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TP the discovery of the New World,” the Congress of Caracas proclaimed in

in its Manifesto to the nations of the earth, “ was one of most important
events to mankind, the regenération of this same world, degradod from that
moment by despotism and elavery, will not be of leas importance. America,
arising from the dast and csting off her chains, and by going through the po-
litical degrees of pations, in her tam conquers the Old World, without invading,
enslaving or brutalising it. The revolution of most use to mankind will be that
of America, when constituted and governed by herself; it will reccive with open
ams those very nations of Europe trampled on by politics, fleeing from the
hotrors of wav, and haramsed by the fury of contending passions; who, thirst-
ing for pesce and tranquillity, will croes the ocean without the forocity and eo-
pidity of the beroes of the sizteenth century, as friends and not as tyrants, as
equals und not as mastery, not to destroy but to build up, not as wild beasts,
but as men who acandalizod by our former misfortunes and taught by their own,
will not change their resson into evil instinet, nor will they desire that our
history be that of bloodshed and wickedness. Then navigation, geography,
astronomy, industry and commerce, having been improved by the discovery of
Americs for har evil, will be converted into o many more acurces of acoclamt-
ing, conaolidating and completing the happiness of both worlds.”

Fond hope ! golden dream of our forefatharsl . . . . . :

Spain, to whom the Independence of America caused more rage than the for
eign despotism which threstenod her herself, will omploy all her resources to
torment us; slie will carry on & war of desolation, and will renew the horrars
of the Conquest! . . . . . If the chiefs of Coro and Maracsibo raised troopy and
caused Venezuelan blood to flow when the Junta of Caracas, after 18th of April,
swore allegiance to Ferdinand VIL and promised to recognize the integrity and
political unity of the Spanish nation; when she recelved with open arms her
hﬂhmofnmpemdofmdthemnmfugemongu her misfortunes and ca-
lamitien. . ., . . . What will thoy do now when it is declared that the bonds of
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elavery have been caat off and that Venezuela calls herself free and mistress of
her oton actions? What will they do, when s volce coming forth from the midst
of their oppression cries out to them, that S8pain never had any right to posaess
any portion of America, that this did not belong to them, becanse usurpation
gives no right; and that Venezuela will dofend her Hberty at the cost of the
Hves, the fortunes, and the honor of all her cltizens ?

The declaration of the §th of July did, in effect, enrage the peninsulars moro
and more! * Our moderation will restrain them,” thonght some patriots; but
it was not thus, as their reconcentrated batred scon burst forth,

The news of the Declaration of Independence of Venezuela, proclaimed by
Congress, arrived at Valencia on the morning of the 8th, and on the 11th the
royalists gave the cry of rebellion, impelled by some notable priests, and solicit-
ing help from Ceballos and Miyares in Coro and Maracaibe, they took up arms
agninst Caracas. The government on the spot ordered out an expadition
against the insurgents of Valencia, who had siready occupied the lake and had
arrived at Mariara, confiding it to the command of the generals Toro, the mar-
quis and his brother D.*Fernanda, Between Cabrera and Cerritos, the firt
cannon waa fired at the Spaniards. But they contrived to defeat our troops;
and the national Executive Power was forced to send reinforcements to Maracay,
giving then the command of the military operations to Miranda.

At the interview which took place between the members of the Executive
FPower and Miranda, with the object of conferring upon him the command of
the troops which should march sgninat Valencia, this chief took sdvantage of
the secrecy of this conference to accept on certain conditfons, one of which was
that Simon Bolivar, Colonel of the battalion of Aragus, dostined to reinforce
the expedition, should, on some pretext, be separated from his command. This
condition appeared at once to be unjust and repulsive ; but the Executive wish-
ing to secure Miranda, from whowm they expected important serviees, consented
to what this one demanded. and Bolivar was charged with an insigniflosnt
mission, his battalion being sent out commanded by the next in rank. Bolivar
&t once presented himeelf in the hall; he complained bitterly of the injury dons
to him,  depriving him of serving Ais country in this first oocnsion of peril
What wiil they sy of me,” he sakod, © tohen ¢ dn seen that my dattalion goes to bat-
tle, and that its chisf remaine with this or that pretart? ThAat Iam a toward or
a traitory . . ... And he placed the Execntive either in the necessity of revok-
ing the order, or having him judged by Court Martial, The first extreme was
adopted, as there was no cause for more, and Dolivar co-operated in his rank in
the campaign and siege of Valencin, uotil the city having capitalated on the
18tk August, 1811, Miranda forwarded him to the Exccutive with the news, at
the gates of which he arrived at the break of day on the 18th. . , . . . Glorious
cssay, in which the future Liberator accredited his ardent zeal for the welfare
of the country, his respect for the Government, apd his unbonnded obedience
to the chief who commanded him 1+

® Miranda, as It is seen, repaid with jealousy and Ingratituds the favors showed to
Bolivar. *He had great fear that this one,” writes a friend of the Liberator, * should
“{ake away his glorles.” He waa accuatomed to call him s —— youth to be dread.
ed.” He would give him commissions which did not correspond to him, and always
procured.to have him at a distance {rom all the military cperations agsinat the ene-
my ; but Bollvar, of & superior mind, whose eoul never felt the stings of vengeance,
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The bloody siege of Valencia caused the loms of 600 men to the comatry,
whn became nnfit for combat—being nambered amongst the wounded, the dis-
tinguished General Femando Toro, whiee left feg was fractured by & mosket-
ball; and smongst the killad was the Captain Lorenzo Buroz.

Simultaneously with thess svents the banner of imsurrection was raised by
sixty individnals, natives of the Canary Ialands, who united and armed thom-
sclvea at Teque, nesr Carecas, arying out “Death to the traitors! Long live
% the King and the Inquisition|” This conspiracy was promptly subdued. Men
without expetiance or influence, and encouraged by the secret agunts of Mel-
endez and Cortabarria, could not spread far their reactionary idess. Don Juan
Diaz Flores, s native of the Canary lslands and Don José Maria Sanchez, s
Caraceniap, the ringleaders, paid with their lives the rash attempt.

Others were also destined to the same fate on the evening of the 14th July
jn the same year.

The Declarution of Independenco being made kmown through all the pro-
vinces, it was received with joy in all parts. As the uncertain snd irregular
state of affairs in Venezuels had disappeared, the Deputy, Don Francisco Javier
Ustariz, submitted to Congress the plan of a Constitution, which waa the cause
of interesting discussions. The legislators were inclined to give the prefer-
ence to the Fedeml system, haviag in view the brilliant example of the first
and most enterprising of the Republics of the world. However, the most
thoughtful men, and Mirgnda who had practical experience of matters of such
decp importance and results, defended the Central Republican system, because,
they said, the Federal system is the perfoction of a Republic, and cannot be
established amongst 8 people who have lived three hundred years deprived of
their rights, aod which, if at present, commencing to prosper, it is owing to
foreign circamstances. Bolivar supported this dictamen amongst his friends,
belicving that federation was inadequate, and impossible amongst ignorant’
people, without any experiencs of public existence, not accustomed to interfere
in 8tate affairs, and, consequently, without the requisite knowledge to com-
prehend the construction of a government expressly complicated. From the
2d of Beptember, on which day the project of a Constitution was resd, up to
the 215t December, on which it was signed, the Congress listened to eloquent
and logital orations, sparkling with principles of liberty, declsimed in lucid
and enthusisstic words; although, at last, on account of inexperience, the
Amembly allowed itself to be fascinated by certain brilliant theories not adapt.
able to the country.*

alwuys looked npon that aged republican Genoral with love and respect, and dis.
tinguished later on with cordiallty his sons. [ have registered this fact on purpose
so that may be seen how from the very first notable aitustion in the 1ife of Bolivar,
jealousy, odious rivalry, envy, that tyrant to merit and virtue, did all in their
power to trouble him. Mirands first openod the scene, which was sfterwards fol-
lowed throogh with equal eagerness by Labatut, Castillo, Beramdes, Ribas, Marifio,
Sentander, and Pass. The glory of Bollvar was & spectacie of rage and sormow
to the eyes of selfish emulation. And from these stores of perfidy and malignity
finally isvued the durts which wounded the mangnanimous heart of the Liberator
of America.

® » ] Publiclsta,” 8 newspaper of that epoch, registers some {mportant scts and
fragmenta of the worthy speeches of the fonnders of our Independence. As there
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The Federal Conatitution of Venerncla contains two hundred and twenty-
eight articles, distributed in nine chapters—the ono of most interest being that
relstive to the rights of man., The possession and enjoyment of property was
secured to them, personal Bberty (becsuse every man hee a right to presume
himself innocent until the contrary is proved) and the inviolability of the
domestic hearth, The process of forture was abolished, sod all euch scte
which would proleng suffering were declared criminal® Personal right, titles
of nobllity were abolished, and the wicked traffic of Aﬁ'ica.n elaves was con-
demned foreverl!.....

Moat certainly, more could not be desired from a Bpanish eolony, and at
that, the less favored of all the rest. . . . . . How many nations in the Old
‘World sprang into existence, displaying such sbundance of greatness and libe-
nality§ -

Congress also ordered that In all official documenta, beaides the common ers,
the Colombian ers shopld be added—a word formed from the name of Col-
umbus and selected in his honor, because it was right that the first territory
that should shake off the colonial yoke in South America should be named
Colombia.

Colombis! what & heavenly inspiration! what & magnanimouns inspiration !
How much gratitude is moant by this word, pronounced by the herces, who
first gave liberty to the New Worldl Europe, indifferent, had consented to
the plunder of the most merited glory; but Awmerica splendidly repaired thia
injustice, inscribing, from the first day of her emancipation, in the book of im-
mortality, the illustrious name of her discoverer! . . ., .}

The publicativn of the fundamental law exciled the joy of all the unitsd
provinces, and gave them hopes of reaping the desired fruits of s long and
pecure peace, Congress, in directing an elegant harangue to the peopls of
Venezuela, said, in reference to the Constitution: “ We confide and recommend
“ the inviolability of this law to the fidelity of the legialators, to the government,

was only one preea (thas which Miranda brought to Coro in 1808,) and stenography
was unknown among us, very few of the important discussions of the firet melf-
constituted Congress are preserved.

# In Venezuels the article which abollshed torture was not oppoeed, (infumous
crucible of truth))and the practices introduced to afilict and torture the accused, with
bad treatments. In Bpain, when the abolition of torture was proposed in the
Cortes (1811) there were stlll some who approved of its application, and the Deputy
Hermids, of hxrd heart, stood up to defend such & barbarons law, Ferdinand VIL
ordered to apply to Don Juan Antonio Yandlols tn 1817, ss an accomplice in the
conspimcy of Richard, the torture known under the name of a hesvy ball and
chain which caused the loss of his life. What retrogression !—what disgrace to
hamanity! And thos they wished to govern Amorical

{ Mirands was the first who in honor of Colunbus named Colombis the coun-
triee in America which shocld free thomselvea; sud Bolivar prophetically wrote:
“Rew Qranads will unite to Venezuela to form a central Repubile. . . ... This
“ patlon will be ealled Colombis, as & wribute of justice and gratitede to the discov.
“ arer of onr hemisphere.” (Lefier to a gentleman of Jamaica, written from Kingston
the 6th Sept. 1818) This letter, without contradiction, is the document which
best reveals the incomparable ability of Bolivar, his talent, his pepetration for
reading clearly in the future, so as not to deceive himaealf in the difficult apprecia-
tion of thingm,
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“to the magisteates and employees of the union and of the provinces, and to the
“ watchfulness and virtues of the hesds of familics, and to mothars, wives and
t citizene of the State.”

The Executive, on its part, ordered the printing of 12,000 copies of the Con-
stitution, to be everywhere abundaatly distributed ; and by the beginning of
the yoar 1812, ali the magistrates, which were instituted and deaigned in the
fandamental proclamation, ware installed into their respoctive places,

Valencis was designatod as the capital of the Btate, “by reason (It was sald)
“of being situatod in the ceutre of the United Provinces,” Congress then
resolved to adjourn, all the representatives being cited to reunite in Valencia
the 1st day of tho folowing March (181%) ; and, befors adjourning, Congress
wished to give an example of unprecedented geuercsity, pardpning those
imprisoned for the conspiracy of Valencis, condemned to dsath. This act
saved the life of the Provincial of the Order of San Francisco, Fr. Pedro
Heroandes, principal promoter of that event! , ., . .. of Don Jacinto Istueta,
of Don Clemcente Britapaja and others.”

Coygress orderad the axtinction of the Holy Inquisition,

Although the provinces of Venoxuela, with rogard to the Inquisition, de-
p:nded upon the tribunal of Cartagena, and this one had already been aboliched
since November in the former year, the deputies wished to sbolish the Inquis-
tion in principle, and by s specinl law., Haviag been established in Bpain in
the year 1481, doring tho reign of Fordinand and Iaabel, it spread ite devastat-
ing influence in America, sesking victims where there were only innocenta, Of
2! the Inquisitinon, 2As most bloody and most hateful was that of Spain. The
considerandum of our law containe strong sccusstions against the abuses of
that tribunal, which, in the rame of a murciful Ged ignored pity, and in the
anme of & God of clomsncy, was never disposed to pardon.t

Amidst all these events, the year 1811 ended in rejoicings snd hopos, enter-
Pprises and fortunes, .

The patriots being encoungved by thesc proofa of their justice, full of courage,
virtnes and constancy, hoped to silways maintain poace, and to consolidate the:
handsome institution, which the nation had given to hereelf, witbout sven sup—
posing, fur 2 moment, that to 0 much kindnees, to suck exemplary conduct,
catrages should follow ; mad cruelties, in which ignorance amply satiated her-
self, anheard of strocities, war of extermination! ... ..

At the same time that the Congress of Venesuels was giving such signak
proofs of moderstion, civilization and generosity, and when all that part of
America that had been Bpanish, from the northern limits of New Nexico.
down to the Cape of Los Hornos, was in motion to gain ita independenoce,,

* Theso pardoned criminals, writee Restrepo, were for the greater part the moss
persevering enemies of the patriots, belng some of them the suthors of the Impris-
cament and persecutlons which were suffured by thelr benefactors, surpessing them,
all, the fanatical ‘priest Horpandes. In Veneruels, ss in New Granada and Quite,,
waa felt in the courss of the revolntion that the Spaniards and royallat Amerieans,
benefited by the patriots were thelr most cruel enemies when the first mentioned
were in prosperity.

t It is known that the obstinate heretios, named impenitents, and those who re-
lapeed were burnt; the only favor dons to these Isst, in conslderation of humaa
weaknoss, consisted in hanging first before throwing them into the flames|

B
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England tendered to the Regency ker frank and sincere intervention to put an
end to all dissensions between Spain and her coloniea. ‘This intervention Vene-
zuela solicited from the very first days of her political metamorphosis ; hut the
Regency of Cadiz refased to accept, beoatiss they wers certain of being capadls of
subduing and chastiving the rebels/

The revolution having already made such progress, and ita reconguest appear-

. ing less probable, Bir Henry Wellesley, English Ambassador at Cadiz, insisted
upan the necessity of an understanding to put & stop to the continnation of o
civil war between the different portions of the Spanish monarchy, by, at least,
aflecting a tomporary errangement, The Cortes, sceming to admit the media-
tion of 3 power from whom she derived the resources which she needed to carry
on the war against Napoleon, put, as the firet condition, that the entire provinces
of America should “recognize and swear obedience to the Cortes and the Bpanish
“ Government ;! but it being understood that the term dissenting was only app-
licable to the provinces of Rio Plata and the new kingdom of Granada and
Cartagena, for aa to Venezuela she wass to be treated in a different manner.
The Cortes considered they were too lonient; it was thus expressed by thgm.*

‘Whenever any proposition about America was brought wp, the S8panish depu-
tiea would speak insultingly of the inhabitants of these poor Republics; and the
debate becoming so bitter, Don José Mejia, deputy for Banta Fé de Bogota,
and an American by birth, was, on eeveral occaaions, forced to beg them to dis
cuss the matter in secrecy; hurt, that in Bpain, who ¢alled herself the mother,
worda so full of bitterness and inwult should be heard agsinst her children,
‘Whatever reasons of equity and right were alleged by the Americans ; however
Just were their protesta; as the mgjority was interested in keeping the New
World under their power and, arbitrary tutorship, the matter was onded by
being transferred to the Committee of Ultramaring Affairs, where it always
remained ; and to revive the war, managing, with all their power, withont
regarding cost, and by any meaus, that America should retum to be the elave
of 8pain,

Notwithstanding, ss the British Government flattered itself of being able
finally to open negotiations of peace with success, commimioners were sent to
America, They were Mosars, Cockbuorn (the same who, being theo an Admiral,
carried Napoleon to the Island of 8t. Helmma), Sydenham and Morier, this
last being Chargé d'Afuires at Washington. The two first-naned Commissioners
and Mr. Hopner, Secretary to the Commission, an employes in the Burean of
Foreign Affuirs, arrived at Cadik, and in union with the Ambsssador, Sir H.
‘Welleaiey, they had several conferences with the Spanish Ministers. Accord-
ing to the orders and instructions of his Government, the English Ambsssador
directed to them s comprehensive note of all the articles which should ecrve as
a basis to the negotiation. Among the principal were those of cessation of
hostilities, blockades and all acts of mutual injory; a complets, just and
free representation of America in the Cortes; liberty of commerce ; admisaion

- to the posts of viceroys, governors, cte,, to the Americans indistinctively with

the Spaniarda. The Regency declared that these articles were inadmiesible 1t

* Decree of 18th Jane, 1811,

+ Those who desire to have a alight knowladge of the hatred and bad will which
reigned i the Cortes of Cadls against us, read the “ Manliesto” glven to light by
one of the deputies of that Estamento the Sefior Alvares Toledo. This animosity
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The document was sent to the Cortes; and after bitter disputes, and the great
vituperation of their dinconrses, it was resolved to answer simply “that they
“ had taken note of it.”

On this the Commimioners returned to thelr country, and Mr. Morier, who
had already proceeded as far as Jamaica, re-cmbarked for the United Btatee.

The only thought which reigned in Cadiz, waa that of subjugating America,
Over In 8pain the contest was bot. Every day there was a battle, cities taken
and loet, flerce engagements ; but in the midst of all thia disturbance and afftic-
tion, none thought for a moment to give up thelr pretended rights upon the
New World, and the whole Bpanish nation wonld have perished before ever
coneenting in giving justice to America for declaring her independence.

Truly, when Toreno writes that “ Orphan Spain, abandoned by her kings,
“sold ke cattle, and treated as rebels, it was vory proper of her dignity that
4 she should declare to the whole world, by means of her representatives, the
“ right which nasisted ber to conflitute and defend herself—a right of which che
% could not be despoiled by the abdications of her princes, although they would
“have been voluntary and free,” When he wrte this, we repeat, we cannot
conceive wbat resson the historian finds to deny to us, true orphans, neglected
and treated as rebels and insulted, the right of constituting and defendlng our-
selves, declaring it to the world by means of our representatives!| .

Justice should be unique, and, to be'such, it has to be blind, that ia to say, im-
partiall

With such warlike statistica the year 1818 opened! . . . . .

The loyalists (those who lived amongst us) persuaded that fortune wounld
favor them, sustained the insurrections on the banks of the Orinoco River, to
make frequent incursions and forays in the lands of Barcelona and Cumani,
In the West they were kept under arms, although making no demonstration,

filled with surprise and admiration all the foreigners and men of impassionate judg-
ment and sense. What had Amterica done to merit such injury? What motive
for such deep rancour? Twicse was caused to bo read, and always with signs of
peculiar sauisfaction, the writing of the Count Agreds, tn which the Americons
werte eallod “n race of monkeys, full of vices and ignorance, vnworlhy of represent-

“ atives or of being represented.” “I1 do not know,” eald the depnty Vallents,
flled with the same idess ss the Couni Agreda, *I do not yet Xnow to what clam
# of anitnals the Americans belong.” *If theee,” said another, " complain of having
“been tyrsnnized three hundred years, we will tyrannize them three thonsand
“ more.” And the Count Toreno transported with joy afier the battle of Albuom,
“1 rejoice still more at this victory,” he mid, “because pow we can destine these
* wietorious troops to enbdus the American lnsurgents.” . . . . . No clreumspection,
there was no respect as is seen in thoss parlinmentary discussions; and all was
permitted, even that which is not permitted in the eontroversy of two decent
perscns, when millions upon milllons of Americans were trestod of. Nor even the
consaideration of there belng in Spain many of them estimable, and even in the
Cortes themaslves, full of wisdom snd moderation, retained theeo oratore carried
sway to losult us with insclence. But we rise above these unmerited Injuries, and
retribate them, causing Spaln to suffer our glory., Quand je vois un hommo mettre
en donte, sl les individus né¢e dans les colonlcs sont Frangals, jo me demande sl 1a
téte m's tourné, Napoleon sald. Bnt much on the contrary the Spaniards asked
fn the Cortes whether we were human beings, or to what class of animals wa

belonged.
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expecting an opporiunity to take advantage of the military reinforcementa
which Miyares had promised from Maracaibo.

Meanwhile a company of marines arrived st Puerto Rico, led by Don Domingo
Montoverde, frigate captain, and he was one of those who formed part of the
military chieftaing, along with arme, menitions and money, which were brought
to Coro by the General Don Juan Manuel Cagigsal, to carry on the war against
the insurgent provinces. At the same time a conspirucy was being prepared in
favor of the Bpanjards, at the town of Biquisiqna, Don Andres Torrellas, curate
of this town, and inimical to the independence, in connivance with Don Leon
Cordero and the Indian Juan Reyes Vargan, sent a communication to the
Governor of Ooro, Don Jose Ooballos, asking help to rise up against the so-
called innrgent government of Caracas.

This conspirey in effect took plsce (15th March), the Indian Reyes appear-
ing as ringloader, on whom the republican government had unworthily confer-
rod the grade of Captain, Ferdinand VIL was roclaimed, and Vargas marched
towards Carora, taking posseesion of the parish of the Rio del Tocuye. When
Miyéres (who was accidentally at Coro) had notico of thé movementa, he deter-
mined to equip s emall force of 820 men to prooced and to protect them, and
at the prmposition of Ceballoa, Monteverde waa appointed to the command.
He left Coro the 10th March, in company with priest Torrellas, and arrived
without opposition at Siquisique on the 17th. There, some four hundred men
presentod themselves to be armed ; and aasisted by the advice and persussion
of the prieat Torrellas, and more than all by the loan of money which the priest
Podro Perex Guzman, curats of Coro, made him: percelving his forces consider-
ably sugmented by the troope of the treacherous Cacique, Monteverde marched
out, resolved to invade Carors. He had no orders to do this. The oocupation
of Biquisique was the only and final object of his expedition. The firat dlan-

_bedience, as Baralt truly aays, would have been his last fear, and the end of his
career, if blind fortnne would not have persisted in protecting him, changing
into snccesscs his most stupld blindness.

Monteverde was a native of Orotava in Tenfe, s person of no education,
Since the year 1788, be had dedicated himself to the navy, and assisted at the
defence of Ferrol when that place was bombarded by the Eoglish whilst on
their way to Egypt. He came to America with the mank of Captain of frigate,
and here whers his military and political conduct was consurable in a high de-
gree, he ascended to the rank of Field Marshal of the royal army, conferred
on him by that gross and debauched prince Ferdinand VIL, always ready to
protect perfidy and encoursge crime. As much as was misming to Monteverde,
Jjustice and prudence, was abundantly replaced by petulance and vanity. Fond
of commanding and bomhastic, he sought fame, without knowing that esteem
is better won when least solicited, because it depends on buman respect. The
loyal historians acknowledge that he trespassed on his order by his invasion of
Carora; but they justify kim by saying, *the wish of doing better service tn
the king, and by that noble ambition which is the first quality of a soldier.”
Easy way to justify e fault of insubordination, opening the way to all aspira.
tion, snd substitating for military obedienco and discipline, first and greatast
quality of that profession, the arbitrary and personal caprice of each chief'l

At Carora there was s force of six hundred patriots, superior in numbers to
that of Monteverde, commanded by the Commandant Don Manuel Felipe Gil,
and which in case of necessity could be supported by the main portion of thn
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0:00 ?‘:-‘:e , * of the Colonel Don Diego Jalon, stationed at
3“660 ast he patriots was easy and safs, fulling upan Bar-
::;r\t of Monteverde was certain, if he suffered any
bostile country. But as his good uck wished
1S soldiers missing his direction and encourage- -
1% hemselves when Monteverde arrived. Sorely
e lers atill contrived fo resist for an hour and a

(March 28.) Monteverde took eighty-nine
-—cts and munitiops. The roysl soldiers sacked
— sauy would & hostile city; they killed several patriots,
—we, abusing with impiety their victory.

#tune began to look favorably on the armms of the royslists, and coldly on
the Independents; and it was decresd that the insubordination of Monteverde
was the root of all our most cruei sufferings,

When the news of these successcs was received in Caracas, many causes of
fear and anxiety unexpectedly arrived ; events of another kind which left this
city and many towns of the mountains submerged in the moet cruel desolation.

On the 28th of Macch an earthquaks took place, which converted into ruins
ths most Gourishing towns of our Republic.

It was four o'clock in the evening, the sky was extremely transparent snd
Drilliant ; a profound calm which increased the force of an Intolerable heat,
A few drops of water fell, thers not being a alngle cloud visible which would
drop it; the cburches were crowded with people who were assisting at the
ceremonies of the Catholic religion. (It was Holy Thursday ) At seven min-
utes past four @ fesrful nolse, scenmpanied by a sudden trembling of the éarth,
aanounced to all a grest catastrophe. The movement of the trepidation was
violent. The churches, the buildings, could not resist, all crombled into pieces,
aad fell with awful din, burying in their ruins thepsands of inbabitants, *Isaw,”

relates an ocular spectator,  the greater part of the church of Ban Jacinto,
cramble to its foundations; and there, amidst the dust and desth, I beheld the
destruction of a city which was the delight of the natives and foreignem.”
What horror{ what confusion! all ruins! ., .. .. Lamentations which lacerated
the hearts! And the earth always trembling! and that tremendous noise,
which inspired fear, and froze the hearts of the bravest, still resounding in the
spsce, spreading itself like unto the echo of the voice of the Angel of the Apoca-
lypse, announcing the destructior of the earth! . .. ..

Caracas, Barquisimeto, La Guayrs, Merida, all were converted into heaps of
ruins] .. ... Ban Felipe disappeared{ In one moment, the convulaionn of
natore (estroyed the patient work of three centuries! .. ... And the inhabi-
tants, sstounded and wandering in the plazas and fields, imaplored the pity of
the Omnipotent |

“ To that inexplicable noise,” writes Diae, “followed the silence of death. The
groana of those who were dying in the Charch of Ban Jacinto. I surmounted
the ruins and entered its interior. . . . . . Cu the highest spot I met Don Bimon
Bolivar, who, in shirt-aleeves, waa stepping over them, occupled in the same
search. The utmost terror or desperation waa depleted in his countenance,
He recognized mo, and addressed the following impious and extravagant words:
+ If nature opposes herself, wa will wrestls with Rer, and forco hertoobey. . . . . .
Tue plazs was already crowded with people, who gave forth the moat peme-
trating cties,ete. . . . .. Bolivar, with that fhrethought with which he was
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egpeciully endowed, understood immediately the great fruit y P
would draw from this borrible catastrophe, presenting it . of
Heaven *“for the gin of indcpendence.” And on seeing Jose Az,
Xnown as a Goth, even without being spoken to by this one,, arords

which are not extravagant, but samples of ability, and superios  gheacity,
This same Disz who waa to write afterwards so many stupiditios,smd sustain-
ing, like a fanatic, that Camcas, guilty, received the chastisement, which was
executed by the arm of Divine justice, that * the earthquake was a punishment
from Heaven for their sacrilegious acts of rebellion agmingt their legitimate
monarch,”

This same Diaz did not reack with his mind so far ss to comprehend that he
could think afterwards the very same thing which Bolivar had slready foreseen.
And that phrase, * We will wrestle,” demonstrates what was the irrevocable
decision of that man, which nothing could repel, not even the chmgan nor the
tremendous phenomenon of nature.

As Bolivar had divined, by his admirsble giftief intelligence, it happened.
Fanaticism took advantages of this terrible event of the 28th March, to make
war against the system of liberty and independence, Hardly had this phenom-
enon pansed, when the Prior of the Dominicans, Fr. Felipe Lamota, and Father
Balvador Garcia de Ortigoza, mounted on a table in the midst of the frightened
and awe-stricken multitude, preached that the earthquake was a manifest pun-
sshment of Heaven; the infliciment of a (Jod srritated against the innovators
who had cast off the most virluous of monarche, Ferdinand VII,, the Lord's
anvinted, Avnd as there was great pains taken to demorslize opinion and
propagate error, the clergy, In genersl, addicted to Bpain, took sdvantage of
the smallest accidents to prove the manifest will of God against the independ-
ents, The Temple of the Trinity, which, supported on mnssive pillam ita
roof, was aiteated in the southem and most elevated part of its grand plaza,
On the opposite extrems the scaffold was placed, where months before the con-
spu'at.ors Diaz Flores, Sanchez, and others, had been execnted. The charch that
Was in proximity to the veteran barracks was a military chapel, and on one of
'the pillars of an alcove, named that of Los Remedior, destined to the use of
the troops, the shield of Spain was painted. This temple was czumbled to ite
foundations; and an enormous portion of one of ita pillars was thrown off
vinlently, and rolling down the plaza, struck ugainst the scaffold, and destroyed
13 SU Alone the pillar with the shield stood erect, and was distinguish-
able from the pointa of that crumbled rmuss of ruinsl ,

The reader may judge how forcible were the argumants which, based on
these strunge circumstances, were presented to the foar-stricken consciences of
the people! The earthqnake, besides, having taken place precisely the same
day on which two years provious the Bpanish authorities had beea deposed !

The government assembled in the plaza of the Cathedral at about fira ¢’clock
in the afternoon, to take the necessary measures in this unexampled desolation.
As soon as notice was given of the exceedingly seditious sermons preached
from the portico of Ban Felipe and in the Plaza San Jacinto, and the deep
sensation it had created, the two priests were ordered to be lmprisoned, and
the pillar to be thrown down ; but the evil had been done, and was now incu-
rable. The impression had been powerful ; and the feeling of independenc
had lost ite integrity. The royalist priests, posscased of the evangelical sea
demanded from the public sorrow respect to the superstitions and homage to
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despotisn, Subveruive discourses, based on mutilated texts from the Holy
Eble, and repeated in all parts, brought over the afflicted multitude, and euc-
caeded in totally changing public opinion.

It is ondoabted that, if the violent earthquake of the 28th of March had
at taken place, the republican arms would have punished severely the intent
of Mouteverde, and spared the calamitics in which the country was involved
by bis victory, )

The Bpanish chicftain having recognized his exposed situation, had endea-
vared to fortify Carors, although with small probability of being able lo resist an
ardinarily-prepared erpedition. Ceballos, understanding ths imminent peril
that Mooteverde was Tunning, he ordered bim to evacoate the place, * so a8 not
1o be cut off by the troops st Barquisimeto, reinforoed by a portion of tho
two thousand men quariered at Valencia” It wes not withln the range of
haxes provision, confesses the SBpaniard Torrente, that Monteverde could have
preservel himsell at such a distance from the headqusrters of Coro, bad it not
heem for the mentioned axtraordinary event of the earthquake.® But at Caracas,
siz hendred men bad died in their barracks ; the numerous garrison of La
Gaayrs was reduced to a few soldiers; six hundred militiamen, who were on
their way to San Felipe, to assist the troops campad thore, arrived just in time
for the catestrophe, and were sepultured with their brethren, A body of twelre
basdvod men who were passing a review at Barquisimeto, and two columns of
tiree hondred each who were on the march, disappeared in the abysses of
datruction! .. ... All provisions, military parks, resources, the hope of
memy campaigns, all was annihilated in s few moments, without daitles for
Lserty, without dgfeats for despotiem /

Aad how was it possible to speak any more of country to s poptistion dis-
pursed and hid amoogst ruins] Of sacrifices, to citizens who posscssed only
rwldsh! Of liberty and national dutics to a son, & father, & husband, who
were detained clasping the sepulchres by an intense sorrow |

Xootevenle, taking advantage of these circumstances, which were to con-
‘ritmte him trinmphs little hoped for, determined to undertake the campaign
without waiting for the reinforcements which he had saked from Coro.

Ha took possession of Barquisimeto, whose inhabitants, terrified, hod swom
aBagiance to the king, moved by the subversive sermons of a pricst who preached
% thae from upon these very ruine, At Yaritagus, after an identical exhorta-
tiua, Fardicapd of Boarbon was sworn to, as an expistion pleasing to the
Bapremse Being. El Tocuyo, and other neighboring villages, imitated the same
coatagiouns example, al) giving notice of it to Monteverde. . ., . .

Is this manner, a great axtention of territory was occupied by this Spanish
chief; he incressed bis troops with the artillery, small arms, and ammunition
vhith be disinterred from among the ruins of Barquisimeto; through the
mems of oue of his lieutenaats Trujillo was nccupied ; another surprised and
tagk the town of Aranre and he himself set out for Ban Carlos,

There Colunel Diego Jalon had thirteen hundred men, though little diseip-
Smed ; but this brave officer, bruised, with a leg almost crushed, could not lead
tem. Colonel Miguel Ustarle, second in command, took charge, and, with
astrections from Jalon, s set out to meet the victorious Monteverde, The

* This event {the earibquake) opened the country in a great manner to the eon-
toror of Cavorn.  (Diaz’ “ Bemembrunces of the Rebefllon of Caracas.”)
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combat took place, In which the royalists had no advantage; but Monteverdo
was confident, because the commandant of the cavalry of the Pao, Don Juan
Montalvo, a Spaniard in the service of the Republic, having passed over to
him, assured him that the cavalry {the principal amm upon which Ustariz relied)
would flee or pass over, as it eflect it did, the Captain, Cruces, arriving little
sfterwards with hia goldiers, to place himself nnder the orders of Monteverde.

Such villainous conduct completed our defeat; some few foithful soldiers,
Ustariz and the commandant, Miguel Carabatio, commanding the staff, arrived
at Valencia. :

Monteverde entered 8an Carlos, he sacked it, and continued his march
towards Valencia, where there were no forces to oppose him.

The 4th of April, at half-past three In the evening another frightful move-
ment of the earth was feit, which continued, without ceasing an instant, though
with less force, until eleven and thirty-five minutes of the night.. The history
of the catastrophies of the globe does not present a phenomenon of equal
duration ; it lasted eight mortal bouml..... A submersion was with
reason feared ; it seemed as if support was wanting to what was called terra
Sfirma!

This new earthquake cansed ruins amongst ruins and increased the misery
and affliction*

The General Government was amazed with such frightful phenomenon, by the
progress of the royal arms, and abovo all by the defection of our own soldiers;
they were lacking in material resources, and without moral force, as opinion
had been weakened, 1t was thought necessary to place the common fate in the
hands of one man. The matter was calmly thought over, and &al! agreed that
the present position required the investing of shsolute power in one personm,
capable of exercising it with courage, with activity and determination. The
executive delegated all its powers first on the Marqnis del Toro, and afterwards,
by excuse of this one, to General Francisco Mirandn, who, entitled General-
faximo, and bad the supreme authority over the forces of the Republic on land
and sen.  Miranda, on account of his services, of his talents, and the sobriety
of his behaviour, richly merited that important nomination, . .. ..  {

The General Government retired to La Victoria (26th April),

On the night of this day Miranda marched towards Ceracas, where he went
to seek for resources to carry on the war. Ob the way, he forwarded the officer,
José Amstria, for the purposé of informing Colonel Bolivar (who was then

® This is the place to record a gencrons act of which no historian hes spoken,
and which then and always will have among us the highest regurd. When the
great catastrophe of Carncas was known in the United States of North America,
Congreas, assembled at Washington, unsnimously decreed the sending of fiva ves-
sels Joaded with flour to the coast of Venesuela to be distributed smong the most
tndigent inbabitanta Buch s generous succor was recelved with the most lively
gratitude ; and this solemn act of » free people, eeid Humboldt, this proof of nme
tional intercst, of which the grown-up dvilization of Europe offers few examplea
appeared s precious bond of the mutual benevalence which should unite for evez
the people of the two Amaricas (Pers. narrat.)

1 In Venezuels, x8 in Rome, immineat peril and nniversal anxiety created ths
Dictatorship. “In hoc tantarum expectatione rerum, sollicltu civitate, Dictatorls
primun creand! mentio orta est.” (Tis I, L. v. 18.)
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on his farm of San Mateo) to prepare himself and to join him and be employed
in the service of his country.

It thus happened. . . . ..

Two hours afterwards, Mirands arrived at the houss, and communicated to
Bolivar, that he should immediately proceed to Puerto Cabello snd take the
command of that place. Puerto Cabello contained large duposits of military
stores; in its principsl fortress there was a prison in which were confined many
Spaniards. Bolivar accepted reluctantly, becauss, as he said to the Commander-
in-Chief, that inactive command was the least proper for hia character, dispossd
to be in motion and diligent, But, as Miranda insisted, Bolivar accompanied
him to Caracas, and procesded without delay to his destination (20th April).

Early in the morning of the 1st of May, the Commander-in-Chief marched
out of Caracas with the forces which ho had been able to collect. It was then
that were heard, for the first time, detonations and repeated cannonading, which
resembled & combat. Mirands, surprised, ordered the army to halt; and be
himseelf stopped on the heights of La Laju, fearing that the enemy were effoct.
ing o landing st La Quayra. Ignoring the causes of those noisea, which
resembled the discharges of artillery, he marched into La Guayra as sorn &s he
was informed that nothing had happened there. It was the eruption of the
volcano of San Vioeote. That mountain was yomiting forth the inflammable
matter contained in its bosom, and its nolse reached us! . . . . .

Monteverde occupied Valencia the 83 of May. He was aconmpanied from
Ban Carlos by the Presbytery, Don Jusn Antonio Rojas Queipo, & true discipls
of Torquernada ; Fray Pedro Herpandez, the conspirator of Valencis, pardoned
by Congresa; and three more priests, the Dre, Manuel Vicente Maya, Nepomu-
eeno Quintans, and the fathar, Don Pedro Gamboa, this latter a very vulgar
petson, all apostles of despotism, and whose sermons wero of more sexrvice to
Monteverde than his cannon,

Becing the importance of pressing the royalist General, and foroe him to
evacuate the important position of Valencia, he covered the point of Guayos
with & strong detachment under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Antonio -
Flores. The exit of our troops was not doubtful, on account of their deter
mined efforts; but a fatal atar presided over the destinies of the country. In
the midst of the firing of en sdvanced body, the treason of the Captain of
Grenadiers, Pedro Ponce, a Spaniard, who had passed over to the enemy with
bis company* . , . .. Infamous action! By this the triumph of Monteverde
‘was socured, which he would not have encoeeded in in any other manner. On
this fatal day, many were wounded and takon prisoners, belng mmong the firet
mentioned the Licutenant of Bappers, Francisco Avendatio,

The mind of Miranda was, by these svents, left in suspense and tortared ;
snd, from that time, he unfortunately began now to operate without any con-
cort. When circumstances required calmness and determination, and when,
more than ever, it was the cbligation to oppose, in all directions, the invasions
of the enemy, impeding him, at least, in his movements, Miranda retreatod with
his army to Cabrers, aud by this alloweduontuude to extend his invasions,
and to combine his plans on s larger scale Unfortunate mistakel Don
Eusebio Antonanras, second in command to Monteverds, did unot deiay in

® This Pedro Ponce waa Capialn of the company which formed the escort on
Holy Thuredsy, {10th April)in the cathedral, when Empiran was taken.
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occupying Calabozo and the town of Ban Juan de los Morros, important for
their militsry position, realizing in those places the unlucky reconquest.

The Generaliseimo established his head quarters at Maracay, and made
known to all that his eystem in the future should be merely on the defen-
sire, He excited the patriotism of the Venmezmelana by s beautiful sllocution
(21st May), and owaited in expectancy the succeasion of events which might
transpirel . ......... Perpicious, unhappy thought! Did not Miranda
understand the cost and peril of his inaction? That it was prefsrable to
augment his forces, snd quickly put,an eod to the war, mo that the enemy
should not push on mad cullect new energiesf To ths general who weakens
the minds of his soldiers with pusillanimous and silly resolutions; he who,
distrusting on sccount of any accident, loses faith in his final victory, snd now
svwults miracles to recuperate, it is evident that ruin overtakes him and defest
is not far off. General Mirands knew this too well, being, as he waa, a0 intelli-
gmtmthemmceofwu, but he forgot in that critical emergency, and not
only did ho err, but, in ths cbstinacy of his error, pretended to find thoss who
spproved his policy,

But it happened to the contxary, as the patnob now began to lose fiith and
counfidence in that chief. The discouraging inactivity of the Republican arms,
caused, it appeasa, by unknown plans; the frequent and intimate correspondence
of the Commander-in-Chief with the Governor of Curecao: the dispatching
of Molini, Private Becretary of Mirauds, on s secrot misgion to England ; the
freodom offared to the elaves, in violation of the sscred rights of property,
and tho pablication of martial law, caused the good name of the Dictator to fall
to the ground, which now only inspired discontent.

As Antonanzas advanced towsrds Curs, Miranda retreated to Ls Victoria,
burning before tho large and well-provided warehouses of the commissary de
partment of the army.

All this appeared as a defeat, when it was only an imprudent dlsposition ;
snd oh! inexplicable contrariety! as if they were in time of peace, on the
arrival at La Victoria, a genesul order was given to cleanss the arms—insensato
operstion, in which they were surprissd by Monteverde. However, our troops
joined in the combat in still fixing their moskets, and fought with such deter-
mination that they repulsed the royalisis and put them in a shameful flight,
All clamored for an sctive pursnit of the enemy, which, at least, would have
balanced their invasion; but deaf to this exigence of the army, the Commanden-
in-Chief ordered the different divisions back to their quarters, His plan of
campaign, he repeated, being dmply on the defensivs ; and such s declaration
only increased and rendered universal the discontent.

In this action wes distinguished highly the Colonel Juan Pable Ayals, in-
trepid patriot, loyal, constant, worthy of all honor, as loving for the independ-
ence, as he was invariable in his desire to serve his country. Juan Pablo waa
smonygst those officers who most urged the General-in-Chief to abundantly col-
lact the frults of this victory; but he could not succesd, becanse Mirands, affect~
ing a tendernees, which waa really only indolence, was obetinate, in not varying
from his system, and to be on the d¢fensive.® Thus, with forces mmounting to

# Witncesee who were prosent, and of knowledge in the art of war, affirm that
if Miranda, as begged of by him the officers of his army, had pursusd Monteverds,
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12,000 men, whom if he had mown how to put them to use, he would have been
able to solidly found the empire of liberty, while a handful of adventurers were
destroying the Republic, becauss of the mistaken calculation of the man in
whose hands she placed ber fate in the unhappinees of those times. Monte-
verde was no more than a daring and insubordinals adeecnturer, according to
the expression of Urquinsona (o whom fortuns was the only plank of salvation ; *
..... but it was not reserved to General Miranda to overthrow him |

At La Victoria, Mirsnda received s communication from Colonel Bolivar, in-
forming him of his just fesrs of being attacked; firstly, because tho enemy
were aware that Puerto Cabello could not be defended ; secondly, because the
vast deposits there contained would incite their cupidity., Mirsnda, did aot
dacide, howerver, snything. Anteriorily Bolivar had written to him proposing
an expedition of the most promising rosults, Iu substence it wae this: That s
well-equipped enlumn should be sent to Choroni, in which port they wowld
emberk in the brigs of war * Argoe” and “ Zeloso," sad brought to Puerto
Cabello, wonld execute s rapid movement tu the rear of the eaemy, placing him
between two flres; an operation easy, practicable and altogether military. It
would have been the evident destruction of Monteverde ; bui tho Generaliscimo
did not accept it, and things continned in their same state—the Republicans
at La Victoria, the S8paniards at 8an Mateo—their General beginning now to
recognize the imprudeuce of his undertaking, deprived as he could be, from
one momaot to the other, even of the reovurse of an honorable retreat. Buch
was now the state of affairs, thet even their own victories did not give security
to the Bpmu.rdl.f

“ Monteverde imagining, with too much oonﬂdeneu, says Torregts, * that all
t ghould give way to the mpidity of his mancmyres and to the strength of hia
“arm  endeavored to surprise the insurgents early one morning. The exit
« jostified ths truth of his plans ; they were taken, in effect, the soldiers of Mir-
“ snda being off their guard; but being favored by the position, encouraged
“ by their numbers, and confiding in the knowledge and intelligence of their
“ commandsr, thoy made & desperste defanse, repulsing the enemy with sufficient
¢ Jom, and leaving them in sach a weak state after their unlucky attampt, that
“ they could scarcely number 500 disciplined troops, the rest being recruits or
* inoxperta.” {

he could have destroyed him snd secured the canse of Independemce (Restrepo,
History of Colombis, vol 2.)

* A written relation of the crigin and progress of the disturbances of the prov.
inoes of Venezuala.

4 The Brigedier Coballos, s prodent mnd circumspect officer, rightly feared tha
rhaka by which eonld be surronnded the column which the discbedlent Monteverde
commandsd ; he communisated to him, Inslsting on him to risk ne new conquests,
made known to bim the danger he ran at such u distance from the headquarters at
Coro, and finally suppressing the personal resentments he entertained for that in.
subordinate subaltern, who did not mind his aathority, he set ont with seven hun-
dred men to save him from the eatastrophe into which he wonld have inevitably
been sepultured. . . ... Events unfortunately took a different turn. - Ceballos was
made ridienlous: Monteverde elevated, and the Republie disappeared to make
place for the empire of vengeance, of humiliations, which pmpuadfurhuthnu&
visars of the stupid Alsno.

$ Torrente. History of the Amezican Revolution. Val. L p. 308.
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In the midst of his natural ignorance, Monteverde feared that Mirunds wonld
cut off his retrest—an easy operation, and easily executed, much more so, as
he could dispoee of forcea at Puerto Cabello, and attacking him in frout, obtsin
his completo deatruction. Troubled by this care, he held a council of war, and
all the officers supported the plan of retiring to Valencia. The amount of
ammunition wae scarce, as they had only 4,000 cariridges, and they could not
provide themselves from Coro, and even lees from Puerto Rico and Maracatho,
the case being too urgent. The retreat was considered indispenssble, and
Monteverde was on the point of ordering it; but the Presbitero, Don Juan
Antonio Rojas Queipo, earnestly supplicated him “to dolay it for three days,
“go as Lo seo what would Rappen during that space of time, that would cAange
©for the detiar the present situation ;” aad to prevent the troops from forcing
him to execute the agreement of the Council, he took him along to Cagua, &
town close by.®

The advioce of Queipo was an advice of a priest. Monteverde, who was any-
thing else but a soldier, did not find eny answer for him, and began to await
from time, hopes which truly it could not give hirm. Alas! if Mirands had
only wished to operate] . ., ...

But the ruiln of the Rapnblic was destined, and the decrees of destiny are
inexorable!

In these critical circumatances, Moateverde, surrounded by pricets and sacris-
tans, waa staying at Cagua with more fear than tranquillity. The Castle of San
Felipo de Puerto Cabello, mised the Spanish flag (80th June) in consequence of
a cumspimey exocated by the prisoners and the garrison, who intimated to
Bolivar {o surrender the city, The Commandant, Pedro Aymerich, the residing
snd responsible commander of the fortress, had left the place s fow moments,
and, in his absence, the conapirators (that same Dr. Jacinto Yrtuets, pardoned
by Coogrees), Dons Frencisco Banchez, Inchauspi, Baquero and others, ap-
proached the nnworthy officer, Francinco Fernandes Vinonl, that dey com-
manding the garrison, he allowed himself to be carried away by the sedition,
and putting the prisoners at liberty, co-oparsted with his soldiers to the consum-
mation of & crime moet unfortunate and transcendental for the patrivte. As
the castle commands the bay and its batteries, it fomedt.hnuuah anchored
in the bay to surrender, and began to fight the city.

The defence wes imposeible. Bolivar, however, attempted it, and eustained
for three days the fire of the fortress, and strongly reiteratod the solicitude of
reinforcoment from the Gemeralissimo, On the 4th of July was known that,
instead of the reinforcement promised by Miranda, Monteverde was marching
on the city. The advanced detachmenta afterwards passed cver to the royal-
ists, and Bolivar sent the only men which he could reunite, to the namber of
two hundred, to keep them in check, The combat took place at the spot
ealled Ban Eateban, and the patriots were defeated. The fire from the fortrems,
in the meanwhile, spresd consternation on all sidea, and produced the incen-
diarism of the brig of war *Argos® Bollvar etill wislied to defend himself
with forty men who remained with him ; but, being abandoned the 6th of Jaly
by his soldiara, he determined to embark ut Borburats with eight officers who
accompanied bim, smongst them, Tomas Montilla, Francisco Ribas Galindo,
and Miguel Carabafio. * He owed hia salvation,” writes Restrepo, * to the brig

®* Urquinsons. Written Relation, p. 118
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‘Zelowo,’ commanded by the fajthfol Bpaniard, Martisrena, on board of which
he went to La Guayra.’ Almost the same words are used by Bamlt snd Diax,
this snd those copying from Montenegro. Ducoudray-Holstein, who fabricated
histery as was convenlent to him, says that Bolivar socretly abandnnod his post
and embarked, as if possessed by fear, at night, without the kmowlsdge of the
gurrison, in & schootter commanded by s Danish captain in the service of the
Venexuclan government, arriving early in the morning at La Guayms, from
whicA point Ae weat to Son Maleo, snding Montilla to appriss Miranda, There
is no reason for us to take any notice of the malige falsshoods of this calum-
nisting man, who knew not even the geography of the positions in which he
placed his victime, Bolivar could not go to 8an Mateo, occupied as it was by
the royalists; and on his way he would infallibly be obliged to pass by La
Victoris, where Mirands was posted ; and in that case, he would mot have to
dispatch Montills to inform him, of what had occurred. It is cloar then that
Colone! Ducondray did not kmow what ke waa writing, For the rest, those
who copied from Montenegro, who named Martisrena by mistake, or perhape
to ennoble the memory of him, who was his friend and college-mate, it in well
to say that the commander of the “Zeloso ¥ was the frigate Captain Don Pedro
Onstillo, who, on several occasions, lent his services to the Republe, and that
on leaving the waters of Borburuta, the crow of the veasel, which was all com-
posed of Bpaniards with the exception of two, attempted to revolt, and tarn
the bow of the vemscl to Puerto Cabello ; that Bolivar, having had timely notics,
woke up his officers, went on deck, accompanied by Ribas sud Montills, spoke
to the mariners, and offered them one hundred and sixty doubloons of gold,
which was all he had, if they would land him at La Guayra; that the silors
agreed, and at the end of four days thoy anchored in this port, and Boliver
gave the money he had promised. Tho loyalty of Martiarena remains in all its
integrity ; but it ought to be understood that, in the salvation of Colonel Boli-
var, he bad no opportunity to exercise it,

Mirands was informed of the unhappy oventa of the fortress the Sth of July,
in the evening, st the moment ha was leaving a banquet which he had given to .
his officera and others, distinguished citizens, to cclebrate the snniversary of
the declaration of independence. “ Vencruela is wounded to the heart,” he
exclaimed, in a deep voice, after reading the despatches and communications.
% You have allowed her to be wounded,” murmured, in » low voice, many of
the officers, who did not approve the manner of proceeding of the commander-
inchief, and who had slready sown division in the atmy. Meanwhile, the
soldiers openly deserted ; the dissatisfaction was becoming universal, and the
position was becoming every moment worse snd unsustainable A decided
determination from Miranda, which would bave sprung from a certain rapid
inspiration; & valorous act of bravery againet this multitude of inconveniences,
would have arranged it ull in favor of our cause; but Miranda, weakened by
theee defections, already wearied by age, and being inwardly pervuaded that
he was termed as & coward and even as a traitor, labored under a certain weari-
ness which did not leave his mind fres to govern; he becams more and more
irresolute, and because he committed one mistake, it scemod to him but con-
stancy to keep on. As if & mistaken judgment brought on obligatiom.

In this state. of anxiety, the tocsin was sounded at Carscan at twelve

o'clock on the night of the 18th of July. A new calamity was coming to
discharge itself upon this city grosning under misfortunes! The slaves of
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Curlenpe, Capays, and, in general, of the valleys of Barlovento, soduced and
raised by thres Spaniards, Don Isidoro Quintern, Don Manuel Elsaburu, and
Don Gaspar Gonzalez, this laet s captain, whom the republican congress had
allowed to preserve his greds, were marching upon Caracss, sfter having com-
mitted several murders at Guatire, executed with barbarous cruelty. The
decree of Mirandn, which called all the elaves to the military “service, was
one of the causes of this revolution, as the owners convinced that they would
lose them, wished with them tno do all possible injory to the patriots, Of
Lkow mnny evils is ot s revolution, not well-weighed, the cause of |

Tha following day, aftar daybreak, Don Antonio Fernandez de Yoon, Mar-
quis de Casa-Leon, Director-General of Customs, embarked for La Victota;
and availing himself of the difficuliies by which the commender was sar-
roundod, he energetically depicted to him the miserable extrume to which the
¢ity had bemm reduced ; the necossity of ending that war between brothers by
an honorsble treaty ; the uselessness of any resistance which should not be done
against the Bpanish axms; the new and tremendoun evil of the {nsurrection of
the slaves ; the commencement of war of colom, ete.

Onaa-Leon weas thought a patriot, and had even been aent under arrest to
Bpain, in’ May, 1809, for being among thnse who asked the Governor and Cap-
tain-General the eatablishment of s % Junta Suprema de Camcas ., ...
Mirands lstened to him without mistrust. Cognizant of the situation of
affairs, and foreseeing the observations that Mirands ¢ould make in respect to
his person, offered the general means to live in s foreign country, s tAat, he
said, in Afs old age e would not find Rimeelf indigent. As If commodities and
Joy could be found in exlle, and s if the emoke of home was not preferable
to the stranger's five.

Patrise fumus, igne alieno, Incnleniior. Mirands reflected on what the Mear-
quis bad maid tohim. He remained thoughtful. The proposition contained
in itgelf such intrinsic importance and gravity, that it was impomsible to deter-
mine immedistely. Cass-Leon preesed him snew with more cficacious argu-
ments; he said he would spesk with Monteverds, and would arrabge sl mat-
ters; that the moments were precious, and that nothing was more advanta-
geoos in that hopeless conflict then to agreeto. . . ... After some time of
inward combat, of mortai wrestling, Mirandas thought the idea ingenuous, and
adhered toit. “I am willing,” he esid to his interlocutor, showing plainly
what his sonl snffered in approving that irreparable misfortuns, . . ., . .

After one year's liberty, and when resources were in abundance to defend the
country and destroy its enemies; when one energetic blow would re-establish
the fortune and decorum of the republican arms; Mirsuds descended to pro-
pose & negocintion for peace with an insnlent adventurer, and surrendering his
banners, submitting anew the country to the slavery of the Peninsalar govern-
ment] . .. .. Oh, unhappy idea) Oh, shameful thought, worthy of the most
everlasting and cruel censures |

Who inspited Casa-Leou to go and talk with Mirandat Who gave ssgucity
to his speeches, welght and authority to his words, to decide the mind of the
old warrior t

By what fatal destiny, did not Miranda know to resist Like Bertorio or die
sa Leonidaa { .

Baralt wishing to explain the canduct of Genernl Mirands (most difficult un-

dertaking I) says: “The patriots seeing themselves deprived of the most fmpor-
\
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tant fortress of the Province (Puerto Cabello) or along with it their caunon snd
warehonses, they caught fear, . . . . . They murmured st first and certainly
unjustly, against the General who commanded them; afterwards against the
one who had afforded Monteverde such an immense advantage, permitting him
to take breath and recuperate his strength. These allow themselves to be car-
ried off by fear, disaffoction is spread : the soldiers desert cpenly, many of the
distinguished and notable pemons follow their example. Mirands, perturbed,
already sees the negroes invading Caracas, and entering the city with fire and
blood as they had done in othet parts; knowing that the officers of the army
do not coniide in him and despise him, he already persuades himself that they
are capsble of buying his ruin at the price of s public calamity: he believes
there is no opinion nor patriotid virtne amongst that crowd ¢nllected by co-
action, novelty or the hope of plunder ; that there is no people, there is no prin-
ciples, and that consequently victory was impeoesible. However exaggerated
these reflactions may appear, it is not difficult to conceive that they could have
and sbould have operated with a man irritated by the rivalry of his companions-
in-arms, and deeply hurt by frequent disaffections of the soldiars, and the very
receat one of important persons, who deserted his camp and went over to the
enemy. For the rest, in no other manner (as there was nelther treason nor cow--
ardice) can be explsined the hurry which Mirands had in capitulating, being
superior to the etemny in vumbers, and being able to re-establish his fortune by
s well-directad and daring blow of saergy. . . . ..

The intention is indeed laudable, of searching to gild, to vamish so us to
cover over and give a good appesrance to the conduct of the Generaliseimo
Mirands ; but itis not eany to ind it. Perhaps the mind would be tmore tran-
quil with that esying of the andlents for all explanation :

“ Cal vult Dens perders, prins dementat !

As to me, respecting the memory of the distinguisbed old man, I wonld wish
that in my complaint shounld be percelved the just earrow of reason which
moves it.
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