before victory.

He also gave an amnesty to the Americans who followed the royal standard,
and fulfllling bis promiss to Petion, he declared the elaves to be free. This
unhappy portion of our brethren,” be said, ¥ who have groansd under the mis-
ery of slavery, is now fres. Nature, justice and policy call for the emancipation
of the slaves; from this on, there will only be oge class of men iz Veoezuala—all
ehall be citizens.”

After this, Bolivar ordered tha Major Carion Boublette, with nearly all the
forces, to march ; that passing the range of mountains, they should penetrate to
Ban Joaquin de Mariars, and take possession of the gap of Cabrers, the most
important and strategic point for his campaign; he placed the Lientenant-
Colonel Prancisco Pifiango st Choronl to recrult men ; and he in person directed
the coopacription at hesdquarters, He ordered the landing of the park, the
printing-press, and various other effects, and as Brion had resclved on cruising,
the Liberator took advantage of this circumstance to confide him a diplomati-
eal misdon to the government of Washington, and instructions to place himself
in intercourse with the Mexican patriota.

¥ When the Liberator held the proofs of the treachery of Ducondray he expelled
and even sevorely reprimanded him. He himself says in his book, * J*étaia venu,
oe soir-li rendre visite 4 I'Almiral Brion. Le Général Bolivar entrs quelqus tamps
apréa mol.  Aussidot gae jo le vis, je me leval por aller Jul donner s main, & l'ordl.
nalire ; masls Bolivar dit, en oclére, qu'il pe veulsit pas donneres maindun . .
homme qul meritalt d’étre fusills, & I'instant méme. (Vol. 1., Chap. xx,, p. 888)
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On the same duy that Bolivar was landing at Ocumnare, Brigadier-General Don
Francisco Tomas Mornles arrived at Valencia, sent with troops from Ocafia
by Morillo. This accident disconcerted the plan of tho Liberator; becaase
Morales joined his forces to those of Brigadier Pascual Real and Colonel Quero,
who marched from Caracas and formed a body much saperior to that of the
independents, Houblette, who behaved with activity, skill and valor, perform-
ing the ordera of Bolivar, feared with reason to be cut off, and although victo-
rious in a small encounter, he abandoned the points he occupied, and retreated
to the foot of the hill culled de Ocumare, Bolivar was informed of the unhappy
news of the retrograde movement of Boublette, and flew immediately to join
bim with 160 recruits which he had been able to unita. On the night of the
18th, the Liberator was already joined to the division which Boublette com-
manded, and hs gave the necessary orders for the combat which was to take
place the following day. Raw troops fought there against inured veterans, and
although the patriots were favored by the position, after three hoars of fire,
victory decided for the royalists. We lost 200 men, with killed and wonnded,
and 1,000 muskets, s great number of lances, cavalry and military articles. The
reat of the army retreated in disorder towards Ocumare, Bolivar was to follow
the retreat of the troops, and dispatched MacGregor to Choroni with the small
foroes remaining in the port.

At about five in the evenfng, the Liberator left for Ocumare, His object was
to cause the reshipment of the park, the press, &c..* and to remove it by sea to
Choroni, He ordered Villaret, major-genersl of marines, to do so on the spot.
The night already advancod, the Liberator went to the arsenal, and found thet
Villaret had ordersd the reshipment to be suspended. He mads use of the
pretext that he did not rely on the captains, who could leave with the precions
effects which they were receiving on board. Bolivar himself gave force to this
consideration, and said to the commandant Balom, pointing to the cases of
arms, * This is the baee of our hopoe to continue the undertaking.”

Besides, the moment was critical. The enemy was spproaching. Villaret
had embarked on the* Indio Libre," where he commanded, and would not come
on land. On the amrival of day, who conld dare to say what was to happen?
The Liberator, agitated, walked up and down on the shore, amongst the objects
he wished to save and which he saw wero exposed on all sides to perish. Finally
he approached Balom, to give him his last orders, when he eaw arriving at full
gallop his ald-decamp, Iuidro Alzuru, whom he had left in the town, so that
through his means Soublatte could communicate to him what was transpiring.
Alzuru, whether by surprise, by consternation, or by treason (as was afterwards
proved), gnve the Liberator the false nows that the Spanish soldiers were enter-

® The royalists have wished to put in ridicule the ideas of thq Liberatior, seeing
him carrying among the elements of war a printing-press. Stupidity! Do they
ignore that the press is the artillery of the mind? Do they not know that the
misaton of Bolivar was to enlighten the peopla? And what more proper ihan
a press? For the very aanme cause that the court of Madrid would not allow in
America the powerfal auxilfary of the free mind; for the sums canse that the
Inquisition copdemned it ; for the same should Bolivar bring it as he did. Tyuth
in the light of the sonl, and this truth requirce to be diffused in the world of
minds. The Liberator was a moan too intelligent not to appreciste the importance
of the press in his great work of redemptiont . ..
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ing Ocumare, and that the republicans had procesded precipitstely towards
Choroni. ‘This false news, opposed in all to that which Soublette sent to give,
cabsed the greatest alarm sand confusion in the port There were many who,
imprudent, fearing greater misfortunes, plunged into the water and swam off
to the vessels, Salom and the otber officers meanwhile pressed Bolivar to em-
bark ; they urged him with a thousand ressons. , . . His situstion kept the
officers in groat fear. The Liburutor embarked in the “ Indin Libre” with
some articles and baggage. Villmtlpmnghhmchormdmdl,nckhg
greater safety on the open sea

When Boubletts knew the confusion at Ocumare, caused by the news of
Alzaru he sent the commandant Borras to contradict it ; but it was too late, as
Villaret, although in the waters of Ocumare, was already out of reach of the
human voice.

At the break of the following day Bolivar wished to set his course towards
Choroni, to place himself in communication with MacGregor and Soabletts ; it
was thus effectad by the brig, but the schootiers ons Ly one were being left behind,
and at the seiting of the sun the captains raised, sstting their course to Bo-
naire. It was necemsary to follow them, in order to take measares of safety, and
to better arrange the voysge. (July 16.)

In the moming, after the vessels had entered the port, ths captains protested
that they would retain the anns and ammunitios which they had on board, to
pay themeelves the sums which the Liberstor owed them for thelr services and
asaistance to the expedition. He threw up to their faces their villaincos con-
duet ; he told them that they had no right to psy themselves out of their own
kands, and that the accounts not being liquidated, they could not retain sven
the arms, destined besides to the reconqueat of Amerioan liberty. The Libe-
rator soon found out that these mariners were loas tractable than Bilanchi, snd
all that he shonld do to bring them to obedience and to the service of the
country was in vain, In such & difficulty he was nlso alone, as Villaret did not
assist him, when fortanately Brion presentod himself with his fleet, which was
coming from Cursono. The adehiral informed himself of what was going on,
and having callod the sublevated captains, be forced them to retum the arms
and ammonition, which thay pretended to

Torrente writes that “ Brion heaped onm Bolivar insults and reproaches ;
that he slapped him publicly, and would even have thrown him in the aca, If
his friends had not restrained his arm and calmed his anger, oxofted on behold-
ing the eeormous axpenses he had mads to such little profit.” This ia a pure
jnvention of the unhappy Tomrents, Writing under the dictation of the Gs~
zetteer, Diaz, he saw ingults and public slapping of the face, where there was
only respect, sincere Mendship and protection. Brion loved the Liberstor;
he was enthusiastic for our cause, and to his powerful intervention was it owing
that thess pirates retumed the arme which they had slready appropriated to
themselves, thinking of nothing else than their sordid profits.

Bolivar departed without delay to Choroni (19th July), The fleet of Brion
saluted him on leaving, and this one accompanied him in pemon one league out
of the port. .

Buch were the slapse that Brion gave the Libsrator.

As Bolivar frand Choroni in the power of the myalists, he touched at Chuso
o procurs news, He was there informed that the patriot column had pene-

trated into Aragua. MacGregor (Bolivar thonght) will go to join the guerrillas
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of the independenta, who overrun the provinces of the East, This was the
project which he himself had spoken of to MacGregor; butsuch a daring
undertaking required fortune, constancy, intrepidity. MacGregor had all this;
his heroic companions had it, who, opposing the elements of dissolution, and
impeding the increase of progressive losses, saved the relics of Ocumare, and
performed their retreat by an eccentric movement, famous in the annals of ths
history of our war,

The Liberator then returned to Bonaire. He met Bermudez there. One and
the other resolved to proceed to Guiria, with the hope of joining Marito, and
continue combating for liberty.

Restrepo affirms that Colonel Bermudez joined the Liberator at Bonalre, and
that they left in company for the port of Guiria. There is an error. What
happened was this: Bermoadez had solicited at the Cayoa to belong to the
expedition, and Villaret refused, saying that the chief did not allow him.
Bermudez and his officers, Rubio, Villegas and Manuel Isalva, remained on
land. .

But Bermudez, who had no other desire than that of co-opersting with his
efforta for the independence of his country ; who loved glory, and who saw his
bruthren and companions leave, presented himself to Petion, begging his favors.
Ho told him that he could not remain in inaction and condemned to oblivion
for private resentments ; he spoke to him with so much passion for the liberty
of Costafirma that the President of Hayti gave his word to assist him in all
On this, Bermudes chartered an Amnerican vessel, and departed from the Cayos
the oth June, 1818,

Notwithstanding the enmity of Bolivar and the inflexibility of his character,
Bermudez followed him, going to Margarita, where he arrived at 11 o'clock of
the night of the 36th June, On the following day, after sunrise, and when he
was about to land, he received a commaunication from Arismendi, sent by his
ald-decamp José Vicente Tolesan, prohibiting his landing, by order of the
Liberator. Bermudez then conceived the ides of passing to Carupang, where
Bolivar was, to beg him to allow him to land, On the way, thie corsair © Feliz."
commanded by Lomine, gave him the news of the evacustion of Carupsno,
snd that the expedition had proceeded to Ocumare. Colonel Bermudez then
determined to go on board of the * Feliz" with Isalva and Rubin, to follow the
tracks of the Iiberator at Ocumare. He arrived st this port, and instantly sent
Boliver & communication, swearing to be his friend and begging him to allow
him to land to take part in the campsign, with the protest that he would not
in fature oppose any of his orders, Bolivar refased. The corsair * Feliz " set
out on a cruise, having on board Bermudez and his officers, and after a few
days, baving touched at Bonaire, he there met Bolivar, who had alresdy coms
defeated from Ocumare. '

Bermudez and Bolivar did not see each other, although Brion e¢ndeavored
to bring about a reconciliation.

The Liberator afterwards salled in the “ Indio Libre® in the direction of
Guiria, asnd Bermudez succoeded in embarking on the echooner of Antonio
Rosales, who waa also sailing for this place.

The voyage from Bonaire to Guiria lasted almost a month, where the Liber-
ator arrived the evening of the 16th of August. The veeesl which brought
Bermudez had arrived two hours before, and from the very moment that he
landed, he began eamestly to make Marifio disown Bolivar, Bermudes,
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offended, exsaperated, was not at that moment the most faithful counselor ; but
Marino, slways tempted by discbedience, was ecasily led astray. He received
the Liberator with aversion and imsolent indifferencs; he sought reasona and
pretexts to excuse his eoldness; and although be did nnt oppose Bolivar's
going to Maturin in eearch of Piar, to attack Guayana, he secretly plotted
against him,

On the 22d of August, it finally broke out. |

It is unnecessary to say that the rebels shoutad “ Down with Bolivar] and
hurrah for Marifio and Bermudes [ These unseasonably aspired to the com-
mand, and turned the people of Guairia against Boliver,

A troop of sessesins, subalterns of Marifio, conspired openly againat the life
of the Liberator, who detained them by his extrasordinary calmness and bravery,
pansing through their midst sword in bend. Bermudez, fired with anger, and
allowing himself to be carricd away by the most insolent audacity, drew his
sword against bis chief snd his Liberator, . . Abominable disorder of the mind |
He wos restrained by Colonel Isalva and the Iawyer Gaspar Marcano, who were
present, and thus parried the consemmstion of the moet frightful crime.
“ Never,” says an eye-witnes, did I ace the arm of Bermudez move with more
vigorous impulse.” . . . Ah| ho was not then moved by obedience, but by anger,
which is strenger, and redoubles the forces,

Thoee insolent crical . . . That American band which drew a aword against
Bolivar! . . . )

All was wonder and tumultuous confusion! The animosity of Bermudexz
bordered on frenxy ; the ambition of Marifio increasing more and more by the
acclamations in his favor of this unbridled revolt. Thoae people, paid aggres-
sors, who committed with impunity such a grest crime|

Unhoped-for opprobrium | . . . .

The energy and moral force of Bolivar made him superior in that supreme
moment to rule circumstances, snd give himself time to embark, leaving Marifio
and Bermudez, sutbors of the tumult, to enjoy the sweets of the command
which they po paesionately longed for. .

One year hnd passcd, when the Liberator, insnlted by the violence and in.-
trigues of Castillo, had laft Cartagena, preferring exile t» being the cause of
intestinal discord. Marifio showed bimself faithful in this difficulty, and
vigorously reprebended the conduct of the chicfa of Cartagena,

The Liberator went to the Cayca, His elevated mind, unused to idleneas,
undertook the expedition, which was to free Yenozuela, Baperior to all mis-
fortunes, he only thought of redeeming his couniry from hgr oppression; the

moet beautiful land on the earth. Marifio accompanied him and acknowledged
his autbority.

And at the first reverse of fortuno he abandons him! he disowns him1 and
harboring hatred against him to whom he had swern obedience, cansed to de-
generate into sedition the naturat and due civility. The ecenes of Guiria were
rader and more sanguinary than those of La Popa de Cartagena, and it could
be said that at the other extreme of the littoral of Colombia, ambition raised
its head, as if to manifest there where it has less excuse, its duty being nearer,

*it wae 80 much more violent, not refusing any enomity to the extraordinary
saverities of the execution

o one cun imagine the pain I have suffared in writing the anteceding lines,
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I have been an intimste friend of General Marifio, who held my houso as his own,
and who disfruited all my sympathies and attentions; but I am obliged to
write the truth of effairs, just as they have passed. When the pen of bistory in
taken, says Polybiua® it is requisite to know how to renounce all affections, to
tribute the most sublime praiscs to the enemies who merit it, and to make at
the same time the cengure of the friends whose faults may be worthy of repro-
val. Deprive & man of bis aight and st once all is lost to him. Deprive his-
tory of truth, and there remains only an insipid and useless recital. To accuse
our friends, to praise our enemies, ehould not give us anxiety nor mortifieation,
Let us separata ourselves frum persons; let us relate facts.

# PoL., Lib. ~Cap. 14
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